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News Brief

ELMWOOD — Weather permitting,
a chip seal project will begin Aug. 12
on Nebraska Highway 1, according to
the Nebraska Department of Trans-
portation. Chip seal is an application
of an asphalt binder to a roadway sur-
face followed by an aggregate.

State maintenance forces will be
performing a chip seal from Reference

Post 0 to Reference Post 12.91, north
and south of Elmwood. The work is
anticipated to take five days.

One-lane traffic will occur with
the use of a pilot car and flaggers.
Motorists should expect to see delays
and are reminded to drive cautiously
through highway work zones.

Highway work begins near Elmwood
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GREENWOOD – A cele-
bration of the village’s 150th
birthday is the theme for
Greenwood Fun Day this Sat-
urday.

“Greenwood was incor-
porated in 1883 but it was
actually founded in 1869, so
we’re celebrating 150 years
this year,” said Jarid Massa,
a member of the Greenwood
Historical Society and cura-
tor for the Greenwood Depot
Museum.

As the village’s unofficial
“historian,” Massa was the
one who brought up the fact
that the 150th anniversary of
the community’s founding
was approaching as he and
others began planning this
year’s festivities.

“It kind of went from
there,” he said.

Silas Greenwood was the
first resident of the area in
the 1860s. He was an Indian
trapper and hunter who
lived with his family in a
dugout along Salt Creek.

The village was founded
when the Burlington and
Missouri River Railroad ex-
tended its line from Platts-
mouth to Lincoln. They
wanted to build a station in
the area, so local farmers
purchased land and donated
it to the railroad with the
promise that $10,000 worth
of improvements would be
made in return, according
to an account of the village’s
history written by Arnetta
Carpenter published on the
University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln’s website www.casde.

unl.edu/history/counties/
cass/greenwood/.

The railroad depot opened
in 1870. That same year,
Smith C. Bethel was named
postmaster of Greenwood.
Two churches were built in

1873 and 1874, and the first
school in the community
was constructed in 1878. The
village was not incorporated
until 1883.

The Greenwood Histori-
cal Society was founded in

1976. The organization raised
money to move the vacated
railroad depot to its current
location in the Greenwood
Village Park to serve as a
museum for the community.

Current and former resi-
dents of Greenwood will
celebrate the village’s 150th
birthday with a decorated
display cake at the new ga-
zebo that was recently com-
pleted in the village park.
The Greenwood Historical
Society will hand out spe-
cially decorated cookies to
mark the event, said Massa.
They will also sell t-shirts
designed for the special occa-
sion.

Massa is among the many
volunteers who have put
countless hours into pre-
paring the community cel-
ebration this year. Michelle

Criswell chairs the village’s
Parks and Recreation Board,
which organizes the event.

“We’re excited about
Greenwood Fun Day
this year,” said Criswell.
“There’s a lot going on.”

Criswell said the parks
and recreation board works
with the historical society,
Friends of the Greenwood
Library and other commu-
nity organizations and vol-
unteers to create a day filled
with family activities.

“It’s just a nice, affordable
fun thing for families to do,
to come out and just enjoy,”
she said.

The committee has added
a few new activities this
year that are geared towards
families, Criswell said. Dr.

Greenwood Fun Day to celebrate 150th birthday
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

See FUN DAY, Page 3

FAMILY FUN: Major Javon en-
joyed face painting and other ac-
tivities at Greenwood Fun Day in
2018. More family-friendly fun
is planned for this year’s event.
(Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

Helping hands

Community service
Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools staff members sort clothing at The Closet in American Lutheran Church last Thursday morning as part

of a community service day for the faculty and staff. In front, Elementary Principal Teresa Bray and Fourth Grade Teacher Teresa Luers inspect
shoes, while behind them, staff members Chelsea Munch and Julie Riecken put children’s clothes on hangers. In the far back, Preschool
Teacher Janet Rolofson also looks over donated clothing. Community service projects were done in Ashland and Greenwood and at Mahoney
State Park and Carol Joy Holling Camp. For more photos, go to Page 5 and www.ashland-gazette.com. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

ASHLAND – For several
months, downtown Ashland
has played host to a unique
piece of art.

A sculpture created by
artist Matthew Clements is
displayed outside of the Ash-
land Public Library near the
intersection of 13th and Sil-
ver streets.

The sculpture, “By the
Light of the Moon,” was in-
stalled March 13, according
to Library Director Heather
St.Clair.

The artwork is part of a
public art project in Lincoln
called “Serving Hands” that
celebrates the
50th anniver-
sary of Cam-
pus Life in Lin-
coln, said Liz
Shea-McCoy,
director of the
project.

The project
includes 39 six-
foot tall sculptures placed in
public locations and 12 small-
scale models that are part of
a traveling exhibition.

Of the 51 total pieces of
artwork, all are located in
Lincoln except one. Lee and
Suzanne Sapp sponsored Cle-
ments’ sculpture, but with a
stipulation that it be located
outside of the Capital City.

“I told them that I wanted
mine in Ashland,” Lee Sapp
said.

The Sapps wanted to be a
part of the project in order to
support Campus Life, which
is a ministry of Youth For
Christ. It is an organization
that they have supported for
over three decades.

“We are long-time spon-
sors of Youth For Christ

– Lincoln Area,” Lee Sapp
said.

Campus Life is a program
committed to engaging
youth in healthy relation-
ships, guiding them in mak-
ing good decisions, helping
them positively impact their
schools and ultimately build
a solid foundation for life,
said Shea-McCoy. Over 1,500
students in Lincoln, Norris
and Ashland participate.

Lee Sapp said he is pas-
sionate about Christ-cen-
tered ministries that reach
out to people, especially
youth.

“I’ve always really cared
about ministry work,” he
said. “I think youth by far is

the most im-
portant min-
istry to work
on.”

Ashland rec-
ently renewed
its Campus
Life ministry
after an ab-
sence of sev-

eral years. Earlier this year,
a new Campus Life club was
started at Ashland-Green-
wood Middle School. The af-
ter school program for mid-
dle school students began in
April under the direction of
Tim Maas.

Lee Sapp’s aunt and un-
cle, Lucille and the late Bill
Sapp, had sponsored a public
art project piece in Lincoln
in the past, which gave Lee
Sapp the idea to do it.

The couple chose digital
artist Clements’ sculpture
out of a pool of Nebraska art-
ists. Sapp said the moon on
the sculpture was supposed
to light up after the sun goes
down. But the nearby street

SERVING HANDS: This sculpture by artist Matthew Clements has been
on display in downtown Ashland since March. It is part of a public art
exhibit celebrating the 50th anniversary of Campus Life. (Staff Photo
by Suzi Nelson)

ASHLAND – Food, live music and a
bicycle give-away highlight the fourth
annual Unity Sunday planned for Sun-
day, Aug. 18 at Wiggenhorn Park.

“It’s just a get-together sponsored by
all the churches in town,” said Pastor
Everette Greathouse of Ashland Bible
Church.

The event is sponsored by the Ash-
land Ministerial Association (AMA),
which includes clergy from all churches
in the Ashland area. They have sched-
uled a variety of entertainment includ-
ing a bounce house and live music by
John Salonas of Louisville and a few of
his friends, according to Greathouse.
The park’s splash pad will be in opera-
tion as well.

Free hamburgers, hot dogs and bev-
erages, plus drawings for four free bicy-

cles will round out the fun. Greathouse
said they have one bike each, for a girl
and a boy, ages 3 to 6 and the same for
ages 7 to 12. There is no cost to enter the
drawing.

“At the end of the program we draw
and give them away,” he said.

Each local church will be represented
at the event, along with organizations
like the AMA and the ROC Youth Cen-
ter.

“What we’re trying to do is maybe
encourage some outsiders who aren’t
churched to learn about our churches
in town,” Greathouse said.

This is the fourth year the AMA has
held Unity Sunday in the summer. Be-
fore that, Unity Sunday was celebrated
in the winter with a pulpit exchange
and pot luck dinner with guest speaker.

In the first year after the move to Au-
gust, the AMA served 300 hamburgers

and hot dogs before running out. The
event continues to grow each year.

The AMA sponsors a number of ac-
tivities during the year. These include
noon worship each day during Holy
Week, Baccalaureate service and Com-
munity Thanksgiving worship. Each
year just prior to Christmas, they pro-
vide dozens of food boxes for distribu-
tion to local residents who experience
financial or other challenges during the
Christmas season.

The AMA also organizes bell ring-
ers for the Salvation Army kettle at No
Frills on weekends each December. Do-
nations stay in the community to help
with emergency needs that may arise
during the year.

In addition, Thursday afternoon wor-
ship services at Oxbow Living Center
and Ashland Care Center are led by lo-
cal clergy and their church members.

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

Special artwork
decorates local
downtown area

See SCULPTURE, Page 3

By Suzi Nelson
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Fourth annual Unity Sunday planned for Aug. 18

Storm damage
The home of Virginia Rudder, of Greenwood, was a victim of a storm early Monday morning. Lightning struck the tree at the corner of

First and Walnut streets. Marcus Nissen and Corbin Stewart, employee and owner (respectively) of S and S Tree Service of Ashland, work
on removing the damaged tree Monday morning. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

Greenwood
Fun Day

Saturday, Aug. 17
Municipal Park and

downtown Greenwood

❛❛I told them that
I wanted mine in

Ashland.❜❜
Lee Sapp,

Serving Hands sculpture donor


