
 CERESCO – When the Ceresco 
Days Committee made the deci-
sion in January to host the annual 
event, it was a last minute decision, 
Jody Anderson said. 
 The Ceresco Days Committee 
secretary said last year they lost 
deposits they’ll never get back after 
having to cancel the long-standing 
community tradition because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 “We were waiting for the last 
minute, you know, can we, can’t 
we?” Anderson said. “We’re going 
to plan for it, not putting any mon-
ey down because last year, I don’t 
know how many deposits we didn’t 
get back.” 
 When infection rates began to 
decrease and vaccines started roll-
ing out in April, the Ceresco Days 
committee announced the final-
ized dates for the event. Unlike last 
year, the event scheduled for July 
9, 10 and 11 will go on and no masks 
or social distancing protocols are 
to be implemented.    
 Ceresco Days will kick off the 
evening of Friday, July 9 with the 
15th annual Car Show and Shine 
at 4 p.m. on the ball field as well 
as “outstanding food” by Ceresco 
Legion Post 244 at the park shelter 
and pie and ice cream supplied by 
Ceresco United Methodist Church 
at Scout Hall at the park. 
 At 6 p.m., the beer garden will 
open at First and Elm streets near 
the Legion hall, followed by a pet-
ting zoo at 6:15 p.m. and kiddie pa-
rade at 6:45 p.m. starting at Second 
and Spruce streets. 
 After the kiddie parade, the 
Ceresco Days Parade will start at 
7 p.m. also at Second and Spruce 
streets.
 Route 66 will be performing for 
the street dance at 8 p.m. at the beer 
garden. 
 The first night of Ceresco Days 
will end with fireworks at dusk. 
Anderson said the firework show 
finale will be a little bigger this 
year after a donation to the Ceresco 
Days Committee from Ernie’s in 
Ceresco furniture store for their 
75th anniversary. 
 Day 2 of Ceresco Days will start 
off with a good way for residents 
to get their blood pumping while 
also giving back to the community. 
There will be a color run at 10 a.m. 
with proceeds going toward the 
Ceresco Splash Pad project. The 
run will start at the park. 
 Saunders County and Ceresco 
Police Club and Saunders County 
Youth Services will be hosting the 
annual wiffle ball tournament start-
ing at 11 a.m. In previous years, the 
Police Club has always hosted the 
event, but this year Youth Services 
will be joining them. 

 WAHOO – The Hansen siblings’ 
art couldn’t be more different. 
 Aspen creates hyper realistic 
art with prismacolor pencils and 
a white gel pen to add the final 
touches. The 15-year-old mostly 
does animals because that’s what 
people enjoy, but she also draws 
other subjects and experiments 
with markers, paint, photography 
and other mediums. 
 Rune, 12, wasn’t always into art, 
but with the encouragement of his 
mother Stone Cottage Studio artist 
Alissa Hansen, as well as his sis-
ter he eventually found his muse 
– campers. Prior to moving to Wa-
hoo in April 2019, the Hansen fam-
ily spent an entire year traveling 
in a camper. 
 The experience was so impactful 
on Rune, that he decided to make 
campers and other vehicles his 
creative focal point. Opposite his 
sister, Rune’s style is looser, thin 
black lines with layers of watercol-
ors to create a more abstract ver-
sion of the camper or vehicle. 
 While their work is at odds, they 
recognize that everyone has their 
own style. 
 “You don’t want to feel like you 
have to live up to something when 
you’re just not that,” Aspen said. 
“Everyone has their own style and 
that should be special for them.” 
 Which was something that Rune 
learned in his journey to find what 
he liked to draw. 
 With his mother and sister be-

ing artists, Rune said he felt he 
had a lot to live up to and when he 
couldn’t necessarily do what other 
members of his family did, he grew 
frustrated. But ever since the fam-
ily spent a year in a camper, he’s 
loved campers. 
 “I had to keep on looking and I 
found campers and I was like that, 
that’s gonna be my thing,” Rune 
said.
 Their mother Alissa established 
Stone Cottage Studio after being 
inspired by the home they pur-

chased in Wahoo which looks like 
a stone cottage. In the past year 
or so, Alissa has been focusing on 
watercolor paintings of buildings 
throughout Saunders County. 
 Prior to that, her children said 
she has been creating for as long 
as they can remember. For Alissa, 
knowing her children also love to 
do what she loves to do is satisfy-
ing. 
 Both of their contrasting styles 
are on display at Redbone Ridge 
Trading Company, and Aspen’s 

work is also featured in Turtle 
Creek Gallery in Ashland and 
Moonrise Gallery in Elkhorn. Alis-
sa said these opportunities for her 
kids have been positive, growth 
moments. 
 “I really love seeing them get a 
head start and learn the ins and 
outs of art that is creating a busi-
ness at an early age,” Hansen said. 
“It just gives them a foundation I 
feel like to build on.” 
 Throughout the experience of 
having art in a variety of different 
studios, the two have learned quite 
a bit. For Aspen, she’s learned 
more about the business as well 
as how to frame her own work, the 
importance of pricing her pieces 
and working with customers and 
other sellers. 
 Rune has also learned about 
these aspects of business as well 
as accounting for supplies and the 
costs that go along with purchas-
ing different supplies. The two 
have also realized that their age 
plays a part in selling art too. 
 “When you’re selling things in 
store, if someone finds out that 
you’re 15 or 12, they’re more like-
ly to buy it in my opinion,” Aspen 
said. “It’s definitely a good start to 
be younger.”
 Alissa said that Redbone Ridge 
Trading Company’s Tracey Ste-
vens has made a huge impact on 
her kids, especially Rune. Rune 
helps out at Tracey’s shop which 
has contributed to what he’s learn-
ing about the business. 
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• Irma J. Dostal, 84, Mead
• Genevieve “Jenny” Louise Iversen, 80, Wahoo
• Sharon Gruhn, 74, Ravenna
• Diana Rae Gorden, 62, Prague
• Twila Ann Janecek, 91, Wahoo
• Myra Frances Krahmer, 78, Yutan
• Russel L. Swanson, 82, Wahoo

By Elsie Stormberg
Wahoo Newspaper
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By Elsie Stormberg
Wahoo Newspaper

Hansen siblings produce different art styles
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 ASHLAND — The farm pond behind 
Stan and Evelyn Keiser’s home was an 
idyllic scene of rural life.
 Migratory birds remembered the pri-
vate body of water on their annual jour-
ney north each spring. In the summer, a 
chorus of bullfrogs would join in a ser-
enade from the tree-lined bank. Fisher-
men found the pond stocked with bass, 
many longer than 20 inches.
 The Keisers were entertaining plans 
of putting up a cabin near the pond dock, 
just in time for their retirement, while 
their daughter’s family envisioned 
building a house that would overlook 
the body of water from the south.
 Once clear and teeming with life, the 
Keisers’ pond is now murky and stained 
by chemicals — a victim of what hap-
pened at the far end of its 6,000-acre wa-

tershed.
 At the origin of the waterway that 
feeds into it, some 6 miles to the north 
and west, is AltEn, the biofuel plant that 
turned pesticide-coated corn seeds into 
ethanol.
 Since the plant began piling up the 
millions of pounds of toxic waste on 
its property, heavy rains have flushed 
a cocktail of chemicals downstream, 
through a University of Nebraska re-
search farm and an Army training 
ground, directly into the Keisers’ pond.
 The pesticides, phosphates and am-
monia — as well as other chemicals 
— have effectively rendered the pond 
devoid of life, said Stan Keiser, whose 

family has lived on the property for 
more than a century.
 “There’s not one lick of oxygen in 
there,” he said. “It’s about as sterile as 
you can get.”
 The Keisers’ history with the land in 
southeastern Saunders County began 
long before the pond.
 Eli and Cora Keiser — Stan’s great-
grandparents — bought an expansive 
property 7 miles north of Ashland in 
1911 and farmed it until low grain prices 
forced him to sell off most of the farm in 
the Great Depression.
 Their son and Stan’s grandfather, Ira 

Wastewater from AltEn contaminates Keiser’s pond
By Chris Dunker

Lincoln Journal Star
Stormwater runoff path
Stormwater running off of pesticide-contaminated wet distiller’s grains 
at AltEn flowed downstream 6 miles to Stan and Evelyn Keiser’s pro-
eprty

“There’s not one lick of oxygen in there. It’s about as 
sterile as you can get.”   

~ Stan Keiser, property owner

Skyline Lights Up

Wanahoo Fireworks
 Fireworks are enjoyed on the shores, jetties and boats of Lake Wanahoo on Sunday the Fourth of July. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

- See Pond Page 3A

YOUNG ARTISTS: Siblings Rune, left, and Aspen Hansen stand in their home in 
Wahoo on Friday. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)
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