
OMAHA – The bison herd
at Lee G. Simmons Wildlife
Safari Park in Ashland has
grown by one — a calf born
on May 11. Visitors can
see the auburn-colored calf
roaming Bison Plains with
mom and the herd.

Bison calves will turn
dark brown a few months af-
ter birth, the same time their
characteristic hump and
horns start to grow.

Since its opening in 1998,
the Wildlife Safari Park has
played a key role in conserv-
ing bison and educating the
public about the critical
challenges impacting the
native species and the na-
tional mammal of the United
States. Wildlife Safari Park
currently has 32 bison, in-
cluding the calf.

Named the “Best Safari
Park” in the country for
2021 by USA TODAY 10
Best Readers’ Choice Travel
Awards, the Lee G. Simmons
Wildlife Safari Park offers
four miles of drive-through
North American wildlife
viewing from the comfort of
your own vehicle. Visitors

will see a variety of animals
in their natural habitats, in-
cluding more than 60 Ameri-
can elk spread across the
50-acre Elk Meadow and a

10-acre wetlands area with
American white pelicans.

Visitors can explore Prai-
rie Dog Town, and see other
animals, such as white-tailed

deer, Sandhill cranes, trum-
peter swans and bison, the
largest terrestrial and heavi-
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LINCOLN – Weather permitting,
work will begin June 7 along I-80 be-
tween Lincoln (exit 405) and Green-
wood Interchanges (exit 420), accord-
ing to the Nebraska Department of
Transportation.

Iowa Civil Contracting, of Vic-

tor, Iowa, has the $4,288,818 contract.
Work includes pavement repairs,
crack and joint sealing, and new pave-
ment markings. Work will take place
at night, 8 p.m. through 7 a.m. the fol-
lowing morning. Traffic will be main-
tained with lane closures and reduced

speed limits.
Anticipated completion is spring

2022.
Motorists are reminded to drive

cautiously in and near work zones, to
buckle up, and to put phones down.

ASHLAND – It seems the
viaduct project that has shut-
down outbound traffic has
made traveling through Ash-
land a challenge for taller ve-
hicles, especially if they at-
tempt to use the underpass.

On June 1, the Nebraska
Department of Transporta-
tion (NDOT) began a project
to repair and resurface the
bridge tracks and the ap-
proaches on the viaduct over
Salt Creek and the Burling-
ton Northern Santa Fe rail-
road on Highway 66, which
locals commonly referred
to locally as the “overpass.”
The nearly $1 million project
is expected to last until Au-
gust.

JMN Construction of Val-
ley was awarded the contract
to repair the bridge deck and
install a new grade beam
with cold liquid-applied
membrane with three-inch
asphalt overlay, according to
the NDOT.

The official southbound
detour takes drivers on
County Road A (also called
Guard Camp Road) to High-
way 6. The NDOT organized
the project so one lane of
traffic remains open. The
inbound traffic coming off of
Highway 6 into Ashland can
use the overpass. However,
outbound traffic is not al-

lowed on the overpass.
This is causing issues in

several different ways, as
discussed by the Ashland
City Council last Thursday
at their meeting. Many driv-
ers are ignoring the “road
closed” signs and attempt-
ing to reach Highway 6 via
the overpass. These drivers
often encounter traffic head-
ing straight at them, causing
dangerous situations.

Other drivers try to get to
Highway 6 via Silver Street
through the short tunnel
that runs underneath the
railroad. Ashlanders call the
tunnel the “underpass.” The
problem is the underpass is
only 11 feet, 3 inches tall, so
many high-profile vehicles
driven by people not familiar
with Ashland end up with
damage after they try to get
through, officials report.

Some of the vehicles that
have been damaged are
campers who are leaving
Ashland after staying at
Ashland RV Campground,
the new campground that
opened last year on 13th
Street near downtown. Visi-
tors unfamiliar with the un-
derpass have ripped the re-
frigerators off the top of their
campers, officials report.

There are signs alerting
drivers to the height of the
overpass, warning them of

Overpass project
creates headaches
for area drivers

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

READ THE SIGNS: Signs posted at the viaduct project in Ashland on Monday morning clearly tell drivers not to go on the overpass on Highway 66
heading toward the Highway 6 intersection, but many drivers are ignoring or not paying attention to the signs, because since the viaduct project
began on June 1, there have been numerous vehicles going the wrong way on the one-lane open over the bridge. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

CERESCO – Poultry is a
gateway to farming.

Both Crystal Powers, of
Ceresco, and Megan Nygren,
of Ashland, agree that poul-
try is the best way to get into
agriculture. It’s as simple as
one minute you’re buying
a couple of $2 chickens at
Bomgaars, and the next you
need to build another coop
and you’re planning fam-
ily vacations around poultry
shows in Arkansas, Nygren
said.

“It’s a really easy entry,”
Powers added.

While Powers grew up
with poultry, Nygren didn’t
have the same experience
with poultry until her oldest
daughter Anne Nygren start-
ed 4-H. That is when the fam-
ily found several positives to
showing poultry.

“They are right in the
backseat of my car so we
don’t have to buy another ve-
hicle,” Nygren said. “Their
housing is pretty simple and
to get started, you can buy
a really fancy show chicken
for like 150 bucks, compared
to thousands of dollars (for
other animals).”

Nygren’s daughter is now
12. Along with her son Henry
Nygren, 7, both show poul-
try and are in the Awesome
Green Helpers 4-H club. Pow-
er’s children, Aiden Powers,
9, and Liam Powers, 7, are in
the Rock Creek Rockets 4-H
club and also show poultry
too.

With Powers and Nygren’s
combined poultry and Ne-
braska Extension experi-
ence, the two established a
new group called Poultry
Pals with the purpose of edu-
cating others about poultry
and showing poultry in com-
petition.

With 4-H $10 enrollment
due on June 15, the pair
will host the first of three
Poultry Pals free sessions
at the Ceresco Highway
Park shelter the next day on
Wednesday, June 16 at 6:30
p.m. inviting youth from
throughout the area to come
and participate. Nygren and
Powers said participants are
not required to be enrolled
in 4-H to take part in the ses-
sion.

At this first meeting, the
group will learn showman-
ship 101. Poultry Pals will

ASHLAND – An area that trained
many a cowboy in its day could soon be
training firefighters.

During its meeting last Thursday at
the Ashland Public Library, the Ash-
land City Council heard a proposal
from representatives of the Ashland
Volunteer Fire Department to place
a training center at the former rodeo
grounds. The property is owned by the
city and is located between Jack Ander-
son Ball Park and the city’s wastewater
treatment facility.

AVFD Lt. Dalton Smith is heading
up the initiative to build a fire train-
ing center somewhere in Ashland. The
facility would be constructed from used
shipping containers stacked on top of
one another. Firefighters could use the
structure to train on aerial ladders,
hose/nozzle, automobile extrication,
live fire attack and several other skills.

In April, department representatives
requested to build the training center

near the dog pound. However, officials
with the Lower Platte South Natural
Resources District nixed that plan,
Mayor Rick Grauerholz said.

Since then, Smith and other mem-
bers of the fire department have been
working with City Building and Zoning
Administrator Bill Krejci to find anoth-
er location.

Smith did not indicate exactly how
much property they will need for the
structure, but said the department
would like enough land so they could
add on in the future. The firefighters
are also considering purchasing a small
used grain bin that would be located at
the training facility. It would be used
for grain bin extrication training, but
they would replace the grain with a
non-organic substance to eliminate
storage issues, Smith said.

Krejci said the area they are now
looking at has some issues. It is located
in the floodway, which is defined by
the Nebraska Department of Natural
Resources as an area where significant
flooding can occur. Structures are gen-

erally not allowed to be built in a flood-
way because they could redistribute the
flow of floodwaters or increase the flood
level.

The training center would also have
to be built in such a way that it would
not float away and damage other build-
ings or structures.

“The biggest thing is to make sure it
doesn’t shift, float away or cause any is-
sues,” he said.

In some circumstances, structures
are built after the ground is raised by
several feet to lift the building out of the
floodway. However, that isn’t an option
in this case because it would add to the
cost of the project, Krejci added.

“There’s some things we’re going to
have to work through,” Krejci said.

City council members agreed that the
facility would be a benefit to the fire de-
partment and the community.

“This is an important structure,”
said Council Member Jim Anderson.

The council also indicated that the

Possible fire training location discussed
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

New bison calf joins herd at Wildlife Safari Park

NEW BABY: A bison calf born on May 11 rests in the grass as other members of the herd look on at Wildlife
Safari Park near Ashland. (Photo provided by Lee G. Simmons Wildlife Safari Park)

Poultry Pals provides
access to agriculture

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

SILKIE: Spot the silkie chicken perches on 12-year-old Anne Nygren’s
shoulder on Friday in Ashland. Anne’s mother Megan Nygren and fam-
ily friend Crystal Powers established Poultry Pals to help 4-H kids and
families learn more about poultry. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)
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