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Eagle Board approves
conditional use permits

In its Oct. 1 meeting, the Eagle Board
of Trustees approved two permits for
exterior cargo container storage.

The Board also approved the pur-
chase of a new mower.In
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2019 Football Contest

By Allan Christensen
allan.christensen@newswaverly.com

WAVERLY – Three teen-
agers were arrested and
charged with burglary and
arson in connection to two
separate cases of vandalism
in Wayne Park over the sum-
mer.

Aidan Hafi and Ashton
Drake, both 18, along with
Rhett Black, 19, were charged
in Lancaster County Court
for their alleged parts in two
break-ins that caused over
$2,000 in damages.

Sheriff’s Deputy Dustin
Bucheister said that the com-
munity and their tips were
instrumental in making the
arrests.

The two break-ins, one occur-
ring July 20 and another Aug.
9, were recently featured on
Crime Stoppers on Lincoln
TV news station 10/11 in Sep-
tember.

Bucheister said that the in-

vestigation
had grown
cold and
the sher-
iff’s depart-
ment wor-
ried about
putting the
surveillance
video of the
crimes on
TV for fear
that the per-
p e t r a t o r s
were mi-

nors.
When all other options

were exhausted, the sher-
iff’s office decided to take a
chance.

The next court appearance
for the three men is Oct. 31.

Teenagers charged in
Wayne Park vandalism

By Allan Christensen
allan.christensen@newswaverly.com

Butterfly Release
Kim Frantzen and her second grade students release butterflies Thursday afternoon at Hamlow Elementary School in Waverly. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

Hog Roast
Bradlee Meier and Liz Booher discuss the items up for auction at the Friends of the Library Hog Roast on

Saturday evening at the Greenwood Fire Hall in Greenwood. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

WAVERLY – The paper-
work required to begin the
recall process of Waverly
City Council Member Bill
Gerdes has been filed with
the Lancaster County Elec-
tion Commissioner.

Dave Shively, county
election commissioner, con-
firmed that the necessary pa-
perwork was filed Thursday,
Oct. 3, by Eric S. Angell of
Waverly.

Angell said in his filing pa-
pers that the reason for the
recall was Gerdes’ “failure
to act upon the concerns of
his constituents,” and that
Gerdes “has shown a clear
lack of regard to the people
he represents.”

With the paperwork filed
Shively said that Gerdes will
receive a notice of the recall
via certified mail.

Gerdes will have 20 days
to supply a response that will
go on the petition that is cir-

RAYMOND – Raymond Central
Public Schools were dealt a setback
in its fight against a proposed poul-
try operation after the Lancaster
County Planning Commission vot-
ed 5-1 to conditionally approve the
project.

The school district’s board of
education voted unanimously in
a special Aug. 6 meeting to oppose

the poultry farm.
Despite the approval, Raymond

Central Superintendent Dr. Der-
rick Joel said that the district is not
done with its activism on the proj-
ect.

“First and foremost, we’re still
approaching the situation that we
are working hard so that another
school district does not find them-

selves in a similar situation,” Joel
said.

The approval appears to fly in
the face of recommendations a Lan-
caster County task force made in
August.

The Confined Animal Feeding
Operation Working Group voted to
recommend that operations with
over 1,000 confined animals be at

least 1.5 miles from healthcare fa-
cilities, churches and schools.

The proposed farm is just over
a mile from Raymond Central Ju-
nior/Senior High School and would
house around 380,000 chickens to-
tal.

Among the chief concerns of
the district is student and faculty
safety, which is a point Joel said is

tough to compromise.
The farm’s entrance would be on

NW 27th Street, which is one of the
major roads used by students, fac-
ulty and parents to drive to the ru-
ral school.

The other main thoroughfares to
and from the poultry farm would
be North 14th Street and County
Road A. North 14th Street is the
other major road leading to the

Planners approve poultry farm
By Allan Christensen

allan.christensen@newswaverly.com

WAVERLY – A new
$268,000 ambulance for the
volunteer Waverly Fire and
Rescue Department will
make life easier on first re-
sponders when it goes into
service later this month.

With the opening of the
new fiscal year for the city,
the fire and rescue depart-
ment was able to take own-
ership of the new ambulance
Oct. 1.

The new ambulance will
make the unique nature of
rescue calls in rural Nebras-
ka a little bit easier.

The old ambulance, still
in use until the department
members are all trained on
the new ambulance, is built
on a van frame with a rigid

spring suspension.
Waverly Fire Chief Rod-

ger Alley said that the new
ambulance, with its hydrau-
lic lift and suspension, will
make calls out to rural areas
on rural roads smoother and
safer.

The new ambulance is
built on a Ford heavy duty
truck frame with a much
more spacious cab that in-
cludes a suspension control
and an intercom to the box
on back. The old ambulance
relies on a window in the cab
to communicate with the res-
cue personnel who were pro-
viding care in the back.

The improvements range
from barely noticeable to
grand.

One small improvement
that Alley mentioned was
that the side doors were

much more functional.
Previously all doors had

opened and closed like a typ-
ical door on a car, with only
reflectors to alert others
around that the doors were
opened.

The new ambulance has
a main sliding door on the
passenger side, much like a
mini-van, that limits the ex-
posure of the ambulance on
roads and makes tight spots
more manageable.

Each door has flashing
lights that blink when open
that will alert any passers-by
in the dark of the doors.

The highlights of the new
ambulance don’t come into
full view until the back ser-
vice doors on the ambulance
are opened.

New ambulance coming to
Waverly Fire and Rescue

By Allan Christensen
allan.christensen@newswaverly.com
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SHE’S A BEAUTY: Waverly Fire and Rescue’s new ambulance sits in preparation for action. (Staff Photo by
Allan Christensen)
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