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Calendar 
Friday, Oct. 4

 Twenty-Four Hour 
Comics Day, Ashland Public 
Library, 1:30 p.m.
 Howl-O-Ween Safari, 
Wildlife Safari Park, 6 to 9 
p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 5
 Halloween is Brewing 
With Fun, Mahoney State 
Park, all day
 Autumn Harvest Art 
Show, Mahoney State Park, 
9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 Howl-O-Ween Safari, 
Wildlife Safari Park, 6 to 9 
p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 6
 Autumn Harvest Art 
Show, Mahoney State Park, 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
 Scout Badge Sunday/
Call of the Wild (Wolves 
Cub Scouts), Wildlife Safari 
Park, 2 to 4 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 9
 Beneficial Bats! (ELK 
Klub), Wildlife Safari Park, 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Saturday, Oct. 19
 Backstage Experience – 
Cheetah Conservation Tour, 
Wildlife Safari Park, 10 to 11 
a.m.
 Oxbow Marching Band 
Contest, Ashland Memorial 
Stadium, TBA
 VFW Steak and 
Hamburger Feed, VFW 
Hall, 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 26
 Superhero Spooktacular, 
Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace Museum, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

W
ho doesn’t like to dress up in costume and 
pretend to be somebody else for a little while? I 
know I did as a kid, and I still do as an adult.

 Halloween is the time of year when we can all don 
costumes and escape from reality if only for a short period 
of time. Ashland celebrates Halloween in its own unique 
way, with an event called “Freaky Frolics,” where costumes 
are king.
 Freaky Frolics is sponsored by the Ashland Junior Woman’s 
Club, an organization of local women that holds fun events 
for families throughout the year. In conjunction with Freaky 
Frolics, the Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce hosts 
trick-or-treating at the downtown businesses right before 
the activities begin. The children parade along historic 
Silver Street, gathering candy and goodies in buckets, bags 
and boxes.
 Hundreds of children are dressed up in costumes that 
vary from simple to quite elaborate. Some are purchased, 
others are homemade. All of them are genuinely adorable.
 Freaky Frolics also includes a costume contest. The 
participating tots and teens are judged by the reigning Stir-
Up king and queen. Last year, the winners were lined up on 
a hayrack to be awarded their prizes.
 Costumes are big business at Halloween time, but they 
can also be found year round at conventions that celebrate 
superheroes, movies, cartoon characters, anime and 
science fiction.
 These participants are called “cosplayers,” a word that 
had no meaning to me until about 10 years ago, when my 
children started getting interested in the hobby.
 My daughters have embraced the world of cosplay 
wholeheartedly. They have stitched, glued and assembled 
dozens of costumes over the years, styling wigs and 
applying makeup to create new characters.
 My girls learned to love costumes as young children. 
Nearly every Halloween, I would try to make them costumes. 
I sewed many a princess dress and other costumes over 
the years. When my husband first filled our front yard with 
Halloween scenes, they added to the atmosphere with 
costumes meant to scare or delight the trick-or-treaters 
who came to our house.
 During high school, they wore costumes for dress up 
days during Homecoming week, so my opportunity to help 
make costumes continued. We scoured scouring Goodwills 
and other thrift stores and I got out my sewing machine to 
put together more masterpieces.
 For premieres of movies in the “Harry Potter” and “Lord 
of the Rings” franchises, my daughters continued to dress 

in costume. Again, thrift store finds and new pieces helped 
bring Professor Snape and the Hobbits to life before my 
eyes.
 This evolved into more of a passion than a hobby for my 
daughters as they entered college. Whitney, in particular, 
embraced the world of cosplay. Her creativity knows no 
bounds when it comes to making a character come to life. 
She has made countless new friends as she displays her 
costumes at conventions (known as “cons” to those who 
participate).
 I love the creativity cosplay brings out in my daughters 
and their friends. I learned to sew from my mother, and 
hoped my children would embrace the hobby. They didn’t 
until cosplay came along. Now they’ve taken it to a whole 
new level!
 In the Ashland area, the chance to dress in costume will 
first come on Oct. 4 and 5, when Wildlife Safari Park hosts 
the Howl-O-Ween Safari.
 On Oct. 5, Mahoney State Park will hold a Halloween 
event called “Halloween is Brewing with Fun” complete 
with campsite decorating, kids’ costume contest, pumpkin 
carving contest, kids’ games and a bonfire.  
 Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum is 
having a “Superhero Spooktacular” on Saturday, Oct. 26, 
with dozens of super heroes there to entertain all ages.
 And of course, there’s Freaky Frolics, which will take place 
in downtown Ashland later in October, along with the trick-
or-treating parade. Look for the date in a future issue of The 
Ashland Gazette.
 So get out your favorite costume and join in the fun!

Discovering Costumes
By Suzi Nelson

TRICK OR TREAT: Ashland Pharmacy owner Staci Hubert 
hands out candy to a trick-or-treater during 2018’s Freaky 
Frolics. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

patio that is very popular with guests. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)


