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From Staff Reports ❛❛Increasing the age range for the Three
Rivers Public Health Department health
jurisdiction, serving Dodge, Saunders
and Washington counties, is meant to

help fill appointments at all of our clinic
and pharmacy locations.❜❜

Terra Uhing,
Three Rivers Public Health Department

ASHLAND – On Saturday, the
Ashland Rotary Club collected food
and cash donations for the Ashland
Food Pantry at No Frills Supermar-
ket.

Pantry Chairperson Jean Stew-
art said she really appreciated the
Rotary organizing the effort for the
Food Pantry and for all the people
that donated food.

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com
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BOUNCY CHASE: Charlotte Petersen leads the way with Chloe Perillo
close behind during the Ashland Junior Woman’s Club Easter Carni-
val on Sunday. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

HUNT: Mia Deutsch picks up an egg during the Easter egg hunt in
Greenwood’s village park on Saturday afternoon. (Staff Photo by Anna
Boggs)

BUNNY HUGS: Holton Hatzenbuehler hugs the Easter Bunny during
the Easter carnival, which was held at Ashland-Greenwood High
School. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

THE HUNT IS ON: Children sprint out to scoop up Easter eggs during the Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce’s Easter egg hunt Sunday afternoon at Ashland-Greenwood High School. The 1,000 eggs were snatched
up in a mind-boggling 30 seconds by the eager children. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Hippity Hoppity

ASHLAND – Two local
women have taken over op-
eration of the restaurant lo-
cated at Mahoney State Park.

Amberly Rist and Jean-
nette Anndannandus of Ash-
land are opening The View
at Mahoney on Thursday.

Rist had been working
as general manager for the
previous vendor, Caddy’s
Parkside Grill, for three
years. When the owner
made the decisions to close
last November, Rist decided
she wanted to take over the
operation. She called on
Anndannandus, whom she
has known for 15 years, and
they put together a plan.

“We’re extremely stoked,”
she said.

Officials at Mahoney State

Park are also excited about
the new vendor.

“We’re excited to open
The View, welcoming guests
back with a great dining ex-

perience at Mahoney State
Park,” said Jake Rodiek,
superintendent of the park.

ASHLAND – There were games, treats, his-
toric artifacts, a special video and other ac-
tivities last week as students and staff at Ash-
land-Greenwood Elementary School marked
a special birthday.

The building where they learn and play
turned 100 years old!

Elementary Principal Teresa Bray said
the district had planned a public celebration
of the school building’s centennial, but the
COVID-19 pandemic caused them to rethink
the festivities. Instead, they created smaller
events designed for the classrooms.

Special t-shirts were printed and a video
was compiled by kindergarten teacher Am-
ber Holz. Holz also created a bingo game
based on the history of the building and the
entire school district. In her classroom, the
children enthusiastically played the game,
excited when they got a “Bluejay bingo” and
could claim their prize (a piece of candy).

The entire school joined in for a sing-
along to wish the school a happy birthday,
and many of the classes also sang the school
theme song, “Blue and White” along with the
video.

A festive display of signs decorated the
yard in front of the school. Each classroom
took the opportunity to take their picture
with the signs as a keepsake for the day.

The building opened its doors to students
in 1921. By that time, education has been a
part of the Ashland community for over 50
years.

The first settlers to come to the Ashland
area arrived in 1857 and were also the first
families to build homes in Saunders Coun-
ty. Two years later, a woman named Mrs.
Laughlin opened a neighborhood school on
Callahan Creek, a tributary of Salt Creek
that runs south of Ashland.

The first school in Saunders County was
located north of present-day Ashland. It was
opened in 1864 by area settlers. Classes were
held in the home of the teacher. The school
moved to a deserted log home the following
summer and winter.

School District 1, the first school district
in Saunders County, was formed in 1865. The
district retains the designation “District 1”
today.

A log cabin on the banks of the Salt Creek
housed the school until relocating to a brick
building on Main Street in 1867. The brick
school closed after a few months.

In 1870 the first building constructed solely
to be a school in Ashland was completed. The
square brick school house stood at 12th and
Boyd streets. An annex was later added.

This building stood until 1919, when a fire
that began in the coal room destroyed the

Happy 100th birthday!

Local partners open restaurant
in Mahoney State Park’s Lodge

BLUEJAY BINGO: Evan Hilske (center) celebrates getting four across on his Bingo card while classmates
Liviana Wasalaski (left) and Eila Roeber (right) look on. The students in Amber Holz’ kindergarten class played
bingo on March 24 to celebrate the 100th birthday of the Ashland-Greenwood elementary school building.
(Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

IN CHARGE: Owner Amberly Rist (from left), chef Angel Lira and owner
Jeannette Anndannandus open The View at Mahoney, the new restau-
rant at Mahoney State Park, on Thursday.

3 ASHLAND – The COV-
ID-19 vaccine is now avail-
able to anyone age 18 and
over.

On Monday, Three Rivers
Public Health Department
opened up COVID-19 vacci-
nation eligibility to include
people 18 and older.

“Increasing the age range
for the Three Rivers Public
Health Department health
jurisdiction, serving Dodge,
Saunders and Washington
counties, is meant to help fill
appointments at all of our
clinic and pharmacy loca-
tions,” said Executive Direc-
tor Terra Uhing.

Three Rivers is conduct-
ing vaccinations clinics with
health care partners and
pharmacies throughout the
district. In Saunders County,
the vaccine is distributed by
Saunders Medical Center in

Wahoo and Ashland Phar-
macy in Ashland.

Anyone age 18 seeking a
vaccine must be accompa-
nied by a parent or guardian
at the time of the vaccina-
tion, according to health of-
ficials.

Uhing said Three Riv-
ers Public Health Depart-
ment is not using the state
registration portal, www.
vaccinate.ne.gov, because
there are issues with the
website, but will be in the

future when those issues
have been resolved. Individ-
uals can schedule appoint-
ments on the Three Rivers
website https://www.three-
riverspublichealth.org/CO-
VID-19/COVID-19-Updates.
New appointments typically
open after 12 p.m. on Fri-
days.

Those who do not have ac-
cess to the internet or need
assistance can call 402-727-

Vaccine age limit lowered to 18

Elementary celebrates milestone
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com
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