
WAHOO – There has been
a lot that Doug Watts has en-
joyed about his work these
past 18 years.

There have been
some big projects.
There have also been
some small projects
that the retiring Wa-
hoo economic devel-
opment director looks
at as big accomplish-
ments.

“Definitely at the
top is helping small
businesses get start-
ed,” he said. “We
had the opportunity
for businesses to get
started in town, but maybe
they wouldn’t have gotten
started without a little help.”

Helping those small busi-
ness owners find the help,
networking and other re-
sources they needed was one
of the aspects of the job that
Watts has really felt was im-
portant in a town like Wahoo.

Overall, Watts said help-
ing Wahoo to develop and
grow economically has been
a rewarding second career.

But now, he said he is

ready to enjoy full retire-
ment.

Watts retired from his
teaching career in 2000. The
long-time teacher and coach
at Wahoo Public Schools did
a year of substitute teaching

after that.
Then, he was

asked to help out
when there became
a vacancy in the Wa-
hoo Chamber of Com-
merce and Economic
Development Office.

Watts said he
thought he would
lend a hand on a tem-
porary basis until a
new director could be
found.

After doing the job
for a summer, he found out
he liked the work and signed
on as that new director.

Watts said his strength
has been on the economic de-
velopment side of the office.
But, that paired well with
the Chamber of Commerce
assets brought by Executive
Assistant Jennifer Woita.

“So, that has worked out
really well,” he added.

He said his style was more

PRAGUE – Cecilia Min-
chow is pretty excited.

“I am bouncing off the
walls I am so excited,” she
said about being crowned
Prague Czech Queen Aug. 10.
Not only is she excited, she is
ready to represent.

She said she is looking for-
ward to an appearance at Ne-
braska State Fair. There will
be a queen meet and greet
and a parade to take part in.

Minchow will also be par-
ticipating in the upcoming
York Czech Festival and
plans to attend Language
Day at the University of Ne-
braska – Lincoln.

But, the new queen knows
there is more to being a
Czech queen that just mak-
ing an appearance.

Minchow is the daughter
of Todd and Laura Minchow
of Lincoln. She is the grand-
daughter of Ron and Susan
Minchow of Milford and
Gladys and the late Adolph
Nemec of Prague.

She is quick to point out
that it was her grandpa Nem-
ec who started the Prague
Czech Chapter. And, she has
had other members of her
family serve as local, state
and national Czech queens.

Minchow herself served as
Prague Czech princess when
her cousin served as queen in
2012-2013.

“I don’t think I realized

how important heritage was
until I started diving into
it myself when I was Czech
princess,” she said.

Now, she finds that so
much of what she enjoys is
a part of that heritage. Be it
food, dancing, music or other
activity, there is something
tied to her heritage.

“That’s just what I enjoy.
It’s been so much a big part
of me and this is what I want
to share,” she added.

Minchow has her own
unique take on how she
wants to share to share it too.

“Everybody talks about
preserving the heritage, and
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WAHOO – A new protein
conversion facility opened
its doors Monday morning.

Darling Ingredients, Inc.,
located on County Road 13
east of Wahoo, held a grand
opening to celebrate the ex-
pansion of its existing facil-
ity, which includes Nebras-
ka’s first operation dedicated
solely to poultry conversion.

Gov. Pete Ricketts, State
Sen. Bruce Bostelman and
other dignitaries from near-

by communities were on
hand to cut the ribbon and of-
ficially open the facility.

Rick Elrod, executive vice
president for Darling USA,
told the crowd gathered that
the construction project has
taken 4 1/2 years. He pointed
out that the team in place at
the facility was able to keep
operations going at the ren-
dering plant while expansion
was taking place.

“That’s job well done,” he
said.

WAHOO – With another successful
county fair in the books, the Saunders
County Agricultural Society is already
thinking about the next one.

The Society’s Board of Directors gave
the nod Aug. 21 to starting the process
to build a new poultry/rabbit barn. The
board appointed a committee to oversee
the project and approved advertising for
a contractor to help with the project.

“Let’s get bids so we can at least start
the process,” said Saunders County Ag-
ricultural President Kris Kavan.

The specific plans for a replacement
barn for poultry and rabbit entries have

not been drawn up yet. Kavan said that
is what the committee will be doing,
with the help of the contractor.

The board has been making improve-
ments to buildings on the fairgrounds
over the years. The rabbit/poultry
barn has been identified as the remain-
ing livestock barn that needed to be re-
placed.

The first barn that was replaced was
the sheep/goat barn. When that barn
was built, however, gables were not in-
stalled on the roof.

Ag Society Board Member Dave Ch-
vatal said the board has since learned
that was a mistake. Other newer barns
on the fairgrounds now have them and
it has helped with some issues, such as

sun.
The general contractor for the rabbit/

poultry barn will be asked to prepare
bid specifications for adding gables to
the sheep/goat barn.

In other business at last week’s meet-
ing, the board heard a report from Saun-
ders County Sheriff Kevin Stukenholtz.

The sheriff said from a law enforce-
ment perspective the fair went reason-
able well.

“It was good all in all for the amount
of problems we had,” he said.

There were a few incidents. but noth-
ing he classified as major. The biggest
challenge for security and enforcement

• Fair Results
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Darling opens
doors on new
facility project
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ROYALTY: Cecilia Minchow
smiles from the stage, after being
crowned Prague Czech queen
Aug. 10. She had previously
served as Czech princess and
now carries on the family tradition
of wearing the queen’s crown.
(Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Minchow to focus
on the connections
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Ag Society eying next improvement project
By Lisa Brichacek
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Pancakes are Served
Ithaca Volunteer Firefighters Maison Frahm and Matt Ruhrer take freshly made pancakes off the grill for a hungry crowd. The department hosted

its annual fundraiser at the fire hall on Sunday morning. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)
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lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

Doug
Watts

- See Fairgrounds Page 3A
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TAKING THE TOUR: Darling Ingredient employees and representatives from various communities and agencies return from a tour of the new facil-
ity Monday morning. The rendering plant east of Wahoo officially opened its doors on a recent expansion project. (Staff Photo by LIsa Brichacek)

On the Surface
Contractors work on 15th Street in Wahoo last Thursday afternoon. The asphalt project done by the City of Wahoo has left both 15th Street

and First Street a little smoother of a ride for motorists. First Street work was completed right after the County Fair and 15th Street was done last
week. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)
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