
WAHOO –A Weston man
could serve up to 10 years in
prison for writing bad checks
and committing fraud and
forgery while dealing with
cattle and other agricultural
enterprises.

Dale Woita was sentenced
for multiple crimes stem-
ming from his habit of trying
to buy items without having
the money in the bank.

In June, Woita received a
sentence of six to eight years
in prison for writing three
bad checks. He had initial-
ly been charged with four
counts of writing bad checks,
but one count was dismissed.
He received six to eight years
in prison as a sentence for
one count of writing a bad
check over $5,000, two years
for writing a bad check in the
amount of $1,500 to $5,000 and
60 days for a bad check under
$500.

A month later, he was be-
fore Saunders County Dis-
trict Court Judge Christina
Marroquin again, this time
for multiple counts of forgery
and fraud. The sentence for
one count of theft by decep-
tion (fraud) and one count of
forgery was one to two years
in prison, to be served at the

same time.
Saunders County Attor-

ney Joe Dobesh said Woita’s
sentences for the two cases
will be served back-to-back,
meaning a sentence of seven
to 10 years.

“We are extremely happy
that the sentences will be
served consecutively,” he
said.

The charges in these two
cases relate
to Woita’s
actions in
2019 and
2020, when
he was writ-
ing checks
on a closed
a c c o u n t
owned by
his parents,
M a r v i n
and Adelyn
Woita. He
signed his
father’s name to the checks,
according to court docu-
ments.

In the forgery and theft by
deception cases, Woita had
written checks over $7,000
each to Route 91 Garage and
Hipner Auto and one for
more than $8,800 to Farmers
Union Cooperative in Cedar
Bluffs.

The incidents that result-
ed in the bad check charg-

es occurred in 2019. Woita
wrote bad checks for a total
of nearly $10,000. One com-
pany, Huss Livestock Market
in Kearney, withdrew crimi-
nal charges and will pursue
the matter in civil court, Do-
besh said.

The county attorney also
said Woita may face charges
in other counties and possi-
bly other states. He has been
working with several other
county attorneys on poten-
tial cases.

“They’re waiting
to see what’s going
to happen here,” he
added.

While some of
the businesses and
people affected
by these specific
charges are outside
of Saunders Coun-
ty, Dobesh said Woita has a
reputation for writing bad
checks all over the county.

“This was a pretty wide-
ranging criminal enterprise
that has been going on for
years,” Dobesh said. “You’d
be hard-pressed to find a
business in this county that
wasn’t impacted.”

The $10,000 bond Woita
had posted in February was
assigned to go toward resti-
tution and the judge assigned
the sheriff’s department to

sell Woita’s personal prop-
erty to pay back the victims,
but that was postponed when
he filed bankruptcy in May.
That cut the victims out of
possibly getting any of their
money back.

“It’s adding insult to inju-
ry,” said Dobesh.

Dobesh said the crimes
came to light when the three
entities to whom Woita had
written bad checks in 2020
came forward.

“That’s when we started

to realize just how pervasive
this business practice, for
lack of a better term, of Mr.
Woita’s was,” Dobesh said.

Even while charges were
pending, Woita was still en-
gaging in the same kind of
activity, Dobesh said.

Woita represented himself
at trial for a large part of the
two recent cases, but later
hired an attorney, Michael
Fitzpatrick. Woita also failed
to appear for a scheduled
jury trial and used the COV-

ID-19 pandemic as an excuse
to postpone a hearing.

Woita’s criminal history
dates back many years. His
record shows 29 arrests from
1989 to 2017. In 2006 he was
sentenced to 270 days in jail
for third degree assault in
Saunders County. That same
year, he was sentenced to
one to three years in jail and
ordered to pay restitution
for issuing a bad check over
$1,500 in Boone County. Also
in 2006, Woita plead guilty in

Platte County Dis-
trict Court to issu-
ing a bad check and
sentenced to one
year in jail.

In 2010, in Seward
County District
Court he was sen-
tenced to one year
in jail for attempted

issuing of a bad check over
$1,500. The charge had been
amended from the origi-
nal charge of issuing a bad
check. Woita had written
a check for $3,150 on an ac-
count that had insufficient
funds.

The next year, Woita was
charged with attempted pos-
session of a deadly weapon
by a felon and sentenced to
180 days in Saunders County
jail.

WAHOO – On Sept. 1, the
Saunders County Board of
Supervisors held their week-
ly meeting, but this meeting
deviated from the normal
happenings of the board. The
assembly was located at the
Russell Shanks 4-H Exhibi-
tion Hall and it had 15-plus
audience members.

The rationale for the
change in scenery and ad-
ditional listeners was due to
the public hearing scheduled
in regards to the Whispering
Ridge Estates preliminary
plat approval.

The project has been in the
works since July 2019 and
plans to create a roughly 50-
home subdivision near the
intersection of Highway 64
and County Road 8 in Saun-
ders County.

On Aug. 3, the preliminary
plat was presented to the
Saunders County Planning
Commission during a public
hearing. After the hearing
was closed, the commission
motioned to deny recommen-
dation for the application for
several different reasons,
per the commission meeting
minutes. The planning com-
mission makes recommen-
dations to the county board,
which has final approval.

These reasons included
lack of a water source for
both personal and emergen-
cy use, no drainage study or
grading plan provided to the
commission, street plan is-
sues and no plan for a decel-
eration lane on Highway 64.

These topics were all
points of discussion in the
board’s decision to approve
the plan, including the issue
of not receiving information
in a timely manner from the
Whispering Ridge Estate rep-
resentatives and not having
support from the Mead Fire
District.

Since the commission’s
denial, Whispering Ridge
Estates representatives have
provided a drainage study
and grading plan and indi-
cate they are willing to add a
deceleration lane if the state
requires them to do so. This
requirement is based on how
much traffic accidents occur
on the turn-off from Highway
64. If the state calls for the
lane, the subdivision will be
responsible for covering the
costs, according to Saunders
County Zoning Administra-
tor George Borreson.

When planning a subdi-
vision, the applicants are
required to send a letter in-
forming certain agencies of
the preliminary plat, includ-
ing area schools, natural re-
source districts, fire depart-
ments and the Army Corps of
Engineers. Since this subdi-
vision falls within the Mead
Fire District, a letter was
sent to them.

Borreson said that when
these letters are sent it is
assumed that if the organi-
zation does not reply, they
approve of the project. How-
ever, Mead Fire District did
reply, denying approval of
the project due to the fact
that not only are they nine
miles away, the subdivision
is also five miles away from
the closest fire hydrant locat-
ed in Douglas County near
Valmont Industries.

The planning commission
did not receive this letter un-
til its Aug. 3 meeting despite
the letter being sent at the
end of 2019, Planning Com-
mission Member Pat McE-
voy said.

“It’s almost like this was
purposely left out to con-
ceal opposition from Mead,”
McEvoy said.

This is one of several ex-
amples McEvoy made when
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NEW SIGNAGE: Dave Jansa installs a light over the new stop sign at the intersection of 15 and Chestnut streets in Wahoo on Tuesday. The addition will create a much needed four-way
stop at the intersection. (Staff Photo by Elsi Stormberg)
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This was a pretty wide-ranging
criminal enterprise that has been

going on for years.
~Joe Dobesh
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WAHOO – Drivers in Wahoo will
need to pay attention as they drive in
the area of 15th and Chestnut streets.

City crews installed stop signs for
east and westbound traffic at the in-
tersection on Tuesday morning.

The Wahoo City Council passed
Resolution 2020-12 authorizing the
placement of the stop signs during
its Aug. 13 meeting. The initial place-
ment of the signs is to alleviate traffic
tie-ups and accidents at the intersec-
tion while it is still being used as a
detour for the Chestnut Street proj-

ect.
However, the signs will stay af-

ter the project is complete. City Ad-
ministrator Melissa Harrell said the
city did a traffic study in 2010 that
indicated a four-way stop our round-
about were the best options to con-
trol traffic at this intersection. The

council said a roundabout would be
too costly.

The city is conducting a publicity
and education campaign to inform
the public of the new signs. They
have been using social media to do so
prior to the signs being installed.
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