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CERESCO – It’s not ev-
ery day that you get to drive
right into the mouth of a
whale.

But that’s what young
members of the local church-
es in Ceresco got to do last
Thursday as they participat-
ed in a new form of Vacation
Bible School.

Immanuel Lutheran
Church in Ceresco hosted
a drive-by Vacation Bible
School last week for children
from the community. It was
the first drive-by bible school
to take place in the communi-
ty, and the only Pastor Scott
Larson had heard of. Larson
is the part-time pastor at the
church and works full-time
as the development director
for the Eastmont Foundation
in Lincoln.

“It’s something Ceresco
has never experienced,” Lar-
son said.

Normally, the three area
churches work together
to put on Vacation Bible
School, said Suzy Fredrick-
son, the Christian education
leader at Immanuel. The
four-day VBS would take
place at night from Monday
to Thursday, with a perfor-
mance for the community on
the last night.

This year was Immanuel’s
turn to take the lead for the
community bible school, and
they were deep in the throes
of planning when the COV-
ID-19 pandemic hit.

“We had so much energy
and momentum going we
didn’t want to stop complete-
ly,” Fredrickson said.

A church member had put
on an Easter egg scavenger
hunt one year, and the com-
mittee decided to adopt the
idea.

“We took the idea and ad-
justed it to Vacation Bible

DUNKED: Pastor Scott Larson of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Ceresco
is underwater after being dunked during the drive-through Vacation
Bible School last Thursday. The dunk tank was part of station No. 5,
which was located at the home of Ron and Carol Wischof in Ceresco.
(Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)
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Midsummer Graduation

Hanging Out
Newly-minted Wahoo High School graduates (from left) Joseph Scanlon, Isaac Privett, Alex Tomjack, Tucker Janecek and Jackson Markvicka share a laugh after Sunday’s graduation

exercises, which were delayed from May by the COVID-19 pandemic. Find more photos of Wahoo and Yutan’s graduation ceremonies on Page 9. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

Fair Time
The Saunders County Fair got underway on

Sunday at the Saunders County fairgrounds in
Wahoo with the Demolition Derby (see Page
6) and various 4-H events, including the dog
shows. The fair will continue through Aug. 2.

On Monday, action continued with the 4-H
BB gun contest in the Gayle Hattan Pavilion.
Benjamin Spreeman (above) rests comfortably
in between rounds as he wait for his turn to
compete. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

The cat show was a highlight on Monday
morning. Kelly Peterson (right) gives her cat a
hug as she competes in the 4-H Cat Show at
the Open Air Pavilion. (Staff Photo by Jason
Unger)

WAHOO – The fate of two
more potentially dangerous
dogs were in the hands of
the Wahoo City Council last
week.

At the July 23 meeting,
the council held hearings
regarding two dogs that had
committed acts that may
have made them potentially
dangerous.

A dog owned by Lindsay
Knuter bit a person on the
hand during an incident on
June 30, reported Wahoo Po-
lice Chief Bruce Ferrell. The
18-month-old German Shep-
herd named Quinn was vis-
iting the manager’s office at
City View Apartments when
the incident occurred.

Knuter said she works
full-time for the apartment
complex and plans to do ev-
erything possible to remedy
the situation.

“I want to do whatever I
can to make sure it’s not hap-
pening,” she told the council.

When an animal causes
injury to a human, it fits the
definition of “potentially
dangerous,” City Attorney
Jovan Lausterer said.

“Because he actually bit

Ceresco’s drive-by bible
school first of its kind

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

- See VBS Page 3

WAHOO – Before having
a photograph taken to com-
memorate her 100th birth-
day, Bernice Wiese fussed
with the curler she had
wrapped in her hair.

The former beautician
wanted to look her best,
which is normal given that
she made hundreds of wom-
en look their best during the
five decades she operated a
beauty shop in Wahoo.

Wiese turned 100 years old
on July 7. Because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the Saun-
ders House resident had a
very quiet celebration with
lunch and birthday cake

with her daughter, Donna
Johnson of Lincoln.

Wiese was born at her
parents’ home in Wahoo on
July 2, 1920. Her family lived
there for the first few years
of her life, surrounded on
either side by both sets of
grandparents.

She remembers the grand-
parents who lived to the
west. They spoke only Ger-
man.

“So I had to know Ger-
man to understand them,”
she said. Unfortunately, she
no longer remembers how to
speak the language.

She also remembers sit-
ting on the porch swing with
her grandpa, being carried

around by the Otto brothers
who were neighbors and go-
ing to weekly dinners at her
aunt’s house.

“We always got together
on Sunday afternoons,” she
said.

Later Wiese’s family
moved to a farm south of
Ithaca near Zion Lutheran
Church. She attended Ceres-
co High School through the
10th grade.

In her early 20s, Wiese
married Martin Schwenck.
The couple moved to a farm
near Ashland. He died from

Former beautician turns 100 years old

- See Beautician Page 3

Bernice Wiese

Dogs on
Wahoo
council
agenda,
again

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Council Page 3
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