
ASHLAND – Even though
construction of a new fa-
cility at Carol Joy Holling
Camp has already begun, the
project was blessed during a
ceremony last Friday night.

The Hazel Dillon Lodge
will replace the former Hol-
ling House on the TrailHead
site at the camp near Ash-
land, which is operated by
Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries.

The COVID-19 pandemic
forced NLOM officials to call
off summer camp for the first
time in 40 years, said Execu-
tive Director Jason Gerdes
of Ashland.

The cancellation of camp
was difficult for staff and
campers who were all look-
ing forward to spending the
summer learning, growing
and having fun at the camp.
But it was also a small bless-

ing in disguise because it
allowed the project to pro-
ceed quicker than expected,

Gerdes said.

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

ASHLAND – A grand-
daughter/grandfather proj-
ect helped Kaitlin Pfeiffer
grow her chicken flock from
10 to 25 hens and gain some
valuable lessons in the pro-
cess.

The 14-year-old Ashland
girl has had chickens for
about four years, after a sug-
gestion from her grandma
piqued her interest. She
started with a small coop
built by her uncle. This year,
she concluded her hen house
was too small.

“I decided I wanted one
much bigger,” she said.
“Five or six times bigger.”

When the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit in mid-March, Kai-
tlin and her siblings were
quarantined at home. Their
learning came through the
internet and extracurricular
activities were at a stand-
still.

With so much time on
her hands, Kaitlin decided
to draw up plans for her ex-
panded coop.

“It was the perfect time to
do it,” she said.

Her parents, Becky and
Steve Pfeiffer, helped her
procure the wood, and she
set out to enlist her grandfa-
ther, Bradley Pfeiffer, to help
build the structure.

“I called one day and he
said, ‘Sure!’” she said.

The pair erected the walls
and roof and built boxes on
the inside for the hens to nest
in. Kaitlin soaked up the in-
formation her grandpa pro-

vided in terms of building,
painting and other lessons.

“He showed me how to do
things as we went along,”
she said. “I learned a lot.”

The duo had fun together,
too. But they were also work-
ing hard, because her grand-
father is known as a task
master.

“He always makes it fun
and he always likes to make

sure we’re getting stuff done
in the best way,” she said.

The flock is a joint effort
between Kaitlin and her
13-year-old sister, Hayley.
They split the chores evenly,
Kaitlin said. In the morn-
ings, they let the chickens
out to run free and make
sure they have food and wa-
ter.

When they get home from
school, it’s time for the hens’

dinner. At night, they count
the hens to make sure they
all get back home safely for
the night.

There are several different
breeds in the Pfeiffer flock,
including white leghorns
and Ameraucanas, which
lay blue eggs. The hens came
from a mixed breed batch of
chicks at Tractor Supply Co.,
Kaitlin said.

The eggs produced by the
chickens are a big hit with
the Pfeiffer family. Kaitlin
said her parents “both really
like eggs,” and what her par-
ents don’t eat, she gives to
the rest of her large family.

Only one hen has survived
from the original flock, Kait-
lin said. The rest were taken
by predators. Coyotes and
hawks are the main offend-
ers, she added.

Kaitlin sees her chickens
not as pets, but as livestock.
She doesn’t name them and
she doesn’t have any favor-
ites. But visitors like to as-
sign monikers to the hens.

“When people come over,
they like to name them,” she
said.

Her friends think it’s cool
that Kaitlin has a flock of
chickens all her own. And so
does she.

“I just like having them,”
she said. “It’s fun.”

As a member of the Ash-
land-Greenwood FFA chap-
ter, Kaitlin is contemplating
using her chicken flock as a
supervised agricultural ex-
perience (SAE) project. She
is a sophomore, so she has
three years to decide.
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Chicken coop project unites generations
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

Field Flyover

What’s Inside
Church/Milestones............................... 4
Classifieds ......................Market Weekly
Community Announcements ................ 3
Community .................................. 3, 4, 5
Public Notices ...................................... 3
Public Record ....................................... 2
School/Sports ..................................... 6
Spotlight on Graduation ...................... 5
Weather ............................................... 6

News Brief

AVOCA – Debby Greenblatt is offering a
Fiddle Contest Workshop, streaming from
The Old Avoca, Nebraska Schoolhouse, on
Sunday, Aug. 30, from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

During the workshop, fiddlers will learn
how to find fiddle contests, how to prepare
for a contest, and how to choose appropri-
ate tunes for each category. Fiddle contest
rules will also be discussed.

Pre-registration is required. The fee is
$10 per musician. We use g-s@greenblat-
tandseay.com for PayPal payments. We
also accept payment by check sent thru
the USPS mail to Greenblatt and Seay, PO
Box 671, Avoca, NE 68307.

To sign up or to ask questions, email
debby@greenblattandseay.com.

Fiddle workshop to be livestreamed
Deaths (Page 4)

LaDonna M. (Twiford)
Hodgin

Nancy Irene Johnson

Inside
This Week:

Class of 2020
finally holds

graduation ceremony

Page 5

Crop Duster
A crop duster sprays the field east of the Greenwood Cemetery. The company was crop dusting in the area between Eagle, Greenwood and Waverly on July 22. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

PAINTING: Kaitlin Pfeiffer paints her new chicken coop after building
it with her grandfather, Bradley Pfeiffer. The expanded hen house now
houses 25 chickens.

Construction of new facility blessed

❛❛He always makes it fun and he always
likes to make sure we’re getting stuff

done in the best way.❜❜
Kaitlin Pfeiffer,

Ashland teenager

Little Help
Driver David Scholl needed more weight for a pull-off so participants and spectators Mike Drake, Bob

Drake, Doug Jacobson, Gabe Bautz and Walker Graves volunteered during the Mid-States Antique Trac-
tor and Engine Show held Saturday, south of Ashland. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs) See BLESSED, Page 3

SIGN OF THE TIMES: During the 32nd annual Quilt Auction, staffers
at Carol Joy Holling Camp hold up a unique quilt that illustrates the
COVID-19 pandemic. The night before, the Hazel Dillon Lodge project
was blessed in a special ceremony. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)


