
MEAD – After hearing
from proponents and oppo-
nents of the revocation of Al-
tEn’s conditional use permit
and debating over whether
to use the word revocation
or suspension, the Village
of Mead Board of Trustees
came to a unanimous deci-
sion to revoke the ethanol
plant’s conditional use per-
mit on June 8.

This revocation means
that the ethanol plant can no
longer produce ethanol or
utilize the anaerobic diges-
tion facility. AltEn’s ethanol
process used pesticide-rid-
den treated seed corn that
results in toxic byproducts
such as wastewater and wet
cake.

The village board opened
the public hearing at 6:01
p.m. stating that the reason
for the hearing was to lis-
ten to proponents and op-
ponents of the revocation
of the conditional use per-
mit as the board considers
the item. Board Chairper-
son Bill Thorson asked that
those in favor of the revoca-
tion come up first.

Village Attorney Mau-
reen Freeman-Caddy of The
Law Offices of Bromm, Lin-
dahl, Freeman-Caddy and
Lausterer out of Wahoo
spoke first presenting docu-
ments that signify the plant
violated regulations estab-
lished by the permit.

The documents included
a copy of Ordinance 655 or
the permit, the Mead Plan-
ning Commission minutes
with that board’s recom-

mendation made on May 19,
the complaint by the State
of Nebraska v. AltEn filed
in Saunders County District
Court, the emergency or-
ders filed by the Nebraska
Department of Environment
and Energy (NDEE) in Feb-
ruary and the consent order
for the board’s reference.

Freeman-Caddy recom-
mended that the board first
establish a finding for the
violation of the permit, sim-
ilar to the way the planning
commission did on May 19
before making the recom-
mendation to revoke the
permit with certain condi-
tions.

These conditions are re-
lated to remediation of the
site going forward. Free-
man-Caddy cited a concern
discussed at the planning
commission meeting that if
the permit would be revoked
then AltEn would be unable
to use equipment and pro-
cess on site for clean-up.

Local Mead residents
Jody Weible and John
Schnell both also spoke in
support of revoking the per-
mit.

Weible said she had got-
ten about 230 signatures
for a petition related to the
revocation and mentioned
large pools of filtered water
now standing above ground.
She expressed concern over
potential pesticides evapo-
rating into the air.

According to information
supplied by Weible after
the meeting these tanks are
temporary and are used as
part of the water treatment.
There will be nine total
tanks constructed.

“You’ve got to have some
kind of contingency plan
that’s going to be safe for
our community and a giant
swimming pool on top of
the ground isn’t safe for our
community,” Weible said at
the meeting.

Schnell, the pastor at

Mead Covenant Church, ex-
pressed a desire to have this
permit revoked, but under-
stands the board needs to
do what’s best for the com-
munity. He also asked that
there be a Mead representa-
tive involved with the reme-
diation process.

“The decision you make,
we’re all going to have to get
behind it and support you
doing the best you can do,”
Schnell said.

With there being only a
handful of people in atten-
dance at the meeting, the
public hearing quickly tran-
sitioned to opponents of the
revocation with only one
person there to speak – a
representative for AltEn.

Attorney Stephan Moss-
man attended the meeting
as a representative of Al-
tEn who said he wasn’t re-
ally against the revocation.
Mossman requested that the

MEAD – Dalene Selko’s fa-
vorite part of Mead Days is
seeing the entire community
have a good time. It’s why
she’s helped to plan the event
for the last 20-plus years.

Last year, the event was
cancelled due to the pandem-
ic. There were no fireworks,
volleyball, parade or street
dance that third weekend of
June. No smiling grandkids
or adults having a good time.

“It just wasn’t the same,”
Selko said.

June 18, 19 and 20 will be
much different from last
year. Mead Days Double
Down 2021 will provide
something fun for all ages.

The celebration will kick-
off the evening of June 18
with a beer garden from 6
p.m. to 12:30 a.m., live polka
music from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
a pop garden and kids activi-
ties from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at

the softball field and a beer
pong tournament at 8 p.m.

As DJ Highroller performs
from 8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m.,
attendees can enjoy shaved
ice from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.
and fireworks at 10 p.m. at
the football field. In case of
rain, the fireworks will have
a back-up date of June 19 at
10 p.m.

Mead residents won’t need
to find anything to do on
June 19 because Mead Days
will have them covered from
8 a.m. with the 5K color run
until midnight at the street
dance.

Between those two events
will be breakfast at the food
stand at 8 a.m., a volleyball
tournament starting at 9
a.m. and a beer garden all
day starting at 10 a.m. There
will also be shave ice offered
from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. and the
parade at 12:30 p.m.

After the parade gets done,

Death Notices Index
• Inside this issue

Valparaiso Library hires
new director

Page 2A

What’s Inside

Inside
This

Week:
Blues are
red hot

Page 1B

Serving the Saunders County, Nebraska
Area Since 1886

Vol. 140 No. 43 $2.00

Thursday, June 17, 2021

www.wahoonewspaper.com

Church/Society ............ 5A
Classified Section
................. Market Weekly
Public Notices........ 3B-5B
Public Record .............. 4A

Obituaries.................... 4A
Opinion........................5B
School/Youth ...............6B
Sports.................... 1B-2B
Weather.......................6B

• Alan Lee Dickhute, 65, Brock
• Richard Louis Steager, 83, Brainard
• Katie Marie Weakly, 29, Lincoln

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

Fun in Cedar BluffsMead Days
doubles down
for extra fun

“It’s a one-in-a-lifetime thing.”
~ Stacy Ideus, Wahoo 150+1 Co-chair

- See Mead Page 3A
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Mead revokes AltEn’s conditional use permit

Careful Driver
Vincent Russell carefully maneuvers his bike around the obstacle

course at the Bike Rodeo at Wahoo’s Smith Park on June 8. (Staff Photo
by Suzi Nelson)

WAHOO – The COVID-19
pandemic may have delayed
the Wahoo 150 celebration
for a year, but in the end, the
wait was worth it.

The Wahoo 150+1 cel-
ebration will take place
Thursday, June 24 to Sun-
day, June 27 at various loca-
tions around Wahoo. See the
schedule published in this
week’s Wahoo Newspaper
for more information.

Plans began in 2019 for
the city’s sesquicentennial.
Stacy Ideus, along with Kim
Homes, co-chaired a commit-
tee of volunteers whose goal
was to make the event memo-
rable.

“It’s going to be a great
weekend,” said Ideus. “I’m
really excited to be co-
chair and just be behind the
scenes.”

The excitement of plan-
ning Wahoo 150 turned to
panic in 2020, as COVID-19
spread through the county
and public events were can-
celed right and left. In April,
the committee made a tough
decision to postpone the cel-
ebration a few months, hop-
ing the pandemic would be
over by August.

Unfortunately, their gam-
ble was not a winning one.

“By the time we got closer
to August, we realized there
was really no hope,” Ideus
said.

The pandemic continued,
and Wahoo 150 was post-
poned until the summer of
2021. They chose a week-
end almost exactly one year
from the original date. To re-
flect the one-year delay, the
name was altered to “Wahoo
150+1.”

Wahoo ready
for 150 party

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

MARCHING BAND: The Cedar Bluffs High School marching band plays as they walk down Main Street in the Driving through the Decades
Parade in Cedar Bluffs during Cedar Days on Sunday. The celebration kicked off Friday and ended Sunday with a carnival at the park. (Staff
Photos by Elsie Stormberg)

WATER GUN: Kasey and Victoria Gaughen, along with Tammy Krem-
lacek, throw popsicles, candy and koozies at parade watchers while
spraying them with water guns at the Driving through the Decades
Parade. For more photos, go to www.wahoonewspaper.com.

RUN IN THE SUN: A slip n’ slider
flies down the large blue tarp as
water is sprayed from a fire hose
during the carnival at Cedar Days.

BUNGEE TOSS: Max Neeman
shoots a basket while being
tethered to a bungie cord dur-
ing the carnival at Cedar Days.

REVOKED: The Village of Mead Board of Trustees unanimously voted to revoke the conditional use permit
for AltEn during the village board’s June 8 meeting. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

- See Wahoo Page 3A
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