
jevic serves as a liaison be-
tween SCC and his schools,
keeping both sides informed
of whatever may come up.

“Along with this, I monitor
students’ actual SCC course
grade throughout the semes-
ter and report these to the
counselors,” he said. “I try
to send them the portfolio
grades one week and the SCC
grades the next week starting
in about week three of the se-
mester.”

Sajevic believes that the
SENCAP program is a great
way for students to start to
experience college so they’ll
be ready to transition to that

life in the near future.
“SCC does their

part, as all of these
courses are offered to
the students at half
price tuition, signifi-
cantly reducing the
cost of a degree for the
student and family,”
he said. “In addition,
several of my schools
even pay for the half
price tuition if the stu-
dent passes the SCC course
and the portfolio with a ‘C’ or
better.”

According to Sajevic, the
goal for the program is to con-
tinue to increase the number
of students in each area that

are participating.
“It’s a great deal

all the way around,”
he said. “The cost, be-
ginning the transition
to college expecta-
tions and responsibili-
ties, self -avocation, as
the student will be on
their own when away
at school.”

Harris said he ap-
preciates Sajevic; that

he is the man “behind the
curtain.”

“Joe really is the coordi-
nator behind the scenes. He
brings it all together and
makes it all happen,” Harris
said.
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WAHOO – The Saunders
County Sheriff’s Office dep-
uties contacted 223 drivers
during the recent “Drive So-
ber or Get Pulled Over” cam-
paign beginning on Dec. 13
and ending on Jan. 1.

Using grant funding from
the Nebraska Office of High-

way Safety, deputies worked
overtime as part of a national
effort in driving while intoxi-
cated enforcement.

During this grant period,
deputies issued 45 summons-
es and 161 warnings. Out of
this total, two citations were
for DWI/DUI, one citation

was for third degree assault,
18 citations were for speed-
ing, seven citations for no
valid registration, four cita-
tions for driving during re-
vocation and four fugitives
were apprehended, along
with other miscellaneous
traffic offenses.

Enforcement numbers released

Career: Goal is to increase participation
Continued from Page 1A

The Ashland Gazette is looking for a
Full-Time News Editor

to join our staff
This position has key responsibility for coordinating our print

and digital news content. Additional duties will include reporting,
photography and other community related assignments.
A journalism degree or related experience is preferred.

The best candidates will possess a team-oriented and flexible nature.

Apply through www.wahoo-ashland-waverly.com
“join our team” or

https://usr55.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/bhmedia/
or bhmginc.com and click on “Careers”

St. George Catholic Church - Morse Bluff

37th Annual Chili & Chicken Noodle Soup Dinner
Sunday, Feb. 16 • Serving 11:00 am – 1:30 pm
Homemade Soups, Crackers, Rolls, Pie & Kolaches

Donation: $7.00 adults / $4.00 children 12 & Under
Cakewalk throughout the day • Split the Pot • Raffle Drawing at 1:30 pm

Wahoo Elementary School Parent Meeting
for next Falls Kindergarteners

Monday, March 9, 2020 • 6:00 pm
The Wahoo Elementary School will hold a Parent Meeting for all 2020 incoming

Kindergarten students. The meeting will be at 6:00 in the Elementary School Commons Area.
If you have or know of anyone who has a child that will be five years old,

on or before July 31, 2020 please contact our office at 402-443-4250 to register.
We look forward to meeting you.

Community Benefit Auction
Malmo Legion Hall ~ Lunch Served

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 7:00 PM
Anything clean and of value will be greatly appreciated.

Sponsored by the Malmo Legion and Malmo Firemen

Pancakes, Eggs & Sausage Feed
St. John Auditorium ~ Weston, NE

Sunday, February 16 • 8:00am to 12:00pm
Adults: $7.00 Children under 12: $4.00 Preschool: Free

Games Bake Stand Raffle

Bohemian Mardi Gras hosted by Sts. Cyril and Methodius Plasi Parish
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2020 • Prague Parish Hall, Prague, NE

Social Time 5:00 p.m.
Roast Pork and Dumplings Buffet served at 6:30 p.m.

Advanced tickets - $20 per person At the Door $25.00
For advanced tickets call Jo at 402-663-5242.
Come enjoy a fun evening with friends!

An
Adults Only(21+) Event

Hall also said the quaran-
tined people will be able to
communicate with and see
loved ones through Skype or
Facetime technology.

Miller said Camp Ashland
will continue to be operation-
al.

“It’s business as usual,” he
said.

Miller sad his overall big-

gest fear is potential panic.
“We don’t want to overload

the hospitals if anyone comes
down with a cough or the
sniffles,” he said.

Terra Uhing, executive di-
rector of Three Rivers Health
Department, said the main
priority is to protect the com-
munities and be successful in
supporting and maintaining
the health of the residents

within the Saunders County
jurisdiction.

“This situation will not
affect the day to day activi-
ties of the communities,” she
said.

“Influenza is still a greater
risk than the coronavirus is,”
she added.

- BH Media News Service
contributed to this report.

it and then touching their
own mouth, nose, or possibly
their eyes.”

If a person was in China
in the last 14 days and feels
sick with fever, cough, or dif-
ficulty breathing, Uhing rec-
ommends they should do the
following:

Seek medical advice and
call ahead before going to a
doctor’s office or emergency
room. Tell them about your
recent travel and symptoms.

Avoid contact with others.
Do not travel while sick.
Cover mouth and nose

with a tissue or sleeve (not
your hands) when coughing
or sneezing.

Wash hands with soap
and water immediately after
coughing, sneezing or blow-
ing your nose. If soap and wa-
ter are not readily available,
you can use an alcohol-based
hand sanitizer that contains
at least 60 percent alcohol.

Always wash hands with
soap and water if hands are
visibly dirty.

When asked if the public
should buy face masks, Uh-
ing said her answer is no.

“You do not need to use
these in everyday activities,”
she said. “If you are going
into your healthcare pro-
vider’s office, hospital or a
long-term care facility please
follow their guidelines if you
are not feeling well.”

and will continue until the
available funds are sufficient
to pay for the entirety of the
project.

The plan is to begin design
development this spring,
with bid documents being
submitted to bidders for con-
sideration in late fall 2020,
with construction scheduled
for 2021 and completion in
2022.

Fakler Architects provid-
ed a preliminary footprint
drawing of the proposed addi-
tion to members of the school

board at the January retreat.
At Monday’s board meet-

ing the members of the board
voted unanimously to ap-
prove the contract with Fak-
ler Architects to begin the
design development phase of
the project.

The firm will charge five
percent of the estimated total
cost of the project ($175,000).

The fee includes services
of the various engineering
consultants which are nec-
essary to incorporate all of
the necessary systems and

site preparation necessary to
complete the project.

The board moved forward
with the hiring of Darin
Kovar. Kovar will serve as
the K-12 principal beginning
in the 2020-21 school year,
pending the completion of
a successful background
check.

Kovar will take over the
position held currently by
Quinn, who will be taking
over as superintendent for
the retiring Dr. Dale Rawson
in the fall of 2020.

Gym: Construction set to begin in 2021
Continued from Page 1A

Risk: Flu more of a threat than coronavirus
Continued from Page 1A

Quarantine: Individuals arrived on Friday
Continued from Page 1A

TEMPORARY HOME: A photo of empty lodging facilities at the Camp Ashland Training Site near Ashland,
where 57 people are being quarantined who were potentially exposed to the coronavirus in China. The Ne-
braska National Guard is also providing housing support to the University of Nebraska Medical Center and
the federal Department of Health and Human Services who are taking care of the quarantined individuals.
(Photo provided by the Nebraska National Guard)

Joe
Sajevic LINCOLN – A Nebraska

senator’s proposal to help
solve the state’s lack of a co-
ordinated flood mitigation
strategy received no opposi-
tion in front of the Natural
Resources Committee on
Feb. 5.

LB 1201, introduced by
Sen. Bruce Bostelman of
Brainard, would “create a
flood task force to review
current flood mitigation and
planning efforts and make
recommendations on future
flood and mitigation plan-
ning.”

In March 2019, Nebraska
experienced historic flood-
ing that caused at least
three deaths, over $2 billion
in damage and emergency
declarations in 104 cities, 84
counties and five tribal ar-
eas, Bostelman said.

The results from a com-
prehensive interim study of
the environmental action
plans of the state, including
vulnerability assessments,
risks, economic impacts and
mitigation strategies, made
it clear that Nebraska does
not currently have a coordi-
nated strategy to reduce fu-
ture flood risks, according to
Bostelman.

“We currently plan for
drought and groundwater,
why not flooding?” Bostel-

man asked the committee, of
which he is also vice chair-
man.

The proposal would work
alongside the resources and
agencies already in place,
such as the task force cre-
ated by Gov. Pete Ricketts
that would analyze housing
and critical infrastructure
resources in flood-impacted
areas, as well as the work and
mitigation efforts of Nebras-
ka’s natural resource dis-
tricts, Bostelman said. The
pooling together of resources
will provide a statewide com-
prehensive plan and positive
benefits for Nebraska.

“With all resources on the
table,” Bostelman said, “the
chances of finding federal
or private funding to create
a plan are greater, mean-
ing less cost to the state and
a stronger plan to mitigate
flood risk.”

Committee member Sen.
Joni Albrecht of Thurston
said a proposal like LB 1201
has a lot of merits and would
help individuals and com-
munities understand the re-
sources available to them so
they know where to go and
who to call on.

Albrecht said she also ap-
preciates Bostelman’s ini-
tiative and work on LB 1201
because many senators from
districts where there is still
flooding aren’t able to jump
right in and figure out future

steps and mitigation, she
said.

Jeff Henson, business de-
velopment director and se-
nior mitigation planner rep-
resenting JEO Consulting
Group, testified in support of
the bill. Henson cited a 2018
study done by the National
Institute of Building Scienc-
es that found mitigation proj-
ects, like those the proposed
task force would initiate, re-
sulted in average savings of
$6 for every $1 spent on con-
struction.

“Mitigation works,” Hen-
son said, “but standalone ef-
forts are not sufficient. We
need stronger planning at the
state level to set a course for
what actions will be needed
and identify resources avail-
able to get the job done.”

Larry Mach, a county su-
pervisor for Saunders Coun-
ty, testified in the neutral
position and said his main
concern with the bill is that
funds would be passed from
one agency to another, to an-
other, without any real ac-
tion taking place.

“Why can’t we get some-
thing fixed when the time is
allotted,” Mach said, “instead
of waiting and waiting and
doing studies and waiting.”

No one testified in opposi-
tion to LB 1201, and the com-
mittee took no immediate ac-
tion.

Natural Resource Committee hears
proposal for flood mitigation task

By Camryn Preston
Nebraska News Service

WAHOO – The Lower
Platte North Natural Re-
sources District wants a sec-
ond opinion when it comes
to fixing flood repair at Lake
Wanahoo.

During the Board of Direc-
tors meeting on Monday af-
ternoon, the members voted
to ask Olsson, an engineering
firm out of Lincoln, to take
look at the plan to repair and
improve the Lake Wanahoo
Dam Stilling Basin presented
by FYRA Engineering’s Mike
Sotak.

The board hired FYRA to
work on the plan last fall. In
October, FYRA held a kick off
meeting to discuss the prob-
lems and the path forward.

“Everyone came out of
there with a solid under-
standing of what to do,” So-
tak said.

Sotak updated the board
on Monday with a lengthy ex-
planation of FYRA’s propos-
al to fix the damage caused
by the March 2019 flood and
to mitigate, or improve, the
structure. Both parts of the
project would use Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) funds.

Sotak said the flood caused
general widening of the out-
let channel and pushed rock
downstream, including piec-
es as big as 8,000 pounds.

The plan to fix the basin in-
corporates the “three Rs,” So-
tak said – robust, redundant
and reliable.

“We want to make sure we
bolster up what’s there as
we move forward, especially
since we have FEMA helping
us to do this,” he said.

Cost was a big issue for
the board. Sotak said they
estimate the repair will cost
$529,000. The improvements
will cost the same amount.
He said 75 percent of these
costs are eligible for cost-
share, however.

Initially, FEMA gave a
very preliminary estimate of
$85,700 for the repair. Sotak
said this was extremely low
because the agency had only
added in the cost of replac-
ing the materials that were
removed by the flood, not the
other costs associated with
the project.

“You couldn’t possibly re-
pair this for $85,000,” Sotak
said.

Sotak said the project

would be done “in the wet,”
meaning they would not have
to drain the water away dur-
ing construction. Draining
the water would create a “ton
of risk,” Sotak added, and
would raise the costs.

“Financially it doesn’t
make sense,” he said.

Sotak suggested trying for
a late summer/early fall time
frame for the project because
this season has less chance of
storms.

After Sotak left the meet-
ing, the board of directors
went on to other agenda
items, but circled back to the
basin project. Board Chair-
man Gene Ruzicka said some
of the board members feel
there are discrepancies with
FYRA’s numbers.

“Some of us discussed it
and we really wouldn’t mind
a second opinion,” he said.

Olsson had initially bid the
project, but the board went
with FYRA because they pro-
posed a new design for the ba-
sin.

“The way it was built
hasn’t worked,” Ruzicka add-
ed.

Even though the board’s
counsel, Jovan Lausterer,
said they did not need to
vote on the plan to ask for a
second opinion, the board
opted to do so. Bob Meduna
made the motion, which was
seconded by Larry Feala. All
members present voted yes.

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

NRD board wants second opinion
on Lake Wanahoo flood repair plan

MEAD – Soybean gall midge in recent
years has emerged as a new pest in the soy-
bean production areas of eastern Nebraska.
Fortunately we have research scientists at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln who are
aggressively trying to better understand the
life cycle of this yield robbing pest and how to
effectively control it.

A roundtable discussion to learn more
about this insect pest will be held on Monday,
March 2 at the Eastern Nebraska Research
and Development Center near Mead from 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Extension educators and specialists want

to know what producers saw during the 2019
season with soybean gall midge, including
changes in regards to soybean gall midge in-
jury or pressure between 2018 and 2019 and
thoughts on management (planting date, ma-
turity group, insecticides, adjacent crop, till-
age, etc.). Input is critical to help guide the re-
search efforts on this rapidly developing pest
of soybean.

The event also includes lunch and an open
discussion and comment period.

Register at https://go.unl.
edu/2020sgmroundtable, seating will be lim-
ited.

Roundtable on emerging soybean
gall midge planned at ENREC

Support local journalism...
read and subscribe to the Wahoo Newspaper

“Some of us
discussed it and

we really wouldn’t
mind a second

opinion.”
- Gene Ruzicka,

LPNNRD Chairman
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