
WAHOO – Three times a
week, Sister Veronica Volk-
mer goes to jail.

On Monday, Wednesday
and Friday she visits with in-
mates at the Saunders Coun-
ty Jail.

Eighty-three years young,
Sister Veronica said her mis-
sion is to pray for the forgot-
ten people.

“The Christian definition
of love is to want what’s best
for the other person,” Volk-
mer said. “When you look at
these people you want what’s
best for them and you are
happy to be there.”

After nearly 40 years of
ministering to those incar-
cerated, Volkmer said it
started when she went with a
friend to a Bible study in the
State Penitentiary.

Although she began this
journey at the state level, she
would eventually be led to
Wahoo where she has been
sharing the good news of Je-
sus Christ with those behind
bars.

“After the Bible study I
started going with Father

Edward Tuchek in Lincoln
when he would go into the
prison,” she said. “My role
was to present an instruc-
tion class so that the inmates
had a better understanding
of what he was presenting. I
had an ID and could
walk right in. I still
have that ID.”

Sister Veronica
remembers feeling
uncomfortable that
first time behind bars
when she was work-
ing in another correc-
tional facility.

“The only time I
was concerned was
when we didn’t meet
in a private room. I
went right into the
jail where all of the
inmates were there,”
she said. “Outside of my little
group I was surrounded by 50
or 60 other men. It was moni-
tored, but at first I felt a little
uncomfortable.”

Sister Veronica was a
teacher at Bishop Neuman
High School for 11 years,
starting in 1965. She spent the
next 17 years teaching at Lin-
coln Pius before landing back
in Wahoo.

“At 75 I said to myself
that’s enough (teaching),”
she said with a smile. “I was
sent to Wahoo to work in the
jail ministry specifically.”

When Sister Veronica
first started working with

inmates in Saunders
County it was much
different than it is to-
day.

“In the begin-
ning we had all of
the men at once,” she
said. “There could be
up to 28 inmates in
one room. They al-
ways wanted to chat
amongst themselves
at the very beginning
but they were always
respectful when I
gave them the V sign
which means to stop

talking.”
It is in jail that inmates

are separated from all that
they ever knew or loved; men
and women and struggle with
feelings of despair and hope-
lessness, according to the
nun.

“As they search for some
sense of meaning and pur-

WAHOO – After Thanks-
giving, donations to the VFW
Christmas Drive in Saunders
County tend to pick up. How-
ever, this has not been the
case in the past week or so.

“We are quite a bit behind
at this point,” said Jason
Libal, a co-organizer with
his wife, Michelle, and Lor-
raine Syverson. “Typically,
the donations really pick up
after Thanksgiving weekend.
We hope this trend continues
as we anticipate a high need
again this year. Such dona-
tions are critical to cover this
need.”

For the 57th consecutive
year, this volunteer effort
will help make Christmas a
little brighter for some fami-
lies in Saunders County.
The goal is to again deliver

bags of toys and food baskets
to more than 200 families
throughout the county. This
year’s delivery date is Dec.
21. Jason Libal reminded re-
cipients to make sure they
are home on the afternoon
that day.

“Deliveries will not be
held outside of the Saturday

afternoon. Thus, it is critical
that recipients are home,” he
said.
Those who would like to be

considered for a delivery are
encouraged to contact the
Libals directly at 402-429-8933
and/or return the registra-
tion forms that were distrib-
uted throughout the county.

“We are a bit low regard-
ing the number of individu-
als that have called in so far,”
he said. “This concerns us,
as we know the need is out
there. We will take names un-
til Dec. 16.”
All of the deliveries on Dec.

21 will be made by volun-
teers, just as they have been
done for the past 56 years.

“We could not hold such a
drive without the great help
from the community,” said
Jason Libal. ”Once again,
the local Veterans of Foreign
Wars organization will play
a pivotal role in this year’s
drive. It is truly amazing that
this organization has held
their support for the drive for
over 50 years. We continue to
look forward to this partner-
ship in the future. Without
their support, we could not
sustain this drive.”

Once again, donations of
toys, quilts and warm ap-
parel are also being accept-

WAHOO – Beautiful
weather attracted nearly
2,000 visitors to the Christ-
mas on the Prairie event at
the Saunders County Muse-
um last weekend.

The 30th year of the event
drew many area residents as
well as out-of-towners.

“The weather had a great
impact on the attendance,”
Event Coordinator Janice
Schliefert said. “There were
visitors from Omaha and
Lincoln and as far away as
New York.”

Schliefert said the event
also allowed both locals and
visitors the opportunity to
explore the museum ground
and see things they might
not have realized were there.

“Visitors strolled around
the grounds that included the
main museum, the Weston
Presbyterian Church and
the Hanson House located at
12th and Linden,” she said.

On Sunday, there was a
variety of activities that in-
cluded a quilter presenta-
tion, polka music by Mar-
cene Havelka and a lingerie
fashion show.

“The polka music was a
very big draw,” said Schlief-
ert.

On both days, the build-
ings on the museum grounds
opened included the Dis-
trict 42 Schoolhouse, the
machine building, the Bur-
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• Karen Daly, 77, Wahoo

• Richard “Dick” Filbrandt, 78, Lincoln

• Carol Bernice Johnson, 95, Fremont

• Rose Marie Nichelson, 81, Howells

• Janice L. Odvody, 77, Wahoo

Organizers hope VFW Christmas
Drive begins to catch up soon
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the beard?
Page 6B

Secret Santas
Revealed
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- See VFW Page 3A

- See Prairie Page 3A

Recent Donations:
$25.00: Allen and Mary

Arp
$50.00: Doug and Kris-

tine Lanik
$100.00: Susan Beaman
$100.00: Anonymous
$200.00: Anonymous -

Leshara
$200.00: Valerie Jackson

and Cynthia Falk
$400.00: Grace Luther

League - Grace Lutheran
Church - Wahoo

$500.00: Willard Jacobs
$500.00: Sons of Ameri-

can Legion Post 308

From Staff Reports

BUDDY BENCH: McKenzie Snyder (left) and Gemma Wesch, students at Cedar Bluffs Elementary School, sit
on the Buddy Bench during recess. The Buddy Bench is a program with the primary focus to foster relation-
ships between the students. (Staff Photo by Chris Legband)

- See Prayer Page 3A

Weather enhances Christmas on the Prairie

TRAIN ENTHUSIASTS: Serenity Hrdlicka and her brother, Carson, are fascinated by the model train at the depot on the Saunders County Museum grounds as their mother, Samantha,
looks on. The family enjoyed many of the activities during Christmas on the Prairie on Sunday afternoon at the museum. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

CEDAR BLUFFS – For
most elementary students,
recess offers the chance to get
a break from the classroom.
For some, it can be a stress-
ful time especially for those
students who may be new or
are shy.

Cedar Bluffs Elementary
Principal Ben Hansen said a
national program called the
Buddy Bench is working to
change that.

Installed in September of
this year, Hansen said the
overall concept of the Buddy

Bench is that if a student is
feeling sad or is maybe hav-
ing trouble with friends, or
not being included in a game,
they can go sit on the bench
which is outside on the play-
ground.

“If they sit there, it is in
indication to fellow students
to go and sit with the student
and see what is bothering
them and offer help in some
way if they can,” he said.

Another program, Positiv-
ity, Respect, Integrity, De-
termination and Empathy
(PRIDE) which was integrat-
ed to the elementary grade
levels last year has ties into

the school’s positive behav-
ior intervention system.

Hansen believes it not only
helps the kid who is strug-
gling, but it also gives the
other student a chance to
work on social skills and op-
portunity to really act out
their PRIDE characteristics.

“Students were introduced
to the concept of the bench
and have been instructed
never to sit on it unless they
are in need or support,” he
said.

Hansen said the thought
behind utilizing this pro-

Buddy Bench fosters friendships
By Chris Legband

chris.legband@wahoonewspaper.com

Nun provides prayer with purpose
By Chris Legband

chris.legband@wahoonewspaper.com

Sister Veronica
Volkmer

- See Bench Page 3A

Boop on the Nose
from Santa

Jordy Maly gets a boop on
the nose from Santa Claus as
he tells the jolly old elf what he
wants for Christmas this year.
Santa arrived in Wahoo on Dec.
4 during the Hometown Holidays
Parade of Lights and was greeted
with cheers and hugs by the
youngsters watching the parade.
He proceeded to the Back Room
to sit with the kiddos and hear
their Christmas wish lists. The
event was just one of many that
made up the Hometown Holidays
celebration. For more photos, go
to Page 4A and www.wahoo-
newspaper.com. (Staff Photo by
Suzi Nelson)
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