
 WAHOO – A number of topics 
have been popping up in the com-
munity regarding the Wahoo Pub-
lic School District. Board of Educa-
tion President Rob Brigham and 
Superintendent Brandon Lavaley 
discussed these topics with the Wa-
hoo Newspaper last week just as a 
letter was sent out to district pa-
trons regarding these issues.
 In the letter and in the inter-
view, Lavaley and Brigham stated 
they want to provide clarity about 
these topics, starting with the fa-
cilities piece.
 Recently, the school board ap-
proved creating a nonprofit cor-
poration to be used as an alternate 
funding mechanism for possible fu-
ture projects. 
 Brigham, who is president of 
JEO Consulting Group, said it is 
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St. Wenceslaus School Expansion
 Crew members from Cheever Construction work on the St. Wenceslaus School expansion project Tuesday morning in Wahoo. The $2.4 million addition on the northeast 
corner of the school will replace portable classrooms and add cafeteria space, along with a new library and music room.  (Staff Photo by Jacob Pokorny)

Three days of PRCA 
Rodeo start tonight
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Blazek, Valparaiso board member, recalled
 WAHOO – Saunders County 
Election Commissioner Patti Lind-
gren and her staff began opening 
and counting the mail-in ballots at 
10 a.m. on July 13 for the special 
election to possibly recall Valpara-
iso Village Board of Trustee Mem-
ber Mike Blazek. 
 Shortly after the deadline to sub-
mit at 5 p.m., she had the answer 
Blazek, his family members and vil-
lage residents were patiently wait-

ing for. 
 After speaking with Blazek, Lind-
gren informed the Wahoo Newspa-
per, Village Clerk Cheryl Rieck and 
Linda Fletcher, who filed the recall, 
that in an unofficial count, Blazek 
would be recalled. 
 On July 15, Lindgren certified the 
election proving that Blazek would 
be recalled. The county issued 434 
ballots and had 262 returned for the 

mail-in election receiving about a 
60% voter turnout. There were 150 
ballots not submitted, 19 ballots re-
turned to the county but rejected 
and three ballots returned to the 
county late and not counted. 
 Lindgren and her staff counted 
175 ballots marked for Blazek’s re-
moval from office, 86 who voted to 
keep Blazek in office and one ballot 
with no vote on it, according to the 

official count. 
 Blazek said he was disappointed 
with the turnout because felt he has 
done good things in his more than 
two years on the village board.
 “It speaks more about the citi-
zens of Valparaiso than it says 
about me,” Blazek said.
 The recall petition was filed in 
February by Fletcher. 
 “He (Blazek) has abused his posi-

tion for personal benefit by having 
village employees grade, seed and 
water property personally owned 
by him,” Fletcher wrote in her 
statement on the petition. “He has 
discussed village business on social 
media and spread false informa-
tion. He has harassed and bullied 
village employees and others. Two 
village clerks have resigned in the 
two years since his election.”
 After Blazek was served in 
March, submitted a defense state-

By Elsie Stormberg
The Waverly News

“It speaks more about the citizens of Valparaiso than it says about me.” 
- Mike Blazek, Recalled Valparaiso Village Board of Trustee Member

 WAHOO – The COVID-19 pan-
demic canceled county fairs all 
across the state last summer. But 
the Saunders County Agricultural 
Society felt it was too important for 
the youth involved in 4-H to call off 
the fair. So a modified version of 
the fair was held, focusing mainly 
on 4-H events.
 This year, things are back to nor-
mal for the fair, including the 4-H 
competitions and shows, the motor 
sports events, the carnival, the food 
vendors and exhibits, the rodeo, the 
concert and the rest of the fun ac-
tivities that make up the eight-day 
schedule.
 Things kick off with the Wahoo 
Saddle Club Rodeo on July 22 to 24 
at the arena. This will be the 66th 
time the Wahoo e Club has put on 
this event. 
 Last year the rodeo was canceled 
by the pandemic in order to protect 
the community, club members and 
competitors, said Wahoo Saddle 
Club Member Katelyn Houser. This 
year they are back in the saddle to 
give the public another three great 
days of bareback riding, steer wres-
tling, breakaway roping, team rop-
ing, saddle bronc riding, tie down 
roping, barrel racing and bull rid-
ing. Breakaway roping is a new 
event this year, Houser said, and is 
geared toward female competitors.
 For the youngest rodeo fans, 
there will be bouncing barrel races, 
mutton busting, along with pony 
rides and a petting zoo. The carni-
val rides will be open on Friday and 
Saturday of the rodeo. 
 The rides and games sat silent 
last summer, as fair organizers 
determined it was not safe to op-
erate them during a pandemic. 
But the Saunders County Amuse-
ment Association is ready to put 
on a great carnival this year for the 
county with their lineup of rides 
and games. SCAA President Robert 
Spicka said they have added a larg-
er bounce house to their inventory 
that is geared toward older chil-
dren. 
 The ticket booth will also accept 
credit and debit cards this year, an-
other new feature for the carnival, 
Spicka said.
 Spicka added that they will be 
closing down the kiddie rides an 
hour earlier on July 28 and July 29 
because there are fewer riders at 
that time of night.
 There were some positive out-
comes from last year’s modified 
fair. Saunders County Extension 
Educator Cole Meador said in 2020 
they made some accommodations 
for social distancing that included 
moving some contests from the 
Gayle Hattan Pavilion to the out-
door arena, including shooting 
sports and ATV and tractor driv-

Fair  
prep  
under  
way

 WAHOO – Prior to her first 
court appearance, former Valpara-
iso Public Library director Lori 
Springer waived her preliminary 
hearing on July 14 and made her of-
ficial plea of not guilty. 
 Saunders County Court Judge 
Andrew Lange accepted both of 
these motions during the prelimi-
nary hearing on July 15. The case 
and bond was then bound over 
from Saunders County Court to 
Saunders County District Court on 
July 16. 
 Springer, 45, was arrested on 
April 22 after a search warrant was 
executed by Nebraska State Patrol 
Investigator Henry Dimitroff at 
her home in Valparaiso. The for-
mer library director was arrested 

on charges of theft by unlawful tak-
ing, unlawful acts – depriving or 
obtaining property or services, and 
official misconduct.
 Her charges were amended on 
May 4 to theft by unlawful over 
$1,500 to $5,000. The other charges 
remained the same. 
 After being arrested, Springer 
was lodged in Saunders County 
jail, but was immediately bailed 
out after paying 10% of her $10,000 
bond, or $1,000. 
 During the search warrant, a 
Dell laptop and three college text-
books were found. These items are 
suspected to be purchases Springer 
made utilizing Valparaiso Public 
Library funds while acting as the 
library director. 
 Dimitroff also served a search  
 

warrant to Amazon.com for the 
library’s order history where he 
found $1,130.10 in textbooks and 
$81.83 in sports equipment had 
been purchased. Along with the 
cost of the Dell laptop, which was 
$345.98, the total amount of person-
al purchases were $1,557.80. 
 The APA’s report estimated 
there were $1,894.34 in question-
able personal purchases made by 
Springer in her tenure including 
$67.26 in cookbooks, $351 in hy-
droflasks and sports equipment, 
$1,130.10 in college textbooks and 
$345.98 for the Dell laptop.
 When Dimitroff was executing 
the search warrant Springer in-
formed him that the sports equip-
ment purchased through library 
funds were located at the library,  
 

according to the affidavit. Spring-
er’s two daughters played for the 
Raymond Central High School soft-
ball team, one being a pitcher, Dim-
itroff found. 
 Dimitroff verified with Nebras-
ka Wesleyan University, where 
Springer’s son attends school, that 
the textbooks found in the NSP in-
vestigation were either “required 
by his classes or could be used as 
study guides.”  
 Since her arrest, Springer’s po-
sition with the library has been 
terminated and her position rep-
resenting the Valparaiso region 
on the Raymond Central Schools 
Board of Education has been made 
vacant. 
 Reach the Wahoo Newspaper staff 
at news@wahoonewspaper.com.

Former Valparaiso librarian enters not guilty plea 
From Staff Reports

Sharing History
 Mary Bergen and another member of the Saunders County Historical Society represented the organization and Hanson House 
in the Ashland Stir-Up Grand Parade on Saturday morning in downtown Ashland. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

- See Recall Page 3A

http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2B&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5B&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2B&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2B&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf
http://wahoo-ashland-waverly.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=b3e2ffd7-ab1b-58d7-9154-bd5adea1b2bf

