
GREENWOOD – The new-
est addition to the Green-
wood Village Park is a wood-
en gazebo designed and built
by local residents.

The gazebo debuted dur-
ing Greenwood Fun Day on
Aug. 17. There, many resi-
dents and visitors to the vil-
lage got their first look at the
structure, which is 16 feet
wide and 15 feet high at the
center.

Jim Swenson, a member
of the Greenwood Village
Parks and Recreation Board,
said Travis Hazard of Green-
wood designed the structure.

“He donated his time for
the design for the gazebo,”
said Swenson.

The structure was built
Civil Works LLC, owned by
Alan Grell of Greenwood.
The company was awarded
the $17,598.35 bid by the
Greenwood Village Board of
Trustees in May. The project
was completed in August.

Half of the approximately
$20,000 needed to build the
gazebo came from the Cass
County Visitor Improvement
Fund. The Greenwood Vil-
lage Board of Trustees paid
for the other half.

The Cass County Visitor
Improvement Fund, spon-
sored by the Cass County
Tourism Committee, has
provided grant money for
other park projects in the
past, including $40,000 for
the playground installed in
2016.

“They have been tre-
mendous partners with us
through the years,” Swenson
said.

The village board provid-
ed the rest of the funds, and
also directed members of the
village maintenance crew to

install sidewalks and help
put in the electrical outlets.
By utilizing village employ-
ees, they were able to reduce
the original bid by $2,400.

The gazebo is made of du-
rable cedar lumber and has
a ramp that is handicapped-
accessible, Swenson said.
The interior is lighted and
there are electrical outlets so
visitors using the gazebo can
operate appliances like crock
pots or roasters while enjoy-
ing time there with family
and friends.

“It is a great accompani-
ment to the park,” said Sw-
enson.

It was built for the public
to use for small gatherings
and to provide a shaded seat-
ing area, according to Swen-
son.

“There was nowhere out of
the sunlight to sit and watch
the kids on the playground,”
he said.

Local citizens are happy

with the new gazebo, which
located near the area where
the sand box was previously
situated in the park.

“We’ve received a lot of
compliments relevant to the
look of it, the design of it and
the functionality of it,” said
Swenson.

Now that the gazebo is
done, the parks and recre-
ation board is turning its
focus to other areas of the
park.

First up is replacing trees
in the park. Swenson said the
park lost several ash trees to
the emerald ash borer, an
invasive insect that recently
made its way to Greenwood
and other local areas like
Mahoney State Park.

Although the trees were
not heavily damaged by the
insect, the village took proac-
tive steps and removed about
10 of the trees already, Swen-
son said.

Now they are looking at

replanting next spring and
will be choosing trees that
are insect-resistant and will
provide shade for the park,
Swenson said.

“We will change the vari-
ety up in our park inventory
a little bit,” he said.

The parks and recreation
board is also looking at im-
provements to the softball/
baseball field including in-
stalling lights. Swenson said
they will start applying for
grants next year to fix up the
field and make it attractive
to teams from other commu-
nities.

They are planning to work
with the Ashland Youth Ball
Association to turn it into
another venue for the organi-
zation’s baseball and softball
teams.

“We want to create an op-
portunity for another place
for kids to play,” said Swen-
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News Brief

GREENWOOD – Baker’s Candies will unveil
their new retail-outlet store in Greenwood dur-
ing a grand opening celebration on Saturday,
Sept. 14.

Nearly 6,000 square feet of strictly candy and
Nebraska-made retail items will be featured
in the new space. Over 400 types of candy and
more than 200 kinds of vintage and glass bottle
sodas will join the wide variety of chocolate and

confections, including the company’s signature
“Meltaways,” made on site in the Baker’s Can-
dies factory, which is adjacent to the store.

Visitors will be treated with an interactive
experience as they take a “virtual” tour of the
attached Baker’s Candies chocolate factory.

Over 250,000 people visited the Baker’s Can-
dies outlet store in Greenwood in 2018.

Baker’s Candies unveils retail-outlet store
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ASHLAND – The Ashland-
Greenwood Board of
Education has decreased the
overall levy for tax payers for
the fifth year in a row.

At their meeting Monday
night, the school board
adopted the budget and the
tax request for 2019-2020. The
overall levy is $0.99555.

A property valuation
increase of 7 percent allowed
the district to decrease the
general fund levy to $0.8338,
down from $0.8655 last
year. The rise in property
valuation also allows the
district to lower the cash
reserve in the general fund
from $2,831,679 in 2017-2018
to $2,056,131. This year, the
cash reserve will be $85,000.

Libal said the increased
valuations allowed the
district to have more
flexibility related to
the overall tax levy, and
individual funds that are
levied into from year to year.

“For example, the
proposed budget affords us
the opportunity to maintain
and overall levy of $.995
while lowering our general
operating fund and bond
fund, and raising our special
building fund levy,” he said.

In anticipation of building
needs, the school board

raised the special building
fund levy from $0.085 to
$0.12190.

“Due to continued growth,
we have identified urgent
property and facility needs.
We are over capacity at
every building level. Thus,
we have prioritized building
and growing this fund which
will allow us to purchase
property, build facilities,
and meet such growth head-
on. In addition, a potential
bond issue is on our horizon.
Building the special building
fund allows us to reduce the
overall pending bond issue
amount, which is a benefit to
our tax payers,” Libal said.

Due to refinancing of
bonds in 2016 and increased
valuations, the district
lowered the bond fund levy
from $0.045 to $0.03970.

A loss of approximately
$1.2 million in state funding
over the past three years
has affected how the district
levies into the general
operating fund, Libal said.

“It is important that this
reduction is accounted
for and replaced as it
relates to the amount
brought into our general
fund,” he said. “Again, the
increased valuations allow
us to account/replace this
amount, while still lowering

City amends zoning for Highway 6 corridor

Treasures

Flea market fun
Hank Greff looks through record albums as his wife, Judy, looks on during the Silver Street Flea Market on Sunday in Ashland. The pair

sold a variety of vintage items during the fifth annual event, which brought in thousands of visitors to Ashland. Organizer Bob Luebbe said
there were 84 spaces sold in the two-block area of downtown Ashland. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

WAHOO – After nearly
three hours of discussion,
the Saunders County Plan-
ning and Zoning Commis-
sion gave their recommenda-
tion to approve a conditional
permit for a poultry feeding
operation near Morse Bluff
on Monday night.

Close to 150 people packed
the supervisors’ room and
spilled out into the hallway
of the courthouse for a pub-
lic hearing on Bruce and
Amy Williams’ application
to build a confined animal
feeding operation (CAFO).

It was the second time a
large group showed up to dis-
cuss the subject. On Aug. 5,
a standing-room-only crowd
also was at the planning com-
mission meeting for a mara-

thon meeting that lasted un-
til midnight. The application
was tabled by the planning
commission so more infor-
mation could be obtained.

Monday night, the com-
missioners voted in favor of
the application, but included
several conditions. Williams
must plant a tree line around
the property to help control
odor, install detention ponds
to contain runoff, provide
hookups for fire hoses and
submit to an annual review.
Williams agreed to all of the
conditions as the commis-
sioners discussed them.

Commissioner Greg Rezac
made the motion to approve,
which was seconded by John
Starns. Both commissioners
voted yes, along with John
Trutna and Eric Nelson. Pat

ASHLAND – The Ashland
City Council amended its
zoning regulations last week
to help encourage new busi-
nesses along the Highway 6
corridor.

At its Sept. 5 meeting, the
council voted to approve the
first of three readings for Or-
dinance 1166, amending zon-
ing regulations in business
and industrial areas. The
ordinance does not become

final until third reading is
passed.

City Zoning Administra-
tor Lenora Isom said there
are five or six properties
along Highway 6 that are in
the process of or have been
sold recently, forcing the city
to take another look at their
zoning in that area.

The area is currently
zoned light industrial, gen-
eral business and highway
commercial. Isom would like
to include flex zoning in the
area, which is a combination
of commercial, light indus-

trial and storage.
Isom said the city council

created a highway overlay
district in the corridor that
requires any new project in
the area to meet specific aes-
thetic requirements regard-
ing things like landscaping
and building materials.

“If you don’t maintain the
standards, the city can actu-
ally use this as leverage to
pull the occupancy permit
for that project,” she added.

A self-storage unit is
among the possible busi-
nesses looking to build along

Highway 6. Isom requested
that the zoning regulations
regarding self-storage busi-
nesses be changed in the
highway overlay district.
Currently self-storage units
are allowed under a condi-
tional use permit, meaning
the council must give specif-
ic approval. Isom asked that
it be changed to permitted
use.

Because the overlay dis-
trict has stricter regulations
than a conditional use per-
mit, Isom said that making
this type of business require

a conditional use permit is
unnecessary.

“I feel that is jumping
through the same hoop
twice,” she said.

Mayor Rick Grauerholz
said amending the zoning
regulations in this way will
encourage development,
build the tax base and make
it easier for new businesses
to move into the Highway 6
corridor.

“I feel good about making
these adjustments,” he said.

Council Member Jim An-

derson said changing the
zoning regulations will put
Ashland on the right path for
economic growth.

“Things are looking good
for development of this cor-
ridor,” he said.

The council also approved
the second reading of Ordi-
nance 1167, setting budget
for the city’s general fund,
water and wastewater funds
for the 2019-2020 fiscal year.
The third and final reading
is planned for the council’s
Sept. 19 meeting.
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APPLICANTS: Amy and Bruce Williams speak to the Saunders County
Planning and Zoning Commission during the public hearing Monday
night in Wahoo. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

GAZEBO: An employee of Civil Works works on the gazebo in Greenwood Village Park in July. The structure
was designed and built by local residents this summer as the latest addition to the municipal park. (Staff
Photo by Anna Boggs)

Greenwood adds gazebo to village park
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