
LINCOLN – Along 48th Street in
Northeast Lincoln, a distinctively,
bright sun will guide you to a tiny
boutique owned by two mighty wom-
en.

Of course, this sun isn’t the real
sun, but a sign. A sign that draws
you to a new boutique called Rise ‘N
Shine.

On Oct. 3, Eagle’s Natasha Dob-
bins and Pam Wilson-Mollo of Wa-
verly opened the boutique in Lin-
coln near 48th and Adams streets.

The shop sells sizes small to 3X with
the goal of selling clothing at reason-
able prices.

For both Dobbins and Wilson-Mol-
lo, their goal was to provide a wel-
coming environment for all women
of all shapes and sizes. Ultimately,
they both want to make people feel
good, the way the clothes they sell
make each other feel good.

“Before I had my son, I was really
skinny and so I would want to dress
up and stuff but as I got older clothes
were too big [or] too small,” Wilson-
Mollo said. “I just want to make peo-
ple feel good about themselves and

not have to spend an arm and a leg to
get an outfit.”

Dobbins said opening the bou-
tique was on a whim. She’s always
wanted to open a boutique and Wil-
son-Mollo said she’s always wanted
to open her own thrift shop. Dob-
bins and Wilson-Mollo said they had
wanted the theme to be a farmhouse
theme, which is why they went with
Rise ‘N Shine.

According to the pair, they knew
they wanted the farmhouse theme,
but were really struggling to come
up with a name of the boutique until
one afternoon.

“We were just spitballing, not
enough coffee one afternoon we’re
both hired and sitting there and a
little slap happy,” Dobbins said.

Wilson-Mollo had come across
a little rooster, which made them
think of Rise ‘N Shine.

When Dobbins pitched the idea to
her partner in crime in mid-August,
Wilson-Mollo agreed and they began
planning and searching for a loca-
tion. They took possession of their
current location on Sept. 1 to open a
month later.
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Mahoney State Park restaurant closes
LINCOLN — Caddy’s Parkside Grill at the Peter Kiewit Lodge is closing its doors after

two years of providing food service to guests at Eugene T. Mahoney State Park.
“This situation is unfortunate and is precipitated in part by diminished demand for sit-

in dining options in conjunction with the present and growing COVID pandemic trends,”
said Jim Swenson, Nebraska Game and Parks Commission Parks Division administra-
tor.

Game and Parks administration is evaluating options for future food services at the
popular lodge that has sweeping scenic views of the Platte River watershed from the res-
taurant space.

RISE N SHINE: Eagle’s Natasha Dobbins, left, and Waverly’s Pam Wilson-Mollo stand in their store Rise N Shine in Lincoln on Thursday. The boutique is something Dobbins said
she’s always wanted to do so when she pitched the idea to her “partner in crime” Wilson-Mollo in August they didn’t expect to be open and operating by Oct. 3. The boutique sells
clothing in size small to 3X and purchases things that Dobbins and Wilson-Mollo would wear. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

Community
member
spreading
joy through
quirky acts

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

WAVERLY – The Food Bank of
Lincoln Executive Director Scott
Young said that the pandemic has
forced the nonprofit to make a lot of
difficult decisions.

One of those decisions being to
cease drive-through distributions
to the city of Waverly area in No-
vember.

Waverly was one of about 11 lo-
cations Young said the food bank
began distributing to in April af-
ter COVID-19 began. Now, because
of the rising numbers of COVID-19
cases in Lancaster County, the food
bank began to cut back on their dis-
tribution locations, including Wa-

verly.
“We are choosing from the least

worst decisions we can make but
we have a finite amount of food and
staffing at this point,” Young said.

Along with the decision to cut
back on distribution locations, the
food bank also chose to remove vol-
unteers for health reasons which
means staff members are the pri-
mary workers.

“We are able to do less work than
we would like to do,” Young said.
“But I would share that we never
do everything we want to do.”

Young said since they began dis-
tributing in Waverly at the Waver-
ly Community Foundation building
in April, they have helped on aver-
age 93 people in the eight drive-

through distributions over the
course of six months. During those
six months, from April to October,
Young said they connected an esti-
mate of 18,600 meals with Waverly
residents.

Waverly’s Cheri Kaiser became
a source of information about the

food bank distribution date in the
Waverly Parents Facebook page.
Kaiser said she would announce
each distribution date to not only
advertise the food bank’s dates,
but also the First United Methodist
Church food bank.

Kaiser has volunteered there
for a little over four years. After
the second Facebook message she
received from a Waverly resident
about the food bank distribution
stopping, Kaiser decided to find out
some more information on it.

“They thought that maybe I had
additional information and I real-
ly didn’t,” Kaiser said. “I was just
looking out on the website, you
know, looking at the schedule and
finding that out.”

Kaiser called the food bank and
was informed of the decision. This
call was also when she learned that
there were still nearby options like
the distribution location at the Lan-
caster Event Center which is south-
west of Waverly. The food bank is at
the event center each Monday from
3 p.m. until 4 p.m.

Kaiser also learned that it would
be a temporary change and that the
food bank should return to Waverly
in the spring.

“It’s been really nice that they’ve
been here,” Kaiser said. I mean if
you go out and look at their sched-
ule, they are reaching a lot of plac-
es...they’re really reaching a lot of
smaller communities that are in
need.”

Food Bank of Lincoln halts Waverly distribution
By Elsie Stormberg

elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com
“We are choosing

from the least worst
decisions we can make

but we have a finite
amount of food and
staffing at this point.”

- Scott Young

WAVERLY – When Kelli
Grosshans saw her neighbor
and friend of 15 years Susan
Asher pull into her driveway
on May 5, Grosshans thought
she must be turning around.

Next thing
she knows,
the doorbell
rings and
her husband
comes back
with a giant,
stuffed ba-
nana named
Barry and
instructions
to sign it and
pass it on to a
friend.

But Gross-
hans wasn’t
surprised at all. Because this
is what Asher does – spread
joy.

Since the COVID-19 pan-
demic started in March, Ash-
er has been doing different,
quirky things to give others
happiness in the Waverly
community despite the pan-
demic.

“It says a lot about her
character,” Grosshans said.
“She’s willing to do things
for others.”

One of those acts of kind-
ness was starting Barry the
Banana. Her son bought it
at a garage sale for $3 and at
first she didn’t know what to
do with the stuffed banana.
That’s when she thought it
would be a great way to bring
the community together.

She came up with the in-
structions to sign the ba-
nana, take a photo and post
it on the Barry the Banana
Facebook page Asher created
and pass it on to the next per-
son. Grosshans was the first

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

See Boutique on Page 3

Raymond artist gives park backboards fresh new look
RAYMOND – Cindy Robbins

thought updating the backboards
of the basketball hoops at the park
in Raymond would be a weekend
project.

As it turns out, it takes a lot
longer to do something like that –
over a month.

On Oct. 3, Robbins and her hus-
band, Frank, took down the back-
boards, which Robbins and artist
Maurice Liedtke thought were too
rusted and old to be taken down.

Liedtke watched the couple
as they took down the ugly, dete-
riorated boards in amazement.
Robbins said she wanted Liedtke
to paint the backboards so they
would no longer be an “eyesore”
to the park.

Liedtke, who has done various

commissions throughout the area
including the mural at Bakers
Candies in Greenwood, agreed to
the project and began coming up
with ideas while Robbins worked
on removing the rust from the
boards.

Once Robbins completed the
metal refurbishment and painted
it white, Liedtke started her por-
tion of the project. She primed the
boards and began implementing
her design.

With several ideas in her head,
she decided she wanted to relate
the depiction to the title of the
park. However, the park really
had no title. Liedtke said with two
parks in town, this park was “the
park in the middle of town.”

Her oldest son Teddy said he had
always called it Raymond School
Park because it was the location
of the former school in Raymond

which was removed in the 1960s.
Liedtke and Robbins thought
about naming it after a principal,
but they could not find any prin-
cipals for the former school. They
also thought about naming it after
an influential member of the com-
munity.

Finally, the pair decided on Old
School Park, which influenced her
design, Liedtke said.

She used dark blue to light blue
gradient for the base color of the
board, which she spray painted
over painters tape criss-crossing
along the board to create a net-like
look. She then used a bright or-
ange to create the rectangle on the
backboard. With white lettering
spelling out Raymond, the boards
were complete.

It took Liedtke 14 cans of spray
paint to complete, including the
clear, protective layer to maintain

the boards despite harsh weather.
Robbins and her husband were

able to put the boards back up on
Nov. 14. Both Robbins and Liedtke
said they have seen more activity
at the park since the boards were
completed.

“Ever since the backboards
went up, we have seen so many
kids over here,” Liedtke said.

Liedtke said seeing others use
the basketball hoop and enjoy the
art makes her feel awesome. For
Robbins, the hoops give a sense of
community satisfaction.

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

Boutique ready for Small Business Saturday

Susan
Asher

NEW LOOK: Raymond’s Maurice
Liedtke is photographed next to a bas-
ketball hoop which she designed at a
park in Raymond on Saturday. Liedtke
spray painted the light blue to blue
gradient over painters tape which criss-
crosses along the board similar to a net.
(Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

See Asher on Page 3
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