
WAHOO – Brent Cernik
figures his neighbors had to
wonder what was going on
when they first spotted huge
orange orbs in his garden
that were carefully covered
with blankets.

Or maybe it was watching
him labor for hours in the
dark, the plants around him
lit up by a head lamp.

It takes a little craziness
– and lots of dedication – to
grow a state record pumpkin,
the Wahoo pharmacist said.

But this year, it paid off.
Cernik displayed the larg-

est pumpkin from Nebraska
at the Ryan Norlin Giant
Pumpkin Weigh-Off on Oct. 5
in Anamosa, Iowa. His pump-
kin weighed in at a whopping
1,492.5 pounds. It bested the
previous state record of 1,399
pounds by Darren Chris-
tensen of Bellevue in 2014.

“I wanted to give it a go
and put a lot of effort into it
while I was able to,” Cernik
said. “It could just have been
some good luck this year.”

BRAINARD – There will
be one less banquet at the
end of the year at East Butler
Public Schools.

The East Butler Board of
Education has given its con-
sent to letting the booster
club and athletic teams do a
recognition night at the end
of each sports season. This
will take the place of an all-
sports athletic banquet at the

end of the year.
The discussion about a

potluck meal event at the end
of each season started sev-
eral months ago.

Booster Club Member
Lynn Hummel was at the
board’s meeting Monday eve-
ning to offer more support
for the proposal.

Hummel said she had
talked to many of the coach-
es and did a poll of students.
What she heard was that the
coaches and student athletes

wanted to have their recog-
nition night at the end of the
season, when the activities
and achievements were still
fresh.

It was also noted there
was a duplication of effort
to some extent now, as some
coaches are already having
special nights at the end of
the season.

“Many of our sports do
have a season ending ban-

WAHOO – At the Wahoo
City Council meeting last
week, the final draft of an
interlocal agreement for fire
and emergency medical ser-
vices between the City of
Wahoo and the Wahoo Rural
Fire District was approve4d.

The two boards met in
an open session on Sept. 26
to discuss the agreement.
There, differences between
the two sides were discussed
and compromises met.

The rural fire board had
asked the city to bill resi-
dents’ insurance companies
for use of equipment owned
by the rural board during a
fire. The city council balked
at that request because it
would create a large amount
of work. The rural board
agreed to use monthly re-
ports generated by the fire
department if they decide to
send out bills for use of rural
fire district equipment.

The two groups also dis-
cussed a clause in the agree-
ment that stated if there is
an issue, the rural fire board
president and city adminis-
tration would create a sub-
committee to look into the
matter. It was agreed that
Harrell would be able to se-
lect the city’s subcommittee
representative, but would be
a “nonvoting liaison” to the
subcommittee.

The Wahoo fire chief,
Cody Hull, agreed with the
rural board’s request for the
chief to fill out grant applica-
tion paperwork for Nebras-
ka Forest Service matching
funds. The forest service
loans surplus U.S. Forest
Service equipment to fire de-
partments through the Fed-
eral Excess Personal Prop-
erty program.

The rural board originally
asked the city council to pro-

WAHOO – After much de-
bate over chicken barns in
the county, the natural re-
sources district is staying on
the fence.

At their regular meeting
on Monday night, the Lower
Platte North Natural Re-
sources District Board of Di-
rectors voted unanimously
not to take a position for or
against concentrated animal
feeding operations (CAFO).

The Saunders County
Board of Supervisors recent-
ly approved a conditional use
permit for a 12-barn chicken
operation near Morse Bluff,
and another similar facili-
ty is planned for Lancaster
County near the Saunders
County border. Both propos-
als have drawn a lot of oppo-
sition.

Chairman Gene Ruzicka

said the LPNNRD has been
neutral on this type of live-
stock operation for many
years. But they have never
put it in writing.

Board Member Bob Me-
duna said the NRD must stay
out of the way of the agency
that regulates such opera-
tions, which is the Nebraska
Department of Environment
and Energy, formerly known

as the Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality.

“We do not have jurisdic-
tion,” he said.

However, some members
said there could be situations
where the NRD may need to
be a part of the discussion.

“If it affects water qual-
ity or water quantity, that’s
when we can become in-
volved,” said Ruzicka.

Several board members
brought up concerns about
nutrient management, which
includes processing manure
and deceased animals into
fertilizer. Nitrates and storm
water runoff were also men-
tioned.

“It is not just the nutri-
ent management plan and
manure on the fields that
becomes a concern on our
board,” said Board Member
Nancy Meyer. “It is runoff
from the sites.”
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NRD stays neutral
on livestock facilities

- See Signed Page 3A - See Banquet Page 3A

Pick this year’s
winning teams

Page 10B

Football
Contest

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

• Donald Behrens, 87, Fremont

• Betty York Manzel, 92, Fremont

• Gene A. Rezac, 79, Touhy

• Melvin Harry Storm, 92, Albion

- See Pumpkin Page 3A

Changes made to East Butler
year-end athletic banquet

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

Ag Literacy
Wahoo Public fourth graders Jordyn Swahn (from left), Emma Meyer, Bella Powers and Maci Maxson pet

a pair of piglets during the Ag Literacy Festival last Friday at the Eastern Nebraska Research and Extension
Center near Mead. The students enjoyed several sessions where they learned about corn and soybean pro-
duction, healthy foods, livestock production and many other ag-related topics. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

❛❛If it affects
water quality or
water quantity,
that’s when we
can become
involved.❜❜

Gene Ruzicka,
Chairman,

LPNNRD Board of Directors

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

Council
approves
rural fire
agreement

Going Up
Crew members from Maguire Iron, Inc. of Sioux Falls, S.D. grab the standpipe of the water tower to attach it to the base Monday afternoon in Mead. The new water tower is part

of the water system improvement project for the village that will include new wells and water treatment facility. The iron workers have been welding the pieces of the water tower
together for a little over the past week and were ready to put it in place on Monday. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Beverage Choices
Bob Blazek (above) samples

a cherry ale served, and made,
by Bob Rezac during the home
brewing contest at Okto-Beer-
Fest event on Saturday night at
Sts. Mary and Joseph Church
in Valparaiso. Favoring a bever-
age of a different sort, Lawrence
Schultes (right) enjoys the meal
and craft show inside the church.
Lawrence is the grandson of Luke
and Alice Benes of Valparaiso.
(Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)RECORD SETTER: Rose and William Cernik stand near the record-

setting pumpkin grown by their dad, Brent Cernik of Wahoo.

Cernik pumpkin sets record
By Marjie Ducey
BH Media News Service
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