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F-117 Stealth Fighter scheduled to arrive at SAC Museum May 24
ASHLAND – For the first time in 15 years, the Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Mu-

seum will welcome a new aircraft to its collection. The F-117 “Nighthawk” stealth fighter will
arrive at the museum, May 24 and be on display for guests to view in the Restoration Hangar.

Developed by the Lockheed Corporation, the F-117 “Nighthawk” gained worldwide atten-
tion for its role during the Persian Gulf War of 1991. The F-117 fleet included 64 aircraft, which
the U.S. Air Force retired in 2008.

“The F-117 is a bookend in our collection as it helped to usher-in the end of the Cold War,”
said Museum President and CEO Jeff Cannon. “It represents a huge innovation leap that
started with our SR-71 and U2.”

Council votes to retain recycling contract

Crispitos, Spaghetti, Cupcakes, Oh My!

RAYMOND – Up until May 11,
Raymond Central seniors will get
to enjoy their favorite lunch menu
items like Crispitos, spaghetti and
chicken tenders one last time.

Or in the case of Crispitos, two
last times.

The 55 Raymond Central seniors
helped out Head of Kitchen Patty
Hudson by filling the May lunch
menu with their preferred food
for the week and a half they will

be in school. Along with Crispi-
tos, spaghetti and super nachos,
the students also asked that there
be cookies, cupcakes or ice cream
each day throughout the month of
May.

Hudson said she had the idea af-
ter thinking about all that the 2020
graduates missed out on last year
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
what this year’s seniors are also
going through.

“I thought you know what, last
year the seniors lost so much, and
there’s still some things that they

(seniors) don’t get this year,” Hud-
son said.

Since she started working with
the district in 2016, Hudson said
they have let the seniors pick the
lunch solely for the last day of
school. This year she decided to
take it a step further.

Hudson pitched the idea to
teacher Carolyn Enevoldsen who
helps Hudson type up the menu
each month. Enevoldsen informed
the students in her Southeast Com-
munity College introduction to lit-
erature class and they ran with the

idea.
Seniors Connor Nichols and

Scott Tvrdy both helped in putting
together the menu.

“We chose a lot of the items that
students like to eat as well as some
of the ones that throughout our
entire time here we’ve enjoyed
eating,” Nichols said. “Especially
Crispitos, which we put up on the
menu twice.”

Nichols also mentioned that a
few of the lunches have weird com-

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

RC seniors select favorite lunches

WAVERLY – Waverly
Middle School eighth grad-
er Elizabeth Funk and Wa-
verly High School freshman
Taylor Root will both be
competing in the 2021 Inter-
scholastic Equestrian Asso-
ciation (IEA) Nationals June
28 through July 1 in Fort
Worth, Texas.

Funk, of Waverly, quali-
fied individually after plac-
ing first in future intermedi-
ate horsemanship during the
IEA Region 7 competition on
April 18 outside of Manhat-
tan, Kan. Root, of Walton,
received first and third place
in team competition which
went toward the team’s over-
all qualification for nation-
als in the varsity intermedi-

ate reining category.
Root and her teammates

junior Helene Keiser of Go-
thenburg, freshman Cara-
line Higgins of Crete and
freshman Makenna Coe of
Crete will be competing as a
team at nationals.

Both Funk and Root are
members of the Big Red Elite
Equestrian Club out of Cor-
nerstone Stables in Hick-
man. Led by Coach Kelsey
Ebke, this is the team’s first
year in existence, therefore
its first year headed to na-
tionals.

“It’s pretty amazing,”
Ebke said. “I mean we kind
of didn’t know what we were
getting ourselves into when
we started. We’ve just gotten
such good girls and I’m just
lucky that I’ve had so many
supportive parents to help

me get it started.”
Funk said the win was ex-

citing for her.
“I almost shed a couple

tears of happiness,” she said.
Root said she also felt the

high school team win was
exciting and great for the
team, but they’ve set the bar
pretty high by qualifying for
nationals in the club’s first
year.

“I feel like there’s kind of
a lot of pressure almost be-
cause you know we’re the
first ones,” Root said.

Established in fall 2020,
the club has 17 members
from throughout the area be-
tween the middle school and
high school teams. Ebke is
also a 4-H leader of the Tails
N’ Trails 4-H Club which was

Local riders qualify for national
equestrian competition in Texas

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

WAVERLY – The Waverly City
Council voted unanimously to not
break the one-year contract with
Quik Dump Refuse for recycling
services during the meeting on
April 27.

Since the contract was approved
on Oct. 27 and began in December
2020, the city has learned recycling
is not cheap. The city originally
had $24,000 budgeted for recycling
including the monthly bill of $1,800
for Quik Dump’s services.

Right now, the city is looking at
a $40,000 cost for the year, Gerdes
said. Because it is $16,000 over bud-
get, the council considered break-
ing the contract to consider a new
service or to get rid of recycling al-

together.
Mayor Bill Gerdes said before the

meeting that it costs $95 per large
cardboard recycling container to be
recycled. After Christmas, the bill
was about $4,600, City Administra-
tor Stephanie Fisher said. Gerdes
estimated it’s normally about $3,600
per month.

“Recycling is an issue that every-
body wants, but nobody wants to
pay for,” Gerdes said.

Council Member Andy Cockerill
recalled the bins being over-the-
top full in December and January.
Gerdes said it’s like that every Fri-

day and Monday before Quik Dump
picks the recycling up.

Fisher said she has an employee
that stops by the site each day to
write down how full each container
is to ensure the city isn’t dumping
the bins unless absolutely neces-
sary.

On average, Fisher reported that
the city is dumping two bins full
of cardboard every Friday and by
Monday three cardboard bins need
to be dumped again.

“We go through five containers

WAHOO – Instead of making her
court appearance last Thursday
morning, the former Valparaiso li-
brary director submitted a continu-
ance that pushed her court date to
May 20.

Lori Springer’s counsel, Mat-
thew J. Snipe of Berry Law Firm
in Omaha, has a conflicting court
hearing and the state had “no ob-
jection or resistance to a continu-
ance,” according to court records.
Springer’s new court date will be
May 20 at 9 a.m. at the courthouse
in Wahoo.

Springer, 45, was arrested early
morning on April 22 after a search
warrant was executed by Nebraska
State Patrol Investigator Henry
Dimitroff on her property in Val-
paraiso. The NSP found a Dell lap-
top and three college textbooks.
These items are suspected to be
purchases Springer made utilizing
Valparaiso Public Library funds
while acting as the library director.

Dimitroff also served a search
warrant to Amazon.com for the
library’s order history where he
found $1,130.10 in textbooks and
$81.83 in sports equipment had
been purchased. Along with the
cost of the Dell laptop, which was
$345.98, the total amount of person-
al purchases were $1,557.80.

Dimitroff verified with Nebras-
ka Wesleyan University, where
Springer’s son attends school, that
the textbooks found in the NSP in-
vestigation were either “required
by his classes or could be used as
study guides.”

These textbook purchases were
also found in an investigation by

Valparaiso
librarian
court date
delayed

“Recycling is an issue that everybody wants, but
nobody wants to pay for.”

- Bill Gerdes, Waverly Mayor

See Recycle on Page 3

See Riders on Page 3

From Staff Reports

GOOD DECISION: Seniors Jenna Krenke, (from left) Kelsey Hudson and Grace Cadotte enjoy lunch at Raymond Central High School on Thursday in Raymond. Krenke, Hudson,
Cadotte and their fellow seniors chose the lunch menu for the school for the month of May. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

See Library on Page 4See Lunch on Page 4

Working Together
Eighth graders and members of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln arboriculture class work together to

plant a tree at Waverly Middle School on Friday in Waverly. The two groups worked together to plant trees
in celebration of Arbor Day. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

RECYCLING: Cardboard is stacked at the Waverly recycling area near HoneyCreek
Restaurant in Waverly on Thursday. The Waverly City Council considered breaking the
city’s contract with Quick Dump Refuse on April 27 due to the high rates for recycling
cardboard. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)


