
WAHOO – A room with a
view is now open at Lake Wa-
nahoo.

The Lower Platte North
Natural Resources District
has wrapped up construc-
tion on the Education Build-
ing, located on the east Day
Use Side of Lake Wanahoo.
The building will be used for
educational programs hosted
by the NRD and will also be
available to the public for
rent.

NRD Information and Ed-
ucation Department Head
Desirae TePoel said the first
events were held in the build-
ing in mid-October. The first
rental was a children’s birth-
day party.

Prior to the building being
completely finished, there
was an early rental. A fam-
ily reunion was held there in
September. Both the birthday
party and family reunion,
TePoel said, have led to at-
tendees renting the building
for future events.

NRD General Manager

Eric Gottschalk said the reac-
tion to the building has been
very positive so far.

One of the features of the
building is big glass doors
that overlook the lake. There
is also a kitchen area, wi-fi
and a projection screen.

With round tables set up,
the building seats about 120.

Gottschalk said the goal
was to make the building
large enough for a variety of
functions, yet not so big to ex-
clude events.

YUTAN – At this time of
year, pumpkins are usually
carved into spooky jack-o-
lanterns of turned into deli-
cious desserts. But in Yutan,
pumpkins are on wheels.

The first Yutan Pump-
kin Derby pitted the orange
squash against one another
in a race to see who could
get down the ramp the fast-
est. But really, the goal was
to teach fundamentals of sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and math, according to
organizer Dusty Reynolds.

Reynolds and fellow Yu-
tan resident and parent Todd
Baker put their heads to-
gether to bring this event to
the community. They heard
about the concept during an
event in Fremont, and began
planning months ago.

“Todd and I were talk-
ing about how we could help
small towns get interested
in engineering and STEM,”
Reynolds said.

They not only had to
schedule the event, but they

also wanted to make it easy
for kids and their parents
or guardians to build the
pumpkins. So they designed
and built kits that included
wheels and axles to make the
pumpkins roll. They gath-
ered surplus shopping cart
wheels and bought axles on-
line. The kits cost only $10
and the kids can keep them

for next year, Reynolds said.
They also procured pump-

kins from a local grower,
Charlie Lorenz. Reynolds
said there is a certain variety
of pumpkin that works best
for making a derby car, and
Lorenz had a limited amount
of them. They are hoping to
persuade the farmer to grow
more next year, he added.

Reynolds and Baker
turned a 100-pound monster
pumpkin donated by Joe
Vandenack of Yutan into a
rolling advertisement for the

pumpkin derby. Reynolds
said it was quite a feat to get
wheels on the massive veg-
etable, which sat in front of a
downtown Yutan business to
promote the event.

Reynolds and Baker set
up a build day a few days be-
fore the derby, and invited
the kids and their parents to
work together to build. Reyn-

olds said it was exciting to
see so many girls and boys
working with their mothers
and fathers.

It was also exciting to see
the families starting to grasp
certain concepts of science
and how tiny changes can af-
fect the outcome.

“One guy had his own laser
to make sure everything was
running parallel,” said Reyn-
olds.

Once the pumpkins were
set on the axles and wheels,
it was up to the kids to deco-

rate them. Glitter, paint, fab-
ric and cardboard employed
to create spiders, dinosaurs,
lawn mowers, movie char-
acters, unicorns and glitter
bombs.

On Oct. 30, the children
gathered in the Yutan Ele-
mentary School gym for the
derby. Reynolds and Baker
had originally planned to
hold the event outside, but
cold weather that day forced
them inside.

With a wooden ramp set
up and hay bales to catch the
speeding squash, the derby
brackets were set. Children
were separated into three
categories based on the size
of their pumpkins.

Twenty-four children par-
ticipated in the derby, which
was a great turnout, Reyn-
olds said. Organizers were
particularly excited to see
that more than half were
girls, and many mothers par-
ticipated as well.

“Girls and moms working
together, that was something
encouraging to see,” Reyn-

MEAD – For nearly a de-
cade, the Village of Mead has
wrestled with water quality
issues, including high levels
of arsenic, manganese and
iron.

Village Board Chairman
Gary Guyle said they began
looking at the village’s water
system in 2011. A test well
was drilled with the hope
that it would help combat ris-
ing arsenic levels in the ex-
isting wells. The plan was to
blend the water from the new
well with water in the exist-
ing well to lower the arsenic.
Unfortunately, the new well
was high in uranium.

“The test on the test well
didn’t turn out so that plan
didn’t work,” said Guyle.

The water project was put
on hold when the village had
to shift its focus to the waste-
water plant, which was go-
ing out of compliance, Guyle
said.

“After completing new

wastewater lagoons in 2014
we shifted back to the water
project,” he said

In 2015, the village board
looked at several different
options to update the water
system. They included con-
necting to the Wahoo water
system or building a treat-
ment plant.

A public hearing in Au-
gust 2016 showed the public
was not in favor of connect-
ing to Wahoo’s water system.
The village board chose to
proceed with building a cen-
tralized treatment facility
with a new well and new wa-
ter tower.

Two new 12-inch wells
were drilled. They are small-
er than a usual city well,
Guyle said, and will pump
350 gallons per minute, less
than the 500 gallons per min-
ute that the village’s current
wells pump. The two wells
will take turns pumping wa-
ter.

“We are hoping this will
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Warriors advance
in playoffs
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Todd and I were talking about how we
could help small towns get interested in

engineering and technology. ~ Dusty Reynolds

- See Derby Page 3A

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

• Dorothy M. Hynek, 88, Wahoo

• Rosemary H. Koranda, 85, Wahoo

• Jerry A. McCaffery, 74, Wahoo

- See Building Page 3A

Mead water project
work continues on

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

OLD AND NEW: The new Mead water tower rises in the foreground, as
the 106-year-old tower stands in the distance. The new tower should
up operational in December, after which the old tower will come down.
(Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Rain on my Parade
Mary Raymond, dressed as a rain cloud, storms through Boo in Wahoo last Thursday at Saunders Medical

Center, as (from left) Sandi Massie, Bryan Meyer (holding his son Luke) and Ali Meyer (at right) watch. For
more photos, go to Page 5B. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Reaction to new Wanahoo
Education Building positive

LETTING GO: Penelope Baker (from left) and Maxton Chittendin let their pumpkin vehicles go as the Yutan Pumpkin Derby kicked off on Oct. 30
at the Yutan Elementary School. The new event was a hit with local children and parents. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Pumpkin Derby is smashing fun
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO – The Sons of the American Le-
gion Squadron 83 will host a Veterans Day
program on Friday at two local schools.

The first program will be held at Wahoo El-
ementary School at 8:30 a.m. The fifth graders
will host the event, which will include music,
a color guard and a meet and greet with the
veterans following the program. Veterans are
asked to share which branch of service they
were in and their service information.

At St. Wenceslaus Elementary School, the
program will begin at 2 p.m. A meet and greet
with the veterans will take place 30 minutes
prior to the program, beginning at 1:30 p.m.
The program will include speakers and spe-
cial music. Students from St. John’s Nepo-
mucene Catholic Grade School will be special
guests at the program.

The program has been organized by SAL
Adjutant Doug Washburn. Call Washburn at
402-480-1473 for more information.

Wahoo school host Veterans programs
From Staff Reports
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