
WAHOO – The fate of the
Saunders County Fair re-
mains unknown in light of
the COVID-19 pandemic, but
the Agricultural Society con-
tinues to hope that the event
will take place in some fash-
ion.

Extension Educator Cole
Meador told the fair board
during the virtual meeting
on May 20 that there are
three ways in which the fair
can still take place. Option
one is holding the fair as usu-
al, but the odds are slim that
will happen, he said, given
that the normal fair atmo-
sphere includes hundreds of
people within close quarters.

“We’re all hopeful to have
the fair we’re all used to, but
we’ll see,” he said.

The second option is a vir-
tual format, which is not the
favored option of Meador or
his colleagues at the Exten-
sion office. Meador said this
may be the way the fair is op-
erated if the 10-person limit
is still in place. It will take
a lot of manpower and there
could be added costs, he said.

“This virtual format is def-
initely the last thing any of
us want to do,” he said.

The final option is a prog-
ress/jackpot show format for
the fair, where a family could
come in for just one day and
show, rather than stay the
entire week. Livestreaming
could also be available in
this format, the extension

WAHOO – Last week’s
mass COVID-19 testing in
Wahoo resulted in three posi-
tive tests.

Last Friday, Three Rivers
Public Health Department
issued a statement that said
four confirmed cases were
identified during the testing
event, which was held May
18 at the Saunders County
Fairgrounds.

One case was an adult who
lives in Dodge County. The
other three were Saunders
County residents. Of those
three, two are adults and one
is a child. In total, 194 people
were tested that day.

The total number of cases
in Saunders County stands
at 27 as of May 22. Three Riv-
ers officials report a total of
369 cases in Dodge, Washing-
ton and Saunders counties.

In nearby counties, the
virus has created complica-
tions for businesses and gov-

ernment bodies.
Three employees at the

Cass County courthouse
have tested positive for CO-
VID-19, prompting officials
to shut the doors.

According to Dan Henry,
chair of the Cass County
Board of Commissioners,
two employees in the county
clerk’s office and one in the
treasurer’s office tested posi-
tive. The employees were
tested after developing mild
symptoms.

The employees and people
who have been in close con-
tact with them have been
advised to quarantine for
14 days by the Sarpy/Cass
Health Department and fed-
eral officials.

The clerk’s office was
closed for business the staff
members are in quarantine,
he added, as two of the five
employees there tested posi-
tive for the virus.

Last week it was reported
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YUTAN – The Yutan City Council tackled
several issues during their virtual meeting
May 19, including tax increment financing
and owning chickens.

Residential developer Melvin Sudbeck had
requested the city do a blight and substan-
dard study, at his cost, which is required for
the tax increment financing (TIF) he wants
for a proposed housing subdivision in north-
west Yutan.

TIF allows a developer to capture the
property taxes generated from the increased
valuation in the development to finance eli-
gible public improvements for up to 15 years.
Sudbeck said he needs to use the financing
method to pay for infrastructure improve-
ments. An infrastructure study completed
by the city earlier in the year indicated sev-
eral water and sewer improvements would be
needed to be done for this subdivision, which
could cost over $3 million.

The city council had planned to hold a joint
meeting with stakeholders including Sud-
beck, the Yutan Board of Education and the

Yutan Volunteer Fire Department to discuss
the issue. In a memorandum to the council,
City Administrator Cole Bockelmann said
the school opted not to participate in the
meeting.

Prior to the May 19 meeting, Yutan Public
Schools Superintendent Mitch Hoffer posted
a letter on social media outlining the admin-
istration and school board’s opposition to
TIF. At the heart of the argument is the loss
of tax dollars and potential for quick growth
that could be difficult to deal with.

“As a school, we are all for the idea of
growth, but we feel as if allowing this TIF
project to occur, we will see growth that we
cannot properly finance,” the letter stated.

Mayor Darin Egr also posted a letter on
social media before the meeting, stating that
the city did not propose the development and
had repeatedly attempted to meet with stake-
holders to discuss the situation.

Egr said there was a lot of confusion in the
public about the proposal, but that the city
will not be conducting the blight and substan-
dard in the near future.
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Honoring the Fallen County
fair could
look much
different
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Memorial Day Salute
Members of Wahoo American Legion Post 82 fire their rifle volley during a private ceremony at Sunrise Cemetery on Monday morning. There was no public observance of the Memo-

rial Day holiday because of the COVID-19 pandemic. (Staff Photo by Jason Unger)

Back in Business
The Nebraska Game and Parks Commission opened up camping at

Memphis State Recreation Area on Friday, and by Saturday the place
was full of tents, RVs and plenty of people taking advantage of the op-
portunity to commune with the great outdoors once again. (Staff Photo
by Suzi Nelson)

- See Fair Page 3

Check-In
Wahoo Public School Nurse Josh Trutna takes a computer that Stacia Nelson is returning during the

school’s final day of their technology check in event. Wahoo Public Middle School and Elementary teachers
and staff members took back any devices or books that were checked out by students during the school
closure and disinfected them on site. (Staff Photo by Jacob Pokorny)

Yutan says no to blight study

- See Study Page 3
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WAHOO – A new phase of
service will begin at Wahoo
Public Library on June 1. Af-
ter 11 weeks of being closed
to the public, the library staff
will begin a partial reopen-
ing.

“Many things will be dif-
ferent once we reopen for
public use,” said Denise
Lawver, library director.
“What we want our patrons
to know is that we are do-
ing the best we can to ensure
their safety and the safety of
staff while providing more
services. Of course, this calls
for new policies and chang-
es.”

The partial opening in-
cludes limiting the number
of people allowed in the build-
ing to 10, who must have an
appointment and are allowed
to stay for only 30 minutes
per appointment.

There will also be a change
in hours, according to

Lawver. Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings will be re-
served for seniors/immuno-
compromised patrons from
9 to 11 a.m. New hours will
be Monday, Wednesday and
Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tues-
days and Thursdays 9 a.m. to
8 p.m. and Saturdays 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. Public restrooms and
drinking fountains will not
be available. Meeting room
use will also be closed to the
public.

There are several other
changes being made to the li-
brary’s operations.

“We are implementing
‘self-checkout’ as well,” said
Lawver.

Patrons must bring their
library cards. They will be
able to scan their own books
and will receive a printout
of all items with due dates to
eliminate the need for multi-
ple hands touching items.

“One really exciting new

Wahoo library to
reopen on June 1
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