
WAHOO – The need for
blood has become critical
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and fear of exposure
could keep donors away.
But steps are being taken to
ensure that the upcoming
American Red Cross Blood
Drive in Wahoo is operated
in a safe manner.

The regularly scheduled
blood drive in Wahoo will be
held on Wednesday, April 22
from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. and on
Thursday, April 23 starting
at 7 a.m. and ending at 1 p.m.
The location is the Wahoo
State Bank Shed, located at
570 North Elm Street in Wa-
hoo.

According to Red Cross
and state officials, there is a
shortage of blood. Gov. Pete
Ricketts and his wife, First

Lady Susanne Shore, recent-
ly launched a campaign that
includes a call for blood do-
nors. In his weekly letter to
constituents in District 23,
State Sen. Bruce Bostleman
noted the seriousness of the
issue for Nebraskans.

“In some areas of the state,
the virus has led to a short-
age of blood,” he said.

In an update sent to blood
program leaders, J. Chris
Houda, president of Biomedi-
cal Services for the ARC, said
as the number of COVID-19
cases increases, the number

of eligible donors may de-
crease.

Rezac said many blood
drives have been cancelled
during the pandemic, caus-
ing a shortage nationwide.

“We need to restock sup-
plies for patients who need
surgery, car accident victims
and cancer patients,” she
said.

Blood Drive Coordinator
Verna Rezac said the Ameri-
can Red Cross (ARC) has
communicated with local
program leaders that they
are closely monitoring the

situation and their focus is
on the safety of the donors,
recipients, volunteers and
staff as well as the blood sup-
ply itself.

Blood donation is a safe
process and the public should
not be worried about giving
or receiving blood, accord-
ing to the Red Cross. Rezac
said she has received notifi-
cation that there are several
first-timers and new donors
signed up for the upcoming
blood drive, but there are
also those who will not do-
nate this time around.

“A couple of people with
prior health conditions have
decided to pass on this one,
and I think that’s a wise deci-
sion for them,” she said. “We
may be down a few, but what-
ever units we can get will be a
help.”

FREMONT – The number of people
with COVID-19 keeps climbing in the
Three Rivers Health Department Dis-
trict, which includes Saunders, Dodge
and Washington counties.

Since April 5, two new cases were
identified in Saunders County, accord-
ing to Three Rivers. Last Friday, the
health department reported a man in
his 50s tested positive. On Sunday, an-
other case was announced in the coun-
ty, this time a man in his 40s.

Both cases were caused by commu-
nity spread, according to health depart-
ment officials, who performed an inves-
tigation of people who had close contact
with the patients. These people are self-
isolating and are being monitored by
Three Rivers for signs of symptoms. As
of Monday, no new cases had been iden-
tified. The total in Saunders County is
five.

The first death of a COVID-19 pa-
tient in the Three Rivers district was
confirmed on Monday. This death was
that of a man in his 90s with underlying
health conditions that was previously
reported as a confirmed case in Wash-
ington County.

In addition, Three Rivers has iden-
tified another case of COVID-19 on
Monday, bringing the health jurisdic-
tion total to 37 cases. A Dodge County
resident in his 60s has tested positive
for the virus and he is self-isolating at
home. The health department said this
case is deemed to be community spread.
All identified close contacts will self-

quarantine and be actively monitored
twice daily by public health officials for
fever and respiratory symptoms. This
is Dodge County’s 11th case. It has also
been determined by Three Rivers that
a Dodge County case identified on Sun-
day was community spread. The same
self-quarantine and monitoring proto-
col for people who came in contact with
the man, who is in his 30s, will be fol-
lowed.

Health department officials are not
releasing the names of the patients nor
the communities where they live to pro-
tect their privacy.

While many are working from home
and some are self-isolating due to CO-
VID-19, the need to stay connected re-
mains, according to State Sen. Bruce
Bostleman, who represents Saunders
County as part of District 23.

“With everyone staying home I en-
courage you to get into contact with
your neighbors or the elderly in your
community. Ask them if they need any-
thing from the store in order to limit the
amount of people venturing out in the
public,” he said.

Three Rivers reported that the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) now recommends wearing cloth
face coverings in public settings where
other social distancing measures are
difficult to maintain like grocery stores,
pharmacies, etc., especially in areas of
significant community-based transmis-
sion.

Recent studies show that a signifi-
cant portion of people with COVID-19
lack symptoms and those that eventu-
ally develop symptoms can pass the vi-
rus to others before showing symptoms,
according to the CDC. Wearing face
masks may prevent the spread of the vi-
rus form the wearer to others.

Because the supply of surgical masks
and N95 respirators are so low, the
CDC is recommending cloth masks.
The coverings can be made from house-
hold items or common materials found
at home for little cost. A tutorial for a
no sew mask can be found at https://
www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/

MEAD – As a company
that formulates and sells
chemicals for water treat-
ment, it was easy for Water
Engineering, Inc. owners
David and Katie Wagenfuhr
to help with the COVID-19
pandemic.

The industrial water treat-
ment company located near
Mead recently developed a
cleaner that can be used as
a disinfectant to combat the
coronavirus, said Katie Wa-
genfuhr.

“Our PhD took one of our
current cleaning chemistries
and reformulated it to add 7.5
percent hydrogen peroxide,”
she said.

The formulation, called
CVCL1, has more than twice
the amount of hydrogen
peroxide found in over-the-
counter cleaners, Wagen-
fuhr said, and it meets the
Centers for Disease Control’s
guidelines to be used as a dis-
infectant.

The project was not that
different than what the com-
pany does on a regular basis.
Water Engineering blends
chemicals for water treat-
ment in boilers, cooling tow-
ers, wastewater treatment
facilities and other indus-
tries where water is an es-
sential factor.

Their cleaners are a blend
of chemicals like bleach, ac-
ids, caustics, hydrogen per-
oxide and various polymers
and raw materials, Wagen-
fuhr said. The company also
sells industrial grade hydro-
gen peroxide and bleach, she
added.

The new disinfectant is
being sold to customers
across the United States, Wa-
genfuhr said. The railroad,
trucking and transport in-
dustries are consumers, as
well as health care facilities
and various manufacturing
operations.

“We have product going to
more than half the states,”
she added.

In addition to creating a
disinfectant formula, the
company has also begun
marketing hand sanitizer.
Wagenfuhr said on March 20
they were approached to dis-
tribute and sell the product
and things took off quickly.

“We started putting the
word out there and it just ex-

$2

Death Notices
Church .......................... 9
Classified Section
................. Market Weekly
Public Notices.............6-7
Public Record ................ 5
Obituaries...................... 7

Opinion.......................... 8
School/Youth ............... 10
Senior News.................. 9
Society .......................... 9
Sports.........................4-5
Weather....................... 10

Index What’s Inside

Thursday, April 16, 2020

Serving the Saunders County, Nebraska Area Since 1886
10 Pages • 1 Section • Vol. 139 No. 35

www.wahoonewspaper.com

• COVID-19 Update
First COVID-19
related death
reported in
health district

Page 3

Inside This Week:
Recreational Activity

“ We have product
going to more
than half the

states.”
- Katie Wagenfuhr

By Jason Unger
jason.unger@wahoonewspaper.com

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

Water Engineering
in Mead shifts its
gears to fill needs

- See Blood Page 3A

- See Tally Page 3

Teachers on Parade
Megan Shada, a fourth grade teacher at Wahoo Public Elementary School, is greeted by a crowd of students and parents as she drives down Beech Street in Wahoo on April 8

during the teacher parade. It was a way for teachers and staff to see their students and tell them how much they miss them now that the doors to the school have closed because
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Pictured waving are Kristy Swanson, Maci Maxson, Eliza Berger, Jack Berger and Amy Maxson. The parade traveled to all of the communities that make
up the Wahoo Public school district. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

• Bertha M. Musilek, 92, Prague

MEAD – Mead Superinten-
dent Dr. Dale Rawson will
retire on June 30, bringing
an end to a 45-year career in
education.

Mead Public Schools’ su-
perintendent is a native
Nebraskan who spent his
youth growing up in Adams,
a small town 43 miles south-
west of Nebraska’s State Cap-
ital.

Rawson graduated from
the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln and entered the
field of education as a math-
ematics, physics and English
teacher at Dorchester High
School.

Along the way Rawson
taught in the Lincoln Public
School system and served as
principal at West Harrison
High School in Mondamin,
Iowa.

Rawson’s first superin-
tendent opportunity came at
Benkelman High School in
1982.

Prior to coming to Mead

Rawson
ends
four
decade
tenure

- See Rawson Page 3

Drive-by Hello

FILL A NEED: Water Engineering, Inc., located near Mead, has de-
veloped a new industrial disinfectant to help combat the COVID-19
pandemic.

Six Rules to Keep
Nebraska Healthy

(from Gov. Pete Ricketts)
1. Stay home. No non-essential er-

rands and no social gatherings. Re-
spect the 10-person limits.

2. Socially distance your work.
Work from home or use the six-foot
rule as much as possible in the work-
place.

3. Shop alone. Do this only once
a week and do not take your family
with you.

4. Help kids social distance. Play
at home, no group sports and no
playgrounds.

5. Help seniors stay at home. This
can be done by shopping for them.
Do not visit long-term facilities.

6. Exercise daily. Do your best
to stay as healthy and safe as you
can.

Blood donation process remains safe
Blood Drive

Wednesday, April 22
12pm to 6pm

Thursday, April 23
7am to 1pm

Wahoo State Bank Shed
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Local COVID-19 tally continues to rise
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