
 WAHOO – Doris Karloff is 
still reeling. 
 The District 2 Saunders 
County Supervisor was 
and still is in disbelief after 
learning on July 22 her that a 
constituent had filed a recall 
petition with the intention of 
booting her from the county 
board. 
 On July 21, the day before 
Karloff learned of the peti-
tion, Rhonda Carritt of Wa-
hoo filed a petition to recall 
the Yutan supervisor. Car-
ritt’s reasoning for the filing 
stems from Karloff allegedly 
not representing “the best in-
terests of the district.” 
 “The residents of Saun-
ders County District 2 hold 
that our elected Supervisor 
Doris Karloff has not repre-
sented the best interests of 
the district,” the statement 
read. “Choosing to ignore 
recommendations of the 
county planning board, fa-
voring big business over its 
residents, putting personal 
and family gain above the 
residents and being out of 
touch with her constituents. 
For this, Karloff should be 
recalled.” 
 Karloff said she believes 
Carritt’s reasoning is not val-
id and assumes the petition 
is related to the controver-
sial solar farm conditional 
use permit the county board 

unanimously approved with 
stipulations at a meeting in 
May. Karloff did not attend 
that meeting and did not vote 
on the agenda item. 
 Karloff was one of many 
Yutan area landowners that 
received a letter from Com-
munity Energy about leasing 
their land to house a solar 
farm south of Yutan. Karl-
off’s son Chad, who farms 
family land as well as his 
own personal property in the 
area, did not discard the let-
ter like his parents and other 
residents considered doing. 
 “(We) looked at it and ba-
sically thought of tossing it 
away,” Karloff said. 
 Karloff’s son will be one 
of a handful landowners in 
eastern Saunders County to 
go into contract with Com-
munity Energy to develop 
this 500-acre solar farm. 
 Because of this conflict of 
interest, Karloff said she ab-
stained from all discussion 
and action related to the so-
lar farm regulations and per-
mits which can be confirmed 
in meeting minutes recorded 
between February and May 
2021. The minutes reflect 
that Karloff, as chairperson, 
relinquished her power to 
District 1 Supervisor Dave 
Lutton during agenda items 
connected to the solar topic.  
 “I have tried to do my best 
to make sure that I was doing 
everything legally correct,” 
Karloff said. 

 According to the filing, 
Carritt requested 75 peti-
tions as the principal circu-
lator. In order for the spe-
cial election to go through, 
Carritt and volunteers will 
need to obtain at least 573 
valid signatures from regis-
tered voters within District 
2 which includes Union, 
Wahoo, Marble and most of 
Clear Creek townships. 
 Each petition has space for 
a total of 20 signatures which 
would mean Carritt and vol-
unteers have space for 1,500 
signatures. Lindgren said 
because Carritt requested 
so many petitions, Lindgren 
and her office will only vali-
date up to 573 signatures. 
 This determination comes 
from Nebraska State Statute 
32-1303 where it states “the 
petition shall be signed by 
registered voters equal in 
number to at least 35% of the 
number of votes cast for the 
person receiving the most 
votes for such office in the 
last general election.” 
 Karloff held the highest 
number of votes for her of-
fice with 1,637 votes to rein-
state the supervisor. Thirty-
five percent of this number 
equals 573. 
 Karloff has until Aug. 11 
to submit her defense state-
ment before Carritt can be-
gin obtaining signatures. 
Karloff said she plans to ex-
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• Carlos “Corky” L. Charles, 67, Mead
• Andrew Richard Chohon, 7, Wahoo
• James Augustine Chohon, 11, Wahoo
• Monica Marie Chohon, 18, Wahoo
• William C. “Bill” Hammond, 94, Bellevue
• Joan G. Hanson, 58, Ithaca
• Sydney Jo Kenning, 4, Ceresco
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Patron starts recall petition for Brigham
 WAHOO – Frustration over not 
being allowed on the Wahoo Board 
of Education agenda to discuss pro-
posed health education standards 
and what he perceives as a lack of 
leadership led Kyle Cooper to file a 
recall against school board Presi-
dent Rob Brigham last week.
 The Wahoo resident and father 
of two young children going into 
preschool and second grade filed 
the recall on July 21. The reason 

he stated reads: “I am initiating 
the process to recall and remove 
Rob Brigham as a member of the 
Wahoo School Board due to his fail-
ure to provide transparency in his 
role as board president. His lack of 
leadership in debating the current 
and very serious issues important 
to the constituents of District 39 are 
the reasons for this request.”
 The recall came two days after 
an estimated 60 people attended the 
Wahoo Board of Education meeting 
to hear Cooper and others speak 
during the public comment portion 

of the meeting. During his state-
ment Cooper expressed his frustra-
tion at the fact that he said he asked 
repeatedly to be on the agenda for 
the July 19 meeting and was told no 
each time.
 Cooper said he requested to be on 
the agenda to ask the school board 
to pass a resolution that would re-
ject the proposed comprehensive 
health education standards being 
drawn up by the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Education. 
 The Nebraska Department of Ed-
ucation released a draft in March of 

the new proposed health standards 
for public comment. A second draft 
is still in the works and won’t be 
released until fall. Then the public 
will again be allowed to provide in-
put before the standards are final-
ized or further revised.
 The draft form of the standards 
would have kindergarten teachers 
instructing students about anato-
my, including genitalia, and would 
teach first graders about sexual 
consent, Cooper said.
 The resolution Cooper refers to 
was sent out to school districts by 

a group of Nebraska state senators, 
including Bruce Bostelman, who 
represents Saunders County in Dis-
trict 23. The “form letter” version 
of the resolution essentially says 
that parents and guardians are the 
ones who should be providing their 
children with sex education, not 
schools, and that the board “will 
not adopt or utilize the Health Edu-
cation Standards proposed by the 
Nebraska Department of Educa-
tion.”

 WAHOO – Nearly 11,000 
people have signed an online 
petition as of Tuesday to in-
stall a traffic light at a busy 
intersection north of Wahoo 
after three siblings died in a 
collision there recently.
 Whitney Anderson of Wa-
hoo started the petition on 
change.org on July 21 after 
Monica, James and Andrew 
Chohon died while trying to 
cross Highway 77 at the in-
tersection of Highway 109 on 
July 20. 
 The Nebraska State Pa-
trol reported that Monica 
Chohon, a recent graduate 
of Bishop Neumann High 
School in Wahoo, was driv-
ing a Pontiac Grand Am 
with her two brothers as 

Three 
youth 
killed  
in car 
crash

Recall filed for Supervisor Karloff
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Fair Time

First Love
 Kaysen Drews, son of Amanda and Justin Drews of Yutan, plants a kiss on the nose of his calf, Rocket, as he and his family settle in Sunday for the week-long Saunders County 
Fair. For more photos of early fair action and the Wahoo Saddle Club PRCA Rodeo, turn to pages 2B and 3B.  (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Pure Power
 Jonathan Swanson of Wahoo takes first place in his division during the Saunders County Fair Tractor 
and Truck Pull on Sunday evening at the fairgrounds arena. The fair festivities kicked off with the three-day 
Wahoo Saddle Club PRCA Rodeo last Thursday and continue through this Sunday. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

By Suzi Nelson
Wahoo Newspaper
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