
MEMPHIS – Since 2009
Mark Celesky and his family
have owned and operated the
Icehouse Cottage and Con-
cession Stand at the Mem-
phis State Recreation Area.

This spring has been un-
like any the Celesky family
has seen since taking over
the business more than a de-
cade ago.

“It’s a good feeling to be
open. There was a lot of un-
certainty this spring, so be-
ing open is a good feeling,”
said Celesky.

The concession stand
opened for the first time on
May 26, offering Memorial
weekend campers a place to
purchase last minute snacks,
firewood and ice.

The concession stand is
open Friday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
Saturday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
and Sunday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
through October when out-
door camping surrenders to
Mother Nature’s cold tem-
peratures.

For years Memphis SRA
has been known for its tent
camping, but with the ad-
dition of 18 50-amp electric
camper pads this summer,
Celesky feels like activity at

the lake will increase.
“I think it’s great. Having

the option to bring in a camp-
er is going to bring more peo-
ple out here,” Celesky added.

The Icehouse Cottage and

concession stand area is a
convenience store of sorts
according to Celesky.

Campers can find that for-
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News Brief

LINCOLN — Weather permitting, work
will begin June 17 on N-15 east junction US
Highway 6 to Interstate 80 from Reference
Post 57+03 to Reference Post 60+41 on
Nebraska Highway 15, according to the
Nebraska Department of Transportation.

Werner Construction, of Hastings, has
the $1,445.836 contract. Work includes

milling, culvert extension, asphalt
surfacing, and seeding. Traffic will be
reduced to one-lane closures with flaggers
and a pilot car. Anticipated completion is
fall 2020.

Motorist are reminded to drive
cautiously in and near construction zones
and to buckle up.

Work to begin on highway junction
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ASHLAND – With several
unknowns still out there,
how the upcoming school
year will play out has yet to
be determined.

During the Ashland-
Greenwood Board of Educa-
tion meeting Monday night,
administrators reported on
plans for the 2020-21 school
year. It was the first time the

entire school board met face
to face since March 16.

Curriculum Director Jill
Finkey said administrators
normally spend the month
of June planning for the
upcoming school year. But
the COVID-19 pandemic has
made preparation a chal-
lenge.

The administration has
created a task force to ad-
dress the changes that will
take place when school starts

in August.
“No matter how we return

in the fall, definitely things
will be different,” Finkey
said.

While awaiting guidance
from the local health depart-
ment, the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Education and the
governor’s office, the admin-
istration is looking at three
possible scenarios for how
the school year will look,
Finkey said, based on the

level of risk from the corona-
virus, the virus that causes
COVID-19.

The scenarios could in-
clude smaller class sizes,
split schedules or remote
learning, which was the way
students were instructed
from mid-March to the end
of the school year, after the
virus closed all schools in
Nebraska.

The specifics of the three
scenarios were not provided,

but Finkey said they were
still in the research and plan-
ning stages.

“We’re game-planning for
multiple scenarios,” added
Superintendent Jason Libal.

The district will tailor the
way it operates to meet the
needs of the community, Fin-
key said.

“We determine what’s best
for our community based on
our local guidelines,” she
added.

Libal also reported that
the elementary school
playground, the track and
the football field would be
opened to the public on
Tuesday. The public will be
informed that use is at their
own risk.

“The city parks reopened,”
he said. “I think it is time for
us to do the same.”

Even though caution tape

Plans for 2020-2021 school year still being decided
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

ASHLAND – Over 40 peaceful pro-
testors marched through the streets of
Ashland in support of the Black Lives
Matter movement on Saturday after-
noon.

Isaiah McVay organized the march
with the help of Dene’ Oglesby after wit-
nessing the protests taking across the
country following the murder of George
Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer.

“In this instance, I felt like the chang-
es that have needed to happen haven’t
happened and I wanted to be a part of
that change,” said McVay.

The march began in the Sabre
Heights neighborhood on the west edge
of Ashland and ended downtown. Mc-
Vay received permission from the City
of Ashland to barricade one block of Sil-
ver Street, from 13th to 14th streets, to

hold a rally.
The goal of the march was to show

that Ashland is a welcoming place, to
inform people how to register to vote
and encourage the public to contact
their local government representatives
to speak about racism.

A peaceful protest was the plan, Mc-
Vay said, and that was the result. Many
drivers and passengers in passing ve-
hicles honked and waved in support, he
said.

But the marchers also encountered
some opposition along the way.

There was one counter-protestor
among the ranks, but he did not stand
out.

“Honestly, most of us didn’t even
know he was there,” McVay said.

There were also a few people who
shouted negative statements as the
march proceeded through Ashland.
And when they arrived at the rally

point, a man yelled “All Lives Matter”
as he got into his convertible. A couple
confronted a protestor, but police were
nearby and it was easily broken up.

“Nobody was aggressive,” McVay
said.

Most of the negativity was greeted
with positivity from the marchers.

“We just waived at people and
smiled,” said McVay.

During the rally McVay discussed ac-
tionable things the public can do to sup-
port the Black Lives Matter movement.

“It was more about a call to action
and to try and keep the momentum go-
ing,” he said.

McVay communicated with the local
police prior to the march to make sure
the event stayed peaceful. He said he
would like to continue the conversation
with the Ashland Police Department to
discuss policies. Although Ashland is
a small community, it would be a good
thing to have specific policies in place

Protesters march through Ashland

See OPEN, Page 3

By Jason Unger
jason.unger@wahoonewspaper.com

MARCHING ON: A group of about 40 protestors peacefully march through the Sabre Heights neighborhood in Ashland on their way to a rally
downtown on Saturday afternoon in support of the Black Lives Matter movement. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

ASHLAND – The state con-
tinues to loosen restrictions
as the curve begins to flatten
in the COVID-19 pandemic.

On Monday, Gov. Pete
Ricketts announced new Di-
rected Health Measures to
be implemented statewide
on June 22 that include ex-
panding the number of fans
allowed at youth sporting
events and allowing prac-
tices for contact team sports
starting July 1. All restric-
tions from elective surgeries
are also being lifted.

These directives are for
the entire state, which has
been in the grips of the pan-
demic since March. How-
ever, the rest of the Phase 3
directives will be implement-
ed in 89 out of the state’s 93
counties.

Dakota, Hall, Hamilton
and Merrick counties will
move into Phase 2, which the
rest of the state has been in
since June 1. The governor
started the first phase of the
reopening plan on May 4.

Under Phase 3, occupancy
for restaurants, bars, bottle
clubs and gentlemen’s clubs
will be expanded to 100% ca-
pacity. In Phase 2, only 50%
capacity was allowed. The
number of people seated at
one table will be capped at
eight, but food may be con-
sumed at bar seating. Games
such as pool and arcade
games will be allowed. Self-
serve buffets and salad bars
will still be prohibited.

Indoor gatherings will be
restricted to 50% of rated
occupancy of a building, not
to exceed 10,000. Events held

outdoors will be limited to
75% of capacity, also not to
exceed 10,000. The defini-
tion of gatherings includes
indoor or outdoor arenas,
auctions, stadiums, tracks,
fairgrounds, festivals, zoos,
auditoriums, conference
rooms, meeting halls and
swimming pools and indoor
theaters and libraries.

Carnivals, midways, danc-
es, street dances and beer
gardens will still be prohib-
ited. Parades will only be
allowed if patrons remain in
their vehicles and the pub-
lic does not line the streets.
Dancing can take place at
events if individuals remain
at their tables/seats and so-
cial distancing is practiced
between groups. Dance recit-
als will be permitted under
the guidelines for gather-
ings.

Gyms, fitness centers,
health clubs and spas will
be limited to 75% capacity,
along with salons, barber
shops, massage therapy ser-
vices and tattoo/body art fa-
cilities.

Relaxation of guidelines
also extends to weddings
and funerals. Starting June
22, people attending these
events can sit at tables with a
maximum of eight individu-
als. Self-serve buffets and sal-
ad bars will not be allowed
and limited dancing or other
social events are allowed.

The contents of Phase 4
of the DHM were also an-
nounced on Monday. No date
has been set for implementa-
tion of Phase 4. Bars, restau-
rants, childcare facilities,
churches, gyms, fitness cen-

ASHLAND – On Monday,
Wildlife Safari Park became
more than just a drive-
through.

Officials announced that
guests are now able to leave
their cars and explore cer-
tain parts of the park after
the COVID-19 pandemic halt-
ed most activities there.

That includes the walking
trails, Bison Overlook, Peli-
can Wetlands Overlook, Ea-
gle Aviary, Prairie Dog view-
ing area, Pawnee Creed Food
Trailer and the base deck of
the Crane Meadows Viewing
Tower. The Visitor Center
is open for concessions and
retail items with a capacity
restriction of 25 guests at a
time.

Campout programs and
classis for family groups will
also begin with restrictions
for participants’ health and
safety.

The areas that remain
closed are the Hands-On Cor-
ral and the Nature Play Area
at Bison Overlook.

To help visitors adhere to
social distancing guidelines,
the park has placed “paw
prints” in high-traffic areas.
Other directional signs and
barriers will help visitors
navigate the changes at the
park as well.

Wearing face masks is

strongly recommended for
visitors to the park. Rest-
rooms are open for one fam-
ily at a time, and hand sani-
tizer is available. The park’s
drinking fountains and wa-
ter refill stations will remain
closed.

Park staff members are
utilizing enhanced cleaning
and disinfecting protocols.
Cleanliness remains a high
priority based on the health
and safety guidelines set by
state and local authorities.

“All of us at the Zoo and
Wildlife Safari Park are
thrilled to take this next step
toward normal operations,
while following the guide-
lines provided by Nebraska
officials,” said Gary Pettit,
superintendent of the park.
“We are overwhelmed by the
record-setting attendance we
have had this year as a safe,
outdoor experience for peo-
ple during the COVID-19 cri-
sis, and extremely grateful
for the community support.”

Admission prices were
reduced during the limited
visitation, but have now re-
turned to the normal rates.
The price for adults age 12
to 64 is $8. Children age 3 to
11 are $6 and senior citizens
over 65 are $7. Military per-
sonnel receive a $1 discount.
Annual memberships are

More pandemic
restrictions to be
relaxed June 22

Event organized to support Black Lives Matter
By Suzi Nelson
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HIDDEN HISTORY: Mark Celesky and his family have owned the Icehouse Cottage and Concession Stand at
Memphis State Recreation Area for more than a decade. More than a century ago, not far from the conces-
sion stand, stood one of the largest Icehouses in the United States. The Icehouse was producing more than
100,000 tons of ice before it was lost to a fire in 1921. (Staff Photo by Jason Unger)

Concession stand opens at Memphis SRA
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