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WAHOO – The yellow cards for
real property valuation changes
got into property owners hands last
week.

Almost 9,300 valuation change
notifications were sent out for the
16,390 parcels of property in Saun-
ders County.

But while that may be a few more
change of notification cards than

last year, Saunders County Asses-
sor/Register of Deeds Rhonda An-
dresen said not all of those cards
notified owners that their property
increased in value.

“Nine thousand seems like a lot,
but some of them were lowered,”
she said.

Property owners must be notified
by June 1 of any changes in valua-
tion – both increase or decrease.

Property owners now have un-
til June 30 to protest the valuation

change. Protest forms are available
at the county courthouse and online
at www.saunderscounty.ne.gov.

Andresen said there were a few
inquiries about valuation increases
at her office last week. One of the
increases on property that people
have been asking about is on rural
residence.

“We did do a blanket increase on
rural residence because it’s been
some years since those changed,”
she added.

Andresen explained that while ag
land value was continually increas-
ing in recent years, there was an ef-
fort made not to change the value
for the residences.

“They tried not to do the homes
when the ag land was going up,”
she said. “But, it was just time to get
caught up.”

The blanket increase for rural
residential ranged from 10 to 12 per-
cent.

Dryland ag ground in Area 2 and

Area 3 (central and eastern parts of
the county) also saw some increas-
es.

“All the rest stayed the same or
maybe even went down,” Andresen
said.

Rural home owners were not the
only ones to see values go up.

Some home and building values
in Ashland, Yutan, Riverview, San-
dy Pointe, Thomas Lakes, Valley

WAHOO – Traditional
country and bluegrass music
and a whole lot of entertain-
ers will again be the stars
of the Country Music Show
next week in Wahoo.

The 22nd Annual Kennas-
ton’s Country Music Show
will start Thursday, June
20 and run through Sunday,
June 23. Most of the activity
will take place at the Saun-
ders County Fairgrounds in
Wahoo.

However, the music festi-
val will feature a Thursday
evening concert at Starlite
Event Center west of Wahoo.

Country Music Show Orga-
nizer Sharon Kennaston said
the first night concert seems
to get bigger and better every
year.

“It’s turning into the high-
light of the show,” she said.

Next Thursday night’s
entertainers include Tony
Booth, Justin Trevino, Land-
on Dodd and Dennis Strough-
matt with the Heart of Texas
Records Band.

Local and regional tal-
ent will again be on stage
throughout the country mu-
sic show. Kennaston said
there will be multiple stages
located throughout the fair-
grounds.

Tommy Buller will be back
this year too. Kennaston said
he is from Omaha but is now
making his name known in
Nashville. Buller has per-
formed at the Wahoo Country
Music Show many times over
the years.

Kennaston expected more
than 300 entertainers and
about 1,000 people to attend
the show. The festival that
has gone on for more than
two decades sees many peo-
ple come back year after

year.
She has made many friends

who are just like family now.
“The music is great, but

it’s more of the family re-
union,” she added.

While the show is just as
big as ever, Kennaston said
fewer people are camping out
at the fairgrounds in recent
years. That perhaps is gen-
erational style. Some of the
older attendees who are com-
ing to the show can no longer
camp out and the younger
crowd doesn’t camp out.

Still, it is expected that
campers will start arriving
this Sunday in preparation
for the festival.

Kennaston said there has
been some concerns this year
with road detours because
of flooding. She said regular
folks coming from Iowa, for
example, may have to find al-

BRAINARD – State Sen.
Bruce Bostleman wasn’t par-
ticularly pleased with the
outcome of the recent legisla-
tive session when it came to
the budget.

The Brainard resident,
who represents Saun-
ders County in Dis-
trict 23, said the bi-
ennial $9.3 billion
budget passed by the
legislature did not
have enough property
tax reduction for Ne-
braskans.

“We cannot con-
tinue to increase the
budget and not do any
relief to our property
taxes,” he said.

However, the bud-
get will fund some
things that the state needs,
including long term health
care, Bostleman added.

In all, 294 bills were passed
out of the 739 introduced dur-
ing the 90-day legislative ses-
sion, which ended six days
early.

One of the most important
bills that was passed, accord-
ing to Bostleman, included
LB519, which concerns hu-
man trafficking. Bostleman
co-sponsored the bill.

“It’s something we need to
continually be educating peo-
ple on because it happens in

our district,” he said.
The bill includes harsher

penalties for those who par-
ticipate in human trafficking
and funding for educating
Nebraskans about the grow-
ing problem.

“People need to be aware of
it and report it if things just
don’t look right,” he said.

The senator was
also pleased that the
legislature passed
LB512, providing ear-
ly property tax relief
for people who were
affected by the flood-
ing and blizzard that
took place in March.
He wanted to make
sure everyone knows
about the bill and the
deadline for applica-
tion, which is July 15.

“It’s an important
thing that people need

to be aware of and take a look
at,” he said.

Bostleman introduced
LB698 in response to com-
plaints from constituents
about trash and debris fall-
ing from trucks as they trav-
el on local highways. Most of
the complaints in Saunders
County are about the haul-
ers going to the Butler Coun-
ty landfill near David City.
More than 300 trucks a day
go into the landfill, he said.

The senator said he sees

Mead Days set
for this weekend

Valuation notices include increases, decreases
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com
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Scenic Ride
Sunday morning’s tractor ride as part of Cedar Bluffs Days didn’t provide a lot of sunshine, but it did provide open road scenery. This rider atop

an Allis Chalmers WD 45 checks out cropland along County Road X west of Cedar Bluffs. For more photos from Cedar Bluffs Days, turn to Page
4B. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

Youth ag tour meets with success
WAHOO – The first Saun-

ders County Youth Agri-
culture Tour was met with
eager participants and high
hopes for next year.

Lower Platte North Nat-
ural Resource District In-
formation and Education
Department Head Desirae
TePoel said for a first year
event, a good number of stu-
dents showed up to take part.
The seventh through 12th
graders from multiple Saun-
ders County schools num-
bered at about 30.

“It was around what we ex-
pected,” TePoel said.

TePoel said over the
course of the tour, the stu-
dents saw and learned about
different aspects about agri-
culture in Saunders County.

“The agriculture life is
very diverse here,” TePoel

SOIL LESSONS: University of Nebraska Extension Educator Keith Glewen leads a lecture last Friday on farm-
land rented by Kavan Farm Services during the first Saunders County Youth Ag Tour. The students learned
about soil research and its importance to the agricultural industry of Nebraska. (Staff Photo by Clayton Karloff)

By Clayton Karloff
clayton.karloff@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Tour Page 3A

Music show ready for another run

- See Music Page 3A

Senator: budget
work not enough

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

- See Senator Page 3A

Bruce
Bostleman

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

One More Time
Wahoo Co-Owner Rex Kumpula re-arranges a few remaining items on the shelves last Friday morning.

The grocery store in downtown Wahoo closed at the end of the day on Friday and has been having discount
sales to empty the shelves and stock room. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

MEAD – Activities for this
year’s Mead Days kick off
Friday evening and continue
through Sunday afternoon.

Mead Days Co-Chair
Dalene Selko said festivities
would include many old fa-
vorites, but a number of new
events as well.

These newer events will
include a craft area for kids,
face painting and a car show.
Some of the more traditional
events include a beer pong
tournament, a pop garden,
the Color Fun Run and a four
on four sand volleyball tour-
nament.

“The volleyball tourna-
ment filled up a month ago.
It’s pretty big in Mead,” Selko
said.

It will take more than 50
volunteers to make Mead
Days happen again this year.

“We just like to see every-
one having fun. A lot of vol-
unteers really stepped up to
help,” Selko said.

Proceeds earned from the
weekend of activities will be
divvied up, with 90 percent
going back into the commu-
nity in one form or another.
Selko said funds help pay for
sports tournaments, park im-
provements and donations
to the schools or fire depart-
ment.

The remaining 10 percent
is used to help fund next
year’s Mead Days.

Selko said the best parts of
Mead days are seeing every-

By Clayton Karloff
clayton.karloff@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Mead Page 3A
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