
WAHOO – Traditional ac-
tivities will fill the day in
Wahoo on the Fourth of July,
but the day’s capper will
come with a twist.

The community is again
planning its Independence
Day celebration. The popu-
lar daytime activities will
make a return at their usual
time and place.

In the evening, Lake Wa-
nahoo will be the new home
for the Vintage Ballgame and
the fireworks.

Wahoo Chamber Execu-
tive Assistant Jennifer Woi-
ta said it’s something new
worth giving a try.

“The NRD approached us
about moving the fireworks
to the lake and we thought
let’s check out the possibil-
ity,” she said.

After checking with law

CERESCO – A new club
now in its second year is put-
ting a positive light on the in-
teraction between youth and
area law enforcement.

Police Clubs have already
been held this year in Ceres-
co and Wahoo and more are
planned in other communi-
ties. Police Club is sponsored
by Saunders County Youth
Services, with the coopera-
tion of the Saunders County
Sheriff’s Office, Ceresco Po-
lice Department and the Ne-
braska State Patrol.

The kids attending the re-
cent clubs have had a chance
to do such activities as sit in
the patrol cars, try their hand
at fingerprinting, watch a
NSP drug dog at work, get
handcuffed, work with crime
scene evidence and have
lunch with a cop.

Ceresco Police Officer
Chilton Leedom has other
ideas already in mind for fu-
ture Police Clubs too.

While Police Club is a
multi-agency event, those
agencies are giving Leedom
credit for coming up with the
idea for the interactive expe-
rience with law enforcement.

Leedom said he was just
hoping to have a program of-
fered in the community that
helped build a positive rela-
tionships between youth and
law enforcement.

Leedom, who worked with
youth programs when he
served with the Lincoln Po-
lice Department, said kids

can be afraid of law enforce-
ments. That is tied to the fact
that some of their experienc-
es with cops are in bad situa-
tions.

For example, they are
scared and vulnerable if a po-
lice officer has to haul away
one of their loved ones if
they did something bad. Or
if there is a car crash or seri-
ous accident, they may have

had interaction with law en-
forcement. But then too, their
emotions are high.

If those are the only experi-
ences, Leedom said the kids’
view of police is negative.

“I want to change that nar-
rative because I know kids
are afraid of us,” he said.

The police may still have
to arrest a loved one or work
with a kid during a time of

high stress, but increasing
the amount of interaction can
change perceptions.

“I want kids to get to know
cops,” he said. “I want kids
to know that we are the good
guys and we are there to
help.”

In Ceresco June 17, there
were about 30 youth who
showed up for Police Club. In
Wahoo the week before, there
were about 25.

Leedom said he was happy
with the numbers, but would
like to reach even more kids.

There has been discussion
about holding a Police Club
in Ashland and Yutan. An-
other one is planned in Ceres-
co later this summer as well.

Some of the basics, like fin-
gerprinting, will take place at
each Police Club.

“That sort of stuff never
grows old,” Leedom said.

But, he also would like to
bring in other activities, such
as the radar gun or police
helicopters, to offer new ex-
periences for repeat attend-
ees. He added there is also a
breakout of activities at Po-
lice Club for the older and the
younger kids.

He dreams of being able to
put on a Police Camp, but ad-
mitted that is probably going
to be a while down the road.

For now, he is grateful for
the support that has been re-
ceived from Saunders Coun-
ty Youth Services and area
law enforcement agencies.

“I think we did a lot in a
short time,” he added.
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WAHOO – Valuation pro-
test forms are trickling in
this year, but there are still a
few more days to file.

The Saunders County
Clerk’s Office reported on
Monday that only 87 protests
have been filed so far.

Protesters have until 5
p.m. Monday, July 1 to file.
The deadline has been ex-
tended a day, since June 30
falls on a weekend.

While some last minute fil-
ing is expected, the numbers
this year appear to be below
previous year protests.

Last year, 245 valuation
protests were filed. Two
years ago, the number was
453. There 6,668 value change
notification sent out last
year, and 10,954 the year be-
fore that.

But while there were 9,300
valuation change notifica-
tions sent out in May to real
property owners in Saunders
County, Saunders County
Assessor/Register of Deeds
Rhonda Andresen pointed
out that some of those notices
were for decreases and some
were only for small increas-
es.

After the deadline passes
to file a protest, the infor-
mation will be reviewed and
then a final determination
will be made by the Saunders
County Board of Equaliza-
tion.

More information and pro-
test forms are available at
the offices of the clerk and
treasurer. Protest forms are
available at the county court-
house and online at www.
saunderscounty.ne.gov.

CEDAR BLUFFS – The Vil-
lage of Cedar Bluffs is eyeing
its options for a reliable wa-
ter supply.

Cedar Bluffs Utilities Su-
perintendent Matt Baker re-
ported issues started about
five years ago, when one of
the village’s two wells tested
high for arsenic.

Eventually, the arsenic
level came down and current
testing is not indicating an
immediate action.

“Since then, both have
been holding steady,” Baker
said.

But if a spike happens
again, he said the village
could be faced with having
to shut down one of its two
wells.

To avoid the potential con-
sequences of losing a well, the
decision was made two years
ago by the Village Board of
Trustees to begin searching
for another water source.
The board has been working

Pulling Away
Kaysen Drews of Yutan pedals with all his might at the Yutan Days Kids Tractor Pull on Friday. Kids from ages four to 12 did their best in the tractor pull to earn the chance of

competing in the Kids Tractor Pull at the Nebraska State Fair in Grand Island. For more Yutan Days photos, turn to Pages 4B and 5B. (Staff Photo by Clayton Karloff)

Police Club strives for positive impact
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

KIDS AND COPS: Saunders County Sheriff’s Deputy Joe Smaus puts
handcuffs on one of Ceresco Police Club participants last week. The
kids also got to see inside of his patrol car. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brich-
cek)

Emergency Relief
The Hurts Donut Emergency Donut Vehicle was in Wahoo June 19. Not only did area residents get some tasty treats, but the fundraiser also

netted about $170 for Saunders County Lost Pets. The donut company brought 78 dozen to town in a remodeled old ambulance and sold out in
about 18 minutes. The line for most of that time stretched all the way across the Wahoo Super parking lot. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

- See Club Page 3A

Country Stepping
Connie Roberts of LaMoni, Iowa and Ray Schnellenberg of Anita,

Iowa dance to the music of the Mike Hughes band during the Wahoo
Country Music Show last Friday afternoon. The annual festival was
held at the Saunders County Fairgrounds in Wahoo. (Staff Photo by
Lisa Brichacek)

Valuation protests still
trickle in, deadline near
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Cedar Bluffs continues
water options search

By Clayton Karloff
clayton.karloff@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Water Page 3A
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