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2021 Wahoo VFW Christmas Drive begins
From Staff Reports
WAHOO – Once again preparations are beginning for the 2021
VFW Christmas drive. Drive coordinators Lorraine Syverson and
Jason and Michelle Libal are anxiously awaiting the Dec. 18 delivery date. Delivery of toys and food
to those who need a little helping
hand this holiday season will again
be made throughout the county.
Donations for this year’s drive
have begun.
“With the continuation of the
COVID-19 pandemic and economic
crisis, we anticipate that there will
continue to be a strong need within
the Wahoo and Saunders County
communities. It is our goal to meet

this need and to provide others
with a great holiday season,” said
Jason Libal.
It continues to be an honor to
coordinate the drive, Libal said.
The drive coordinators offer the reminder that recipients no longer apply for assistance through the local
Health and Human Services Office.
Instead, those in need are asked to
contact Jason and Michelle Libal at
402-429-8933.
Through the support of the local Veterans of Foreign Wars post,
registration forms and information
have been distributed throughout
the county. The distributions have
occurred at the local schools, post
offices and businesses. Interested
recipients are asked to return the
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Recent Monetary Donations:
• $700.00: Malmo Community Auction
• Pillows and Blankets: Wahoo Krazy
Quilters
Monetary Donations to Date:

$700.00

form in the mail as soon as possible.
This is the 59th year for the campaign.
“Once again, it is our goal to help
provide a wonderful Christmas to
folks throughout the county. Over
the past two years, we have fallen
short of our goal of reaching over
200 families; we would like to meet
that goal this year.” Libal said.
“The drive is always a wonderful
reminder of how willing our community is to give to others.”
As a reminder, the drive will provide toy and food drives to families
in Saunders County other than the
communities of Ashland and Memphis, as they hold their own drives.
Libal said the outpouring of monetary, toy and winter wear dona-

tions was outstanding last year.
“The money donations helped
to offset any additional items that
needed to be purchased,” Libal
said. “Lastly, the money donations
helped to pay for the large number
of food baskets distributed throughout the county.”
These donations are a critical
component to a successful drive.
Toy donations for children of all
ages, monetary donation, and winter wear – such as gloves, scarves
and winter coats – are needed. In
addition, families often have a large
need for winter blankets.
The drive coordinators thank the
Veterans of Foreign Wars for their
- See Drive Page 3A

Rockin’ It for the Chamber

From Staff Reports
WAHOO – The police chief for
Wahoo submitted his resignation
on Nov. 11, effective immediately.
Wahoo City Administrator Melissa Harrell released a statement
on Nov. 12 that stated the city had
received the resignation of Wahoo
Police Chief Bruce Ferrell on Nov.
11, which would be effective that
day.
Wahoo Police Officer Alan
O’Sullivan will serve as the department head until further notice,
Harrell said. The city has begun
the search for a new chief.
No reason for Ferrell’s departure was given. The Wahoo Police
Department has been in the spotlight recently as the department’s
lieutenant, Sean
Vilmont, is facing
several charges of
sexual assault of
a child in Dodge
County. Vilmont
was relieved of
his position with
WPD after he was
charged on Sept.
22, although he
has since appealed
his termination.
Bruce
The appeal was
Ferrell
upheld.
Ferrell began as
chief of the Wahoo Police Department on Feb. 12, 2018. Previously,
Ferrell had spent 23 years as a police officer in Omaha, including
several years in the Gang Intelligence Squad. After retiring from
OPD, he worked seven years as an
investigator with the Bellevue Police Department. He also worked as
a part-time police officer in Valley.
Ferrell was known for his work
with gangs in Omaha and owned
Ferrell Consulting Group that
dealt with gangs. He was the chapter president of the Midwest Gang
Investigators Association and president of the National Association of
Gang Investigators Associations.
Reach the Wahoo Newspaper staff
at news@wahoonewspaper.com.

Bacon to
visit Wahoo
From Staff Reports
WAHOO – Rep. Don Bacon will
visit Wahoo for an informal meet
and greet on Monday, Nov. 22.
Saunders County was recently moved into Bacon’s territory
through redistricting. Bacon represents Nebraska’s Second District
in Congress as a U.S. Representative. Previously, Saunders County
was located in District 1, which is
represented by Jeff Fortenberry.
The meeting with Bacon will
take place at Saunders County Museum in Wahoo from 1 to 2 p.m.
Reach the Wahoo Newspaper staff
at news@wahoonewspaper.com.

Death Notices
• Adelyne B. Woita, 86, Wahoo
• Lillian Brtek, 89, David City

Dueling Pianos

Kris Kavan runs around the room getting the audience to do the wave as prompted by the entertainers with The Fun Piano Show during the Wahoo Chamber of Commerce
fundraiser on Nov. 10 at Starlite Event Center in Wahoo. It was the first time the Chamber has brought in dueling pianos for entertainment, and fun was had by all. The dinner
was catered by Wahoo Locker and a silent auction was also included in the festivities. For more photos, go to wahoonewspaper.com. (Staff Photos by Suzi Nelson)

Welcome home
Original drawing comes to Wahoo
By Suzi Nelson
Wahoo Newspaper

WAHOO – Denise Lawver loves estate sales.
But she loves them even more when she can buy
an original drawing by one of Wahoo’s Five Famous Sons at an estate sale and then donate it to
the Wahoo Public Library.
Lawver, who is the library director, made the
recent purchase at an estate sale in Omaha. She
was drawn to the sale after reading an article in
the Omaha World-Herald.
A valuable painting had been discovered
while preparations were being made for the
estate sale. The painting, called “The Sanley
Farm,” was by Dale Nichols, a David City native
known for his art depicting prairie landscapes
and red barn winter scenes.
The painting was of a farm that sits east of
Surprise in Butler County. It is where Nichols
sister and her husband lived. It was painted in
1933 and catalogued by the Art Reference Bureau a few years later, but it basically disappeared not long after that.
Apparently, it had been on the wall of an
Omaha home for many years.
The estate sale company had the painting
appraised. It is valued at between $60,000 and
$75,000. A family member hopes to purchase it
to add to the collection of Nichols’ work at Bone
Creek Museum of Agrarian Art in David City.
Lawver’s interest was piqued by the article
and she was eager to attend the estate sale. She
scrolled through a website with a list of other
items offered at the sale and was shocked to see
an original pencil drawing by C.W. Anderson

was also available.
Clarence William (C.W.) Anderson was born
in Wahoo in 1891 and became a famed children’s
book author and illustrator, as well as an artist. He wrote more than 40 books, but Anderson is best known for the book series “Billy and
Blaze,” about the adventures of a boy (Billy) and
his pony (Blaze).
Anderson loved horses, and they were the
subject of many of the books and art he produced. The drawing Lawver acquired is of two
colts playing.
Lawver purchased the drawing on the final
day of the two-day estate sale. She was worried
that the drawing would have been sold already
when she arrived bright and early on Saturday
morning, but to her delight it was still there.
She purchased it for $150.
“I feel I got a good deal,” she said. “It was a
very fair price and I was just thrilled to bring it
back to Wahoo.”
The drawing will join other art by Anderson,
as well as other local artists, at the library.
The library began collecting art when Robert
Dolezal donated paintings and drawings by his
mother, Clara Bartak, who studied art at the
University of Nebraska in the 1920s.
The donation sparked a plan to collect works
from artists in Saunders County.
“There are some awesome, talented people in
Saunders County,” Lawver said.
Dolezal also donated money to pay for the
cost of the display and upkeep of his mother’s
art, as well as an estate gift to be used for fu-
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NEW ADDITION: Wahoo Library Director Denise Lawver
holds an original pencil drawing by Wahoo native C.W.
Anderson that she recently purchased at an estate sale
and donated to the library. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)
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