
LINCOLN – State Sen. Su-
zanne Geist has prepared
herself to handle not only
the last 17 days of the current
legislative session, but also
COVID-19.

The second session of the
106th Legislature recon-
vened on Monday after being
suspended for four months
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Geist represents District 25,
which includes Waverly.

Geist said she spent the
first couple of weeks during
the shutdown catching up on
rest and spending time with
family.

“Those are two things that
get marginalized during the
busy-ness of the sessions,”
she noted.

In an effort to possibly
keep the coronavirus at bay,
Geist also began a regular ex-
ercise routine and improved
her diet.

“I believe these will help
ward off contracting sick-
ness and makes me feel bet-
ter overall,” she said.

The state senator believes
the Legislature will spend
the bulk of its time on a mix-
ture of old and new agenda
items.

“We will pick up on the
agenda where we left off,”
she said. “But I’m also pretty
sure we will hear some new,
more current items, such as
race relations and virus-re-
lated issues.”

For Geist, she will pick up
where she left off on the bills
she introduced earlier in the
session, including LB1017.
This bill establishes a mental
health court pilot program.
Persons with underlying
mental health issues who
have been arrested would be
diverted to the mental health
court instead of jail, she ex-
plained. The program would
be studied for two or three
years to determine what
works.

“I have a great interest in
both mental health and cor-
rections, so I introduced this
as a nice union of two of my
interests,” she added.

Geist introduced LB814 on
Jan. 8. The bill would pro-
hibit dismemberment abor-
tions, something that is not
common practice in Nebras-
ka but takes place in other

LINCOLN – State Sen. Su-
zanne Geist may have rested
up for the resumption of the
Legislative session, but she
may not have been ready for
what happened the first day.

According to the Lincoln
Journal Star, Geist got in-
volved in a verbal battle
Monday afternoon between
Sens. Ernie Chambers and
Julie Slama.

In Slama’s bid for re-elec-
tion, a mailing using Cham-
bers’ likeness was sent out
as an attack on her oppo-
nent, Janet Palmtag. It said
Palmtag sides with “Lincoln
liberals, atheists and radi-
cal extremists” and quotes
Palmtag as saying, “I’ve got
to agree with Ernie on this.”
However, “this” is not ex-
plained.

Chambers accused Slama
of being used by the gover-
nor, who has said the attack
on Palmtag was appropriate.

Geist stepped in to say
that it was difficult to listen
to Chambers, who is male,
talk about a female senator
in that way. She also said
the infamous senator from
Omaha assumed Slama was
of bad character because of a
“situation.”

“And I just think enough
is enough,” she added.

Chambers turned his at-
tention to Geist and made
comments about what he
considered her naivete about
racism, based on a Journal
Star interview.

The back-and-forth be-
tween Chambers and Slama
continued until at least five
or six other senators joined
the fray.

EAGLE – The Village of
Eagle held an auction on Sat-
urday morning to sell surplus
items, including a Quonset
hut that had formerly been
used as the village mainte-
nance building.

But the building did not
sell during the auction, ac-
cording to Travis Moore,
chairman of the village’s
Board of Trustees.

The village board held its
regular meeting Monday
night, but the building was
not on the agenda so they did
not decide what to do with
it yet, said Moore. The issue
will be placed on a future
agenda to reconsider demoli-
tion bids, he added.

“We’ll regroup and take
another look at it,” he said.

The board was already
planning to demolish the for-
mer village office, which is
located adjacent to the main-
tenance building. They had
gotten bids for demolition of
both buildings, Moore said,
but wanted to see if someone
would buy the Quonset first
before tearing it down.

“We thought we’d offer it
for sale first,” he said.

When the buildings are
gone, the board will rezone
the area to residential, which
is what is in the village’s fu-

ture land use plans, Moore
said. Then they will sell the
property, he added.

Other surplus items were
also on the auction block on
Saturday.

“We sold quite a bit of
stuff,” said Moore.

Earlier in the week, the vil-
lage held a book giveaway at
the park. Moore said there
were nearly 1,000 books set
out for people to take for free.

“We got rid of 75%,” he
said.

The rest were put on the
auction, but didn’t sell.
Moore said they are consider-
ing donating the books to the
local school, a church that
has a lending library, or li-
braries in area communities.
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Work begins on I-80, Salt Creek bridges
LINCOLN – Work began July 22 on I-80 at Reference Post 403.75, according to the Nebraska Department of

Transportation.
The Truesdell Corporation, of Tempe, Ariz., has the $1,288,288 contract. Work will include bridge deck

overlay, which will be done in two phases, and permanent pavement marking operations. Two lanes of traffic
will always be maintained, with traffic being shifted to utilize the existing shoulders.

Phase 2 will include the closure of the eastbound I-80 ramp off North 27th Street with detour. Anticipated
completion is August 2020.

Motorists are reminded to drive cautiously in and near work zones, to buckle up and put phones down.

Auction fails to sell village building
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

OUTDOOR CEREMONY: Joshua Jackson receives his diploma during the commencement ceremony Saturday morning at the Raymond Central
High School football field. Students did elbow bumps and air high fives as new ways to celebrate their accomplishments were put in place due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. (Staff Photos by Lisa Hanks)

“We will pick up
where we left off.
But I’m also pretty
sure we will hear
some new, more

current items, such
as race relations
and virus-related

issues.”
- Sen. Suzanne Geist,

District 25

From Lincoln Journal Star

Never too Young for Books
Emma Paul picks out a book last Thursday during the book give-

away in the village park in Eagle. Emma was there with her mom,
Kelley Paul, and her cousin, Quinn Camplin. According to Village Board
Chairman Travis Moore, the village had a lending library several years
ago, but when that was closed they put the books in storage. The
village is getting rid of surplus property, and decided to hand out the
books for free. An auction was held on Saturday to sell other items.
(Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Geist ready to
tackle session,
coronavirus

See Session on Page 3

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

Graduating at a Distance

Senator jumps in
fray on first day

NO TAKERS: The Village of Eagle tried to auction off the Quonset building (at right) during an auction on
Saturday, but there were no takers. The Village Board of Trustees will not have to decide how to get rid of
the building, as they have plans to rezone and sell the property. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

SPACED OUT: Family units sit together on the bleachers at the football field to watch their loved ones take their final steps as high school students.
The school also held a virtual graduation earlier in the year. For more pictures and graduation information, turn to Page 6.


