
RAYMOND – It was clear Der-
rick Joel was the right fit for the
Raymond Central Schools district
during the superintendent hiring
process four years ago, Dr. Harriet
Gould said.

Joel, now having his doctorate,
only had experience as an assistant
principal and principal previously.
Despite this, Gould, president of the
Raymond Central Schools Board of
Education, said they saw someone
who was a well-skilled worker and
problem solver. Throughout his

tenure, Joel has proved not only
those qualities, but also exceptional
leadership skills.

“He has taken our district and
moved us forward in many ways,”
Gould said. “The skill set that he
has blossomed.”

On May 21, the school board ac-
cepted Joel’s letter of resignation
upon completion of his contract on
June 30 during a special meeting.
Joel will begin as superintendent of
the Fort Dodge Community Schools
District in Fort Dodge, Iowa on July
1.

“(It was) probably the most dif-
ficult professional decision I have

had to make,” Joel said.
Joel said he applied for

the superintendent posi-
tion at Raymond Central in
2017 because he was near-
ing the end of his education
and he had a goal of work-
ing as a superintendent in
the same state as his father,
Dr. Steve Joel.

Joel’s father has been
superintendent of Lincoln
Public Schools since 2010
and raised Joel mostly in
Beatrice. It just so ended up
that the father-son duo happened to
have their district lines border one

another.
“My southern bound-

ary line and his northern
boundary line as a district
touch,” he said. “I never
meant to get that close.”

Joel said the opportu-
nity with Raymond Central
not only checked that goal
off, but also checked off cer-
tain stipulations with Joel
and his family.

“My wife and I with our
young family fell in love
with the area through the

interview process, really impressed
with the district as a whole,” Joel

said. “We could see our family go-
ing through the Raymond Central
Public School system.”

Despite this, Joel said while his
personal roots are in Nebraska, his
family’s roots are in Iowa. Joel met
his wife Kari, an Iowa native, in
Iowa and all three of their children
were born in Iowa.

“My family’s roots are in Iowa
and so I knew at some point that we
were going to go back to Iowa,” Joel
said. “I just did not expect it to be
this soon.”

In his time in the district, Joel
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Work will begin on I-80 between Lincoln, Greenwood
LINCOLN – Weather permitting, work will begin June 7 along I-80 between Lincoln (exit

405) and Greenwood Interchanges (exit 420), according to the Nebraska Department of
Transportation.

Iowa Civil Contracting, of Victor, Iowa, has the $4,288,818 contract. Work includes pave-
ment repairs, crack and joint sealing, and new pavement markings. Work will take place
at night, 8 p.m. through 7 a.m. the following morning. Traffic will be maintained with lane
closures and reduced speed limits. Anticipated completion is spring 2022.

Motorists are reminded to drive cautiously in and near work zones, to buckle up, and to
put phones down.

Eagle pool opens for the first time since 2019

WAVERLY – The annual Wa-
verly street dance may never hit its
40th year.

After the Waverly Community
Foundation’s event being cancelled
in 2020 due to the pandemic, it was
once again cancelled this year. The
foundation’s Board President Josh
Penas said initially the cancella-
tion was related to COVID-19, but
ultimately came down to lack of
community and volunteer support.

“It’s the tradition part of it that
is holding it together,” Penas said.
“All by a thread.”

The foundation delayed the plan-
ning process until the end of May
because of the different require-
ments they were given by the Ne-
braska Department of Health and
Human Services related to saniti-
zation, social distancing and other
precautions. Instead of picking up
the planning process, the founda-
tion announced its postponement of
the event in a post on May 27.

“Unfortunately the WCF board
has come to the decision that the
2021 Waverly Street dance will not
take place,” the post said. “We look
forward to 2022 when we can all
get back together and have a great
time!!”

The street dance is always held
on July 3 and has been around since
the Waverly Jaycees established
it in 1980. Lemon Fresh Day was
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EAGLE – Despite a slow opening

day due to unusually chilly weath-
er on May 29, the Eagle Public Pool
is officially open for the summer.

After being closed all last sum-
mer because of the pandemic, the
pool has a few changes, Manager
Brooklynn Kreikemeier said. The
pool welcomed a brand new slide
for pool-goers to enjoy along with
a pop machine and longer hours.

The pool’s new hours have ex-
panded to 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. Pre-
viously, the pool was open 11 a.m.
to 7 p.m. every day. There were no
changes to costs this year.

Unlike other pools in Nebraska
such as Ashland or Omaha, Ea-
gle’s pool had no issues hiring life-
guards and actually had to turn ap-
plicants away.

“I think the biggest thing is hon-
estly with the guards,” Kreikemei-
er said. “We’re going through a
whole new, different rotation and
all the new guards are just learn-
ing all new things. We’ve only got
like four returners, so everybody’s
brand new.”

Masks are not currently re-
quired at the school, but pool staff
does quite a bit of sanitization each
day.

“When I schedule pool parties,
they always ask if they have to
wear masks so I’m happy to tell

them no,” Kreikemeier said.
During Eagle Fun Day on June

26, Kreikemeier said the pool will

be open with no charge for guests
except for the hour the parade oc-
curs at 2 p.m. that day.

“Come to the Eagle pool,”
Kreikemeier said. “We’d love to
have you.”

Val Days Celebration

GREENWOOD – The Greenwood
Public Library is scheduled to host
the first Teen Night this summer on
June 18 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. for kids
11 to 18 years old.

Those attending will learn how to
make stress balls by Tasha Bashus,
who is running the teen programs
this summer. Bashus said she
hopes to also incorporate coloring
and icebreakers at the free event to
promote the library as a safe envi-
ronment for teens in the area.

“(The goal is) that they feel com-
fortable with and are going to want
to continue to come to (the library),”
Bashus said. “Sometimes that’s
tricky too with this age range.”

The library will also host a sec-
ond teen night at the library on July
16 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. where teens
will create a tentacle creature gar-

See Teen Night on Page 3
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FLIP: A pool-goer flips into the cool water at the Eagle Pool on Friday. The pool opened for the first time since 2019 on May 29.
(Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

Winner Winner
Kids grab the first three ducks to pass the finish line on the spillway during Val Days on Sunday. For more photos of Vall Days turn to page 6. (Staff Photo by Elsie Storm-

berg)


