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Calendar 
Saturday, Nov. 2

 River Valley Artisan Craft 
Market, Mahoney State Park, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 3
 River Valley Artisan Craft 
Market, Mahoney State Park, 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 8
 Winter Downtown Business 
Open House, downtown 
Ashland, all day

Saturday, Nov. 9
 Winter Downtown Business 
Open House, downtown 
Ashland, all day 

Monday, Nov. 11
 Veterans Day Program 
and Lunch, Strategic Air and 
Space Museum, 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m.
 Veterans Day Programs, 
Ashland-Greenwood Public 
Schools, TBA

Tuesday, Nov. 12
 A s h l a n d - G r e e n w o o d 
Public Schools Appreciation 
Breakfast, TBA

Saturday, Nov. 16
 VFW Steak and Hamburger 
Feed, VFW Hall, 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 17
 Author Expo, Strategic Air 
Command and Aerospace 
Museum, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 23
 Holiday Art Walk, downtown 
Ashland, 5:30 to 9 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 30
 Small Business Saturday, 
participating Ashland 
businesses, all day

Saturday, Dec. 7
 Santa Goes to Space, 
Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace Museum, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.
 Hometown Christmas, 
downtown Ashland, TBA

Saturday, Dec. 14
 Classic Christmas, 
Mahoney State Park, 1:30 to 
4:30 p.m.

N
ovember is full of special days, like Thanksgiving 
and Black Friday. And while I love the food-
centered holiday of Thanksgiving and have 

done my share of Black Friday shopping, one of the most 
important November holidays to me is Veterans Day.
 Not only am I eternally grateful for the men and women 
who have served our country in peacetime and conflict, 
but Veterans Day has special meaning to me because my 
husband, father, uncle and several brothers-in-law are 
veterans.
 Veterans Day is observed every Nov. 11. It originated in 
1919, one year after the end of World War I. It became a 
national holiday in 1938. It was originally called “Armistice 
Day” but was changed to Veterans Day in 1954.
 Veterans Day pays tribute all living American veterans. In 
contrast, Memorial Day holiday honors veterans who have 
passed away.
 My husband, Mark Nelson, was born on Veterans Day. He 
served in the U.S. Army as a young man, and later joined 
the Army Reserve after his active duty obligation was over. 
While in the Army, he requested that he be sent to Germany 
and received orders for an Army post in Darmstadt, in what 
was then known as West Germany. We were married right 
before he left, and I followed him to Germany a few months 
later.
 We enjoyed our three years in Germany. It was the mid-
1980s and the exchange rate between the Deutche Mark 
and the U.S. Dollar was tipped in our favor.  We got to 
travel and met some wonderful people, some that became 
lifelong friends. 
 Although I was not in the Army myself, I feel like my 
exposure to the military was as close to first-hand as 
you can get, being the spouse of an active duty service 
member. I watched Mark polish his boots, I helped him iron 
his uniform, I stood alongside when he was given awards 
and I missed him when he was on maneuvers. 
 When we were in Germany I also worked as a civilian 
with an Army unit, helping soldiers new to the area and 
making sure soldiers who were leaving had everything 
they needed to go to their next duty station or to leave the 
Army. It was one of the favorite jobs I’ve ever had (aside 
from being a journalist, of course). 
 My father, Terry Kruse, joined the Navy right after high 
school. A very tall man who stood 6 feet, 5.5 inches tall, he 
chose to work in submarines of all places. It was 1958, and 

the Navy, and apparently my dad, didn’t care that he’d have 
to hunch over to fit in the vessel, sometimes for months at 
a time.
 Dad was in the Navy for two years, and I’ve been told 
they were among the best of the 29 short years he was on 
this earth. His enthusiasm for the Navy inspired his younger 
brother, Tom Kruse, to join as well. As tall as my dad, my 
uncle was a little smarter about his duty assignment 
choice, and was stationed on an aircraft carrier. 
 I think of my husband, dad and uncle during Veterans 
Day programs like the ones held at Ashland-Greenwood’s 
middle school/high school and elementary school. 
The programs feature the posting of the colors by the 
American Legion Post 129 Color Guard and are attended 
by members of the Legion and VFW Post 9776 and 
auxiliaries for both organizations. Music is provided by the 
Ashland-Greenwood High School concert band and the 
Ashland-Greenwood Elementary choir. The school lines up 
a guest speaker each year. Check for the date and time of 
the Veterans Day program in The Ashland Gazette.

Discovering Veterans Day
By Suzi Nelson

POPPIES: Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 9776 member Jean-
nine Beer hands poppies to students during the Veterans Day 
program in 2018. Above, American Legion Post 129 Color 
Guard member Park Robinson salutes the American flag as 
the Ashland-Greenwood High School concert band plays the 
National Anthem during the Veterans Day Ceremony at the 
high school last year. (Staff Photos by Suzi Nelson)

at Bakers Candies in Greenwood. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)
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