
BRAINARD – Brainard native
Ross Benes has a new book com-
ing out about his home state.

“Rural Rebellion: How Ne-
braska Became a Republican
Stronghold” will be released this
month. It includes interviews
with several high profile Nebras-
ka politicians, paired with Ross’
introspective ob-
servations about
his hometown.

“There’s a lot
of journalism
and historical re-
search on how
the parties have
changed and
what issues they
have focused on
and why some of
these races have
gone the way
they have,” Ross
said. “People in the state will be
familiar with all the sources I in-
terview and the names of places I
describe.”

A national audience, he said,
is more likely to be interested in
what he writes about Brainard
and being from there.

“A lot of those readers are very
unfamiliar with areas like Butler
County,” Ross said.

Ross, 31, spent the first 19 years
of his life in Brainard. He attend-
ed college at the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln, where he earned
degrees in journalism, economics
and psychology.

After a brief stint in Detroit,
Ross settled down in Brooklyn,
N.Y.

Ross’ parents, Ron and Sue
Benes, said they are proud of him.
Both of them still live in Brain-
ard.

“He’s not afraid to say what is
on his mind,” Ron said.

The youngest of four children,
Ross is the only one not still liv-
ing in Nebraska.

In New York, he works as an
analyst for market research firm
eMarketer to pay the bills, but his
passion is writing.

“This is his third book. He’s in-
terested in all kinds of things so
I’m not surprised that he wanted
to write a book on politics,” Sue
said, chuckling.

By Molly Hunter
The Banner Press
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• Lucille V. Beranek, 85, Ashland
• Ernest William “Joe” Divis, 87, El Paso, Texas
• Ruth C. Eggers, 97, Fremont
• H. Darlene Jordan, 92, Wahoo
• Lynn M. Keller, 89, Fremont
• Charles R. Styskal, 101, Omaha
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WAHOO – Melissa Fulton is one of two
health providers to hold the designation
of multiple sclerosis (MS) certified spe-
cialist in the state of Nebraska.

“It’s kind of a niche profession,” the
advanced practice nurse practitioner
(APRN) said.

Fulton is a member of Saunders Medi-
cal Center MS Clinic Team and she re-
ceived her certification in February of
2020. Fulton has also been a registered
nurse for 30 years.

From 1991 to 2002 Fulton worked as a
registered nurse until she went back to
school to get a nurse practitioner degree.
From 2004 to 2016, she worked in the urol-
ogy department as a nurse practitioner in
Lincoln. She came to SMC in December

2016.
Fulton said earning the certification

was a great learning opportunity.
“Lots of times I think the more that

nurse practitioners can have credentials
behind their name, the more respected
they are and the more they are seen as
specialists,” Fulton said. “I wanted to
be able to hang it in my office and make
people feel confident in the healthcare de-
cisions that I was making.”

MS is a degenerative disease of the
central nervous system, Fulton said. The
disease can develop inflammatory white
blood cells that can enter the spinal cord
or the brain and cause lesions or scar-
ring.

These lesions can affect a multitude of
things in the nervous system including

MS clinic team makes advances
By Elsie Stormberg

elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

VALPARAISO – Last Thursday
morning, the residents of Valpara-
iso woke up to a sign on the door of
the library indicating that the Val-

paraiso Public Library would be
temporarily closed for a “pending
financial audit” by the state.

The sign went up on the night
of Jan. 27, Village Board Member
Mike Blazek said. That same night
the Valparaiso Village Board of
Trustees held a special meeting
with only an executive session on
the agenda to “discuss the library”
as its reason for the session.

Village Clerk Cheryl Rieck said
that there was no action taken
during the meeting, but the li-
brary sign had “Valparaiso Village

Board” written on the paper under
the printed words.

There is no official statement
from the village or the library
boards on how long the library will
be closed or if and when the audit
will occur. The village board pro-
vided the Wahoo Newspaper with
a statement saying that they will

not be commenting on the situa-
tion, but that they hope to open the
library promptly.

“We appreciate all the concerns
and questions about this subject
but at this time it would not be ap-
propriate to comment on it,” the
board statement said. “It is the goal
of the village board to open the li-

brary as soon as possible.”
In the previous village board

meeting on Jan. 12, the board was
discussing possible solutions to the
issues of missing invoices from the
library expenses. Village Board
Member Dan Homes said that if the
library is unable to provide the Am-
azon account information to Rieck
and the remainder of the library
expenditures from November 2019
to present, then an audit could hap-
pen.

Audit pending for Valparaiso Library

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

Villag board holds
special meeting to
discuss the library

“The library is very important.
We don’t have much left here anymore.”

~ Jeff Draper, Valparaiso Village Board member

AUTHOR: Brainard native Ross Benes
has published a book about politics in
his home state.

- See Library Page 3A

Burger Feed
Members of the Ceresco Fire and Rescue Department grill hamburgers outside of the fire hall during a drive-through hamburger feed on Sunday evening in Ceresco. Because

the department’s regular fundraisers were put on hold in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the drive-through method of delivering food was utilized to decrease the pos-
sibility of spreading the virus. (Staff Photo by Lisa Hanks)

MS TEAM: Four of the seven SMC employees who make up the Multiple Sclerosis Clinic Team pose
for a photo. They are (from left) Vanessa Ellenberger, Melissa Fulton, Melissa Miller and Katherine
Strom The rest of the team, Aaron Bartek, Patti Cernin and Samantha Jack, were unavailable. (Staff
Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

- See Team Page 3A

WAHOO – Louis Mastny
was known as a generous
man who would give the
shirt off his back to anyone
in need.

He was also known to take
his shirt off to sit and soak in
the sunshine.

These are some of the
memories of a man whose
generosity was spread to
many organizations
in Wahoo and Saun-
ders County.

Mastny died at the
age of 97 on May 17,
2020 in Wahoo, where
he had lived for sev-
eral years. He was
originally from the
Rogers/Schuyler area
in Colfax County. He
moved to Wahoo after
he retired from farm-
ing, according to his
friend and attorney,
Larry Karel.

“He was a good, gentle
man, very caring about his
community,” said Karel.

A man with a big heart
who always had a smile on
his face, Mastny charmed
the employees of Saunders
House, an independent and
assisted living facility in Wa-
hoo where he lived.

“He was so sociable, he
would talk to anyone,” said

Tricia Shanahan, director
of activities for Saunders
House.

Shanahan said they could
often find Mastny sitting in
the courtyard at Saunders
House with his shirt off, en-
joying the sun. He also rode
a bicycle into his late 80s and
later exercised on a station-
ary bike in his room to stay
fit and healthy.

Although he had a gregari-
ous personality, Mastny was

also an introvert.
“He kept to him-

self, but when he got
out here, he would
talk your ear off,” Sha-
nahan said.

Because of his
quiet side, Mastny
did not seem to share
much about his per-
sonal life. Karel said
he was unaware that
Mastny’s mother, Ma-
rie, died when he was
only five years old. Al-

though her obituary did not
list her exact cause of death,
it said she died from compli-
cations following surgery at
the age of 26. Her funeral ser-
vice at the church and cem-
etery were attended by hun-
dreds of people.

Mastny was raised by his
father, Louis Mastny Sr., on
the family farm outside of
Rogers, a small village lo-

Louis
Mastny

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com
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