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• Richard R. Brabec, 86, Mead

• Hattie E. Pabian, 89, David City

• Lorene Woita, 97, David City

Graduating Tigers

Wahoo 150 celebration postponed to 2021
WAHOO – Celebrating the anni-

versary of Wahoo’s founding had
already been delayed due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Now, it will be
postponed until next year.

The Wahoo 150th Anniversary
Committee has announced the cel-
ebration is now scheduled for June
25, 26 and 27, 2020.

Wahoo 150 Committee Chair-
woman Denise Lawver said the
decision to postpone was not an
easy one to make. But she said the
committee felt it was the one that
had to be made given the ongoing

pandemic, the continued Directed
Health Measures and the overall
well-being of the community.

The committee began last year
to plan activities for the Wahoo 150
celebration that had been original-
ly scheduled for this June 26, 27 and
28. After the pandemic took hold,
the committee made the decision to
delay it until the end of August.

The committee met June 15 and
made the decision to postpone
again.

“It is disappointing because the
committee and all the subcommit-
tees have been working very hard
for the past year,” Lawver said.
“But, we have to think of the entire

community and do what is best.”
The committee had discussed

scaling back activities and still
doing some that might work with
proper social distancing and other
Directed Health Measures, accord-
ing to Lawver.

“That is hard to do and there
would still be some people who
would not be able to come and en-
joy,” she added.

There may be several activi-
ties that individual organizations
or businesses proceed with, but
Lawver said the best decision was
to postpone the committee-spon-
sored weekend until next year.

Wahoo 150 fell onto the calendar
this year as 2020 fell 25 years after

the town’s quasquicentennial cel-
ebration. Although 1870 is consid-
ered the founding of the town, there
were other milestones, such as in-
corporation, that came in the years
that followed. Lawver said a list is
also being developed of current or-
ganizations and businesses who
will be noting anniversaries of 50,
75 or 100 in the next few years.

“There are some big ones coming
up,” she said. “Next year, there are
still plenty of reasons to celebrate.”

The committee will take a few
months off and then will get back
together in August to start plan-
ning next year’s activities.

WAHOO – The Nebraska
Supreme Court has ruled
that a retrial take place in
the city’s lawsuit against
NIFCO Mechanical Systems
for a 2014 water line break at
the Wahoo Public Library.

Last Friday, the Supreme
Court reversed the Saunders
County District Court ruling
and ordered a new trial be
held. In 2019, District Court
Judge Christina Marroquin
ruled that the City of Wa-
hoo did not meet its burden
of proof in the case against
NIFCO. The city was seeking
damages from NIFCO, saying
the fire suppression installed
at the library was supposed

to be a “dry system,” mean-
ing no water would stand in
the lines.

On Jan. 7, 2014, a line
broke at the library, caus-
ing the fire suppression sys-
tem to activate. Water rained
down from the ceiling and
caused significant damage.
The city’s insurance provid-
er, LARM, covered expenses
related to the water damage
and cleanup, but did not cov-
er the cost to repair the fire
suppression system. The city
then filed a civil complaint
against NIFCO, Cheever
Construction and Midwest
Automatic Fire Sprinkler
Company to recoup those
costs. Cheever and Midwest

WAHOO – A local 4-H club
was busy last week build-
ing four new benches for
the Saunders County fair-
grounds.

The Mid-Bluff Livestock
4-H Club members, along
with their leaders and par-
ents, assembled the benches
at the Commercial Building
because of rain.

Club Member Taylor
Thiesen said they received
a grant from the Fremont
Area Community Founda-
tion after giving a presenta-
tion to the organization that
included a slide show and
video. The club also received
a donation from the Wahoo
Community Foundation and
the Saunders County Agri-
culture Society. The benches
are engraved with the names

of these groups to honor each
sponsor, as well as one for
the club itself.

“It’s really nice how sup-
portive the community has
been,” said club leader Sarah
Kruse.

The new benches are made
of composite, which will
last longer than the wooden
benches on the fairgrounds’
Arbor Trail that they will re-
place, said Kruse.

The club is also working
on adding patio lights to the
trail, which was created by
the club more than 20 years
ago. The trail runs between
the 4-H and Open Class build-
ings.

There are 20 members in
the Mid-Bluff 4-H Livestock
Club. The members not only
work with livestock, but also
do a wide variety of 4-H proj-
ects.

Supreme Court
orders new trial in
city library lawsuit
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4-H club builds benches
for county fairgrounds
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PRE-GRADUATION DANCE: A group of East Butler graduates do a little dance as they
prepare for the commencement ceremony.

VALEDICTORIAN: “Coronavirus may have stripped
away our last three months of school, but we cer-
tainly didn’t let it take everything,” said Matthew
Janak during his valedictorian address.

Yutan Days festivities are latest victim of COVID-19 pandemic

YUTAN – The COVID-19
pandemic has cancelled an-
other summer community
celebration.

Chieftain Club Member
Angie Woster said planning

the event never really got
off the ground this year due
to an issue with the carnival
company that came last year.

Blues Amusements
brought several carnival
rides and games to down-
town Yutan for the festivi-
ties in 2019. They were under

contract to provide enter-
tainment until 5 p.m. on the
Sunday of Yutan Days last
year, but shut down several
hours early.

Because of the issue, the
Chieftain Club was looking
to hold Yutan Days without
a carnival. But then the coro-

navirus reared its ugly head,
and planning was put to a
halt.

Woster said the club also
decided not to hold Yutan
Days because of the affect the
pandemic has had on local
businesses which supply do-
nations that are used to oper-

ate the festivities.
“We didn’t want to put any

burden on already affected
businesses,” she said.

Woster said the club is
considering holding a small
event in the fall that could
include a street dance and
inflatables, but nothing has

been planned for now.
Plans for Yutan Days next

year have not begun.
“We will just have to see

where we are with carnival
companies and other options
that are out there,” Woster
said.
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BENCH BUILDERS: Mid-Bluff Livestock 4-H Club members build a
bench last Friday that will be placed on the Saunders County fair-
grounds. Pictured are (from left) Taylor Thiesen, Jaxon Thiesen, Zoey
Feala, Tucker Kruse and Tristyn Feala. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

HAPPY GRAD: Angelyna Mitchem is exultant after receiving her diploma from East Butler High School during the commencement ceremony
held Saturday in Brainard. Superintendent Sam Stecher told the students the end the school year wasn’t what they expected. “Sometimes life
sends you a curveball,” he said. “It is our job to stay in the batters box and swing the bat.” (Staff Photos by Suzi Nelson)


