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• Betty Mae Edstrom, 95, Wahoo

• Irene F. King, 88, Davey

• Leslie “Les” Matulka, 64, Raymond

• Edward “Bud” Musiel, 79, Morse Bluff

What’s Inside

Dog Days of Summer

Soggy Doggy
Winnie the golden retriever shakes off the water after taking a cool dive during the annual Soggy Doggy Swim put on by the Wahoo Parks and Recreation Department and Saunders

County Lost Pets on Monday at the Wahoo Aquatic Center. The proceeds from the event went toward the Saunders County Lost Pets. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)
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PRAGUE – Jamey Hanis
heard many stories about
the Flagmen Car Club as he
grew up, and he wanted to
bring the club back to life. A
car cruise on Sunday helped
jump start the idea.

The Flagmen Car Club
hosted the Sunday Funday
Car Cruise last Sunday that
traveled from Prague to
Brainard, Dwight, Valparai-
so and Touhy before heading
back home.

“We had a great turnout
for the cruise,” said Ha-
nis. “When we stopped in
Dwight, I counted over 70
vehicles taking part, which I
think is amazing!”

The event also helped
bring a little bit of socially-
distanced entertainment to
Prague, which was suffering
from the cancellation of the

annual Beer Barrel Polka
Days due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Hanis remembers hear-
ing stories about the origi-
nal Flagmen Car Club from
its members, like his father,
Adolph “Ace” Hanis.

“The stories about the cars
they crashed, the ones they
bought and sold,” he said.

The car club was start-
ed in the 1960s by several
Prague area residents. When
the Vietnam War was raging
in the 1970s, participation
in the club dwindled and it
eventually disbanded.

Hanis remembered those
stories, and has long wanted
to recreate the club in honor
of its original members and
as a way to bring gearheads
in the area together. He sat
down with his dad and for-
mer member Lee TePoel to
talk about the club and look
at pictures of their vehicles.

“It was really great to be
able to sit down with those
original guys,” Hanis said.
“We were motivated after
that.”

Hanis and seven friends
wanted to recreate the club
while some of the original
members were still around.
They were given permission
from the remaining original
members to use the Flagmen
name. The term comes from
the men who wave flags at
motorsports races to com-
municate messages to the
racers.

He and his father found
one of the original Flagmen
plaques on Craig’s List. They
found a maker who could
recreate the plaques. He gave
them to new club members
on Sunday.

Hanis said he became a
“gearhead” after listening

Flagmen Car Club resurrected

VALPARAISO -- To say
the Rezac family farm is as
old as a dinosaur is a bit of
an overstatement, however,
it is nowhere near as old as
its previous occupant.

The 112-year-old Valpara-
iso farm had an estimated
40-foot-long plesiosaur exca-
vated out of the farm’s origi-
nal 160 acres in November
1964 by the University of Ne-
braska State Museum with
support from Lincoln Gem
and Mineral Club, said Mor-
rill Hall public relations and
memberships manager Caro-
line Clements.

At the time, the thalassom-
edon, or guardian of the seas,
was considered the largest
and best example of a plesio-
saur with a neck 21 foot and
eight inches long, Clements
said. The plesiosaur is now
and has been on display at
Morrill Hall on UNL’s cam-
pus since it was excavated in
1964.

Paul Rezac, who will be
inheriting the farm in the

future, claims the spot in
which the Mesozoic dino was

discovered is one of his best
deer-hunting spots on the

land.
On Aug. 1, the Rezac farm

was able to add another
achievement to its already

long-necked list.
Rezac and his wife Skye,

his father Dave and mother
Barb received the Pioneer
Farm Family award from
the Aksarben Foundation
during the Saunders County
Truck and Tractor Pull.

The farm was originally
bought in 1908 by Anton and
Mary Rezac. Eventually, it
was passed down to Anton
and Mary’s son Adolph and
daughter in law Margaret in
1936, Dave Rezac said.

Now, Dave and Barb Rezac
own the land and have owned
it since 1978. It will be passed
down to Dave and Barb’s son
Paul and daughter-in-law
Skye Rezac.

According to Dave, the
acreage now has an estimat-
ed 1,000 acres of land and
raises soybeans, wheat, oats,
alfalfa and corn. The Rezacs
also own a certified feed
cleaning facility.

“It’s quite an honor and
a tribute to my parents,
grandparents, sticking it out
through the harder times
they went through,” Dave
said.

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

Valparaiso farm adds Pioneer Farm Family award to long list

AWARD: Saunders County Farm Bureau President Larry Heyen, from left, Paul Rezac, Rosie Rezac, Skye Rezac, Barb Rezac, Dave Rezac and
Kris Kavan pose for a photo after receiving the Pioneer Farm Family award during the Saunders County Fair Truck and Tractor Pull on Aug. 1, in
Wahoo. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

YUTAN – About 20 people
attended the Yutan Board of
Education meeting Monday
night as the school board,
many in anticipation of dis-
cussion about the pandemic-
related return to school pol-
icy recently adopted by the
district.

Instead, the meeting fo-
cused on other topics. Ear-
lier in the day, Superinten-
dent Mitch Hoffer posted
on Twitter that the meet-
ing would be the board’s
“regular meeting” and that
the subject of the closure of
school buildings and cancel-
lation of sports would not be
discussed.

The topic was mentioned
as the board discussed option
enrollment. Hoffer asked the
board to consider closing all
grade levels to option enroll-
ment because there is not
enough room for extra kids
with the new policy of social
distancing as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“We need to social dis-
tance,” he said. “I’m not sure
we want to put our kids in a
sardine can.”

Hoffer said several fami-
lies have called to ask about
option enrollment, but there

CRUISE: Two members of the Prague Flagmen Car Club lean against their truck before leaving for a cruise
on Sunday in Prague. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)
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