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• Joseph Cihal, 90, Malmo

• Edmund Koranda, 90, Malmo

• Bonnie Nelsen, 68, Wahoo

• Fidelis Sedlacek, 92, Prague

• Richard Wachal, 64, Schuyler

• Matthew Wesely, 29, Omaha

• Jennifer Otte, 49, Wahoo (see website for notice)
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WAHOO – The number
of building permits for both
new houses and commercial
construction in Wahoo and
Yutan continues to remain
fairly steady the last few
years.

Yutan Building Inspector
and Zoning Administrator
Eric Wilke said in 2018 the
City of Yutan issued building
permits for 11 new homes,
mostly in the Itan Parkview
subdivision, and one new
commercial permit, the total
value of permits coming out
at near $60,000.

With 12 building permits
issued in 2018 and 10 in 2017,

Wilke said Yutan has been
seeing similar numbers from
year to year.

“Over the last couple of
years, it’s stayed fairly even,”
Wilke said.

He predicted that 2019
would continue to see the
trend of similar numbers of
building permits issued.

“I don’t see any reason for
it to slow down. There’s al-
ways the desire to move out
to a smaller community,”

Wilke said.
Yutan has also seen per-

mits issued for 12 re-roofing
jobs, six housing additions,
five new fences and one
swimming pool.

Wahoo Zoning Adminis-
trator Travis Beavers said
Wahoo has also seen a fairly
even rate of building permits
being issued.

In 2018 Wahoo issued per-
mits for 20 new homes and
six commercial permits for
businesses, the total fee for
permits coming near $40,000.
2017 had 17 housing permits
and two commercial permits.

“Housing has increased
over the last few years,” Bea-

WAHOO – Region V Ser-
vices in Wahoo has decided
to go back to its original for-
mat of accepting only alumi-
num cans.

Region V Services Day
Services Coordinator Louise
Ewers said Region V has had
to shed all the extra responsi-
bilities it has taken on over
the years, such as accepting
paper, plastics and even run-
ning recycling pick up ser-
vice.

Ewers said initially Region
V only took aluminum cans
to be recycled and helped
clients to learn skills they
can then use to make a place
for themselves in the wider
community. About 18 years
ago, other recycling products
were added.

Wahoo Region V Director
Cary Deane said there were
fiscal issues that had to be
confronted as part of the rea-
son to stop additional recy-
cling, as well as cleaning ser-
vices.

As reported last year,

changes in state legislation
meant labor costs will in-
crease. Region V will tran-
sition from a sub-minimum
wage format to a minimum
wage format.

Deane said Region V
would be allowed to pay only
sub-minimum wages to its
employees, if they applied for
it to the Wage and Hour Divi-
sion under the Department of
Labor.

However, she said Region
V administration chose to

WAHOO – Respiratory
and stomach flu has been an
ongoing concern this winter,
with multiple cases seeming
to pop up across Saunders
County.

Saunders County Medi-
cal Center Nurse Practioner
Aaron Bartek said there has
been a gradual increase of
cases of both stomach and re-
spiratory flu over the course
of the last four weeks, but it
is nothing they haven’t seen
before.

“It’s been about the same,
if not a trace worse than last
year,” Bartek said.

He said many of the stan-
dard cleaning measures are
the best way to keep from
contracting the flu or keep-
ing it from spreading to oth-
ers.

“The main deal is wash-
ing your hands, sterilizing
hard surfaces that may have
been contaminated as it can
spread pretty easily. Stay hy-
drated and just keep clean,”

HEAVY DUTY: A construction worker carries materials on the job site along North Chestnut Street, where JEO
Consulting Group is buildings its new corporate office. Both commercial and new housing permits remained
steady in Wahoo last year. (Staff Photo by Clayton Karloff)

Cities offer report
for building permits

By Clayton Karloff
clayton.karloff@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Permits Page 3A

Housing has
increased over

the last few
years. ~ Travis Beavers

Getting Down to It
The change of ownership at the ballroom west of Wahoo took place last Thursday. Just as the previous group did when they took ownership more than 20 years ago, the new group

of owners of Starlite Event Center are giving the building a fresh look. The remodeling project began Thursday morning and Jim Woita and Kurt Bohac carry out one of the booths
knocked out of the east side. The first event at the Starlite Event Center is planned for the end of February. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

Region V cuts back recycling,
cleaning services in community

Snacking
Popcorn was a popular item at the girls and boys basketball games last Thursday evening at East Butler

High School in Brainard. Justin Sousek bags up a fresh batch for the hungry crowd. Sousek was working the
stand to help the FFA Chapter raise funds. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

By Clayton Karloff
clayton.karloff@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Region Page 3A

Flu cases
on uptick
in area

By Clayton Karloff
clayton.karloff@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Flu Page 3A

MORSE BLUFF – There
has been one constant since
the State of Nebraska created
natural resource districts in
1972, and that constant is Don
Kavan.

The rural Morse Bluff
farmer and conservationist
has been a board director
ever since the Lower Platte
North Natural Resources
District was created.

Prior to that, he served
two years on the Sand/Duck
Creek Watershed Board, the
forerunner to natural re-
source districts.

He said continuing to serve
and running for re-election
every four years these past 46
years has just seemed right,

because protecting natural
resources has always been
natural for him.

“It’s a lifestyle for me. It’s
what I’ve done all my life,”
Kavan said.

He uses terraces, dams and
other conservation practices
on his ground and wanted to
help others see the benefits
too.

But, the NRD director de-
cided it’s time to hand off
that job now to someone else.
Kavan chose not to run for re-
election in 2018.

He said people have asked
him why not run for another
term and make it 50 years on
the board.

Now was the right time.

Kavan said the district has
been involved in many, many
projects over the years. He re-
called the years of work that
went into the big projects,
such as Czechland Lake near
Prague, Homestead Lake
near Bruno, Lake Wanahoo
near Wahoo.

There have been other ma-
jor projects, like the rural
water systems and watershed
projects.

“We have a lot of wonder-
ful little ones too, such as ter-
races, waterways and no-till
programs,” Kavan said about
the various programs that
the NRD offers to area land-
owners.

STILL PLENTY TO DO: Don Kavan of rural Morse Bluff spends some time in his “summer kitchen” last Friday.
He recently refurbished the kitchen block , which he purchased at the Starlite Ballroom auction. Now that
he is retired as a natural resources district director, he hopes to have more time for hobbies like this. (Staff
Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

Kavan looks back on 46 years
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Kavan Page 3A

Last original NRD director retires
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