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WAHOO – Saunders Medi-
cal Center long term care de-
partment experienced a sec-
ond Christmas last Friday
morning.

While the residents didn’t
receive beautifully wrapped
presents or goodies in their
stockings like they did a few
weeks earlier, they were giv-
en something they had been
marking on their calendars
for weeks.

SMC’s long term care res-
idents received their first
dose of the Pfizer vaccine to

build immunity against CO-
VID-19.

“It almost felt like Christ-
mas morning,” Nurse Jaclyn
Smith said. “It’s like a huge
sense of relief for our resi-
dents.”

A Walgreens pharmacist
and technician arrived at
the floor around 8:30 a.m. to
administer the vaccine to
the 49 residents in the facil-
ity starting at 9 a.m. Smith,
who is the infection control
nurse, said this will be a
huge sense of relief not only
for residents and their fami-

2020 in Review

SMC long term
care residents
receive vaccine

WAHOO – There are many words
that could be considered “words of
the year” for 2020 – COVID-19, pan-
demic, cancelled. But there are
many others that can be included
in this list. Resilient, courageous
and steadfast. Because that is what
the people of our area have become
as they withstand the trials and
tribulations set forth by the pan-
demic, and continue life as normal
as possible.

Examples of this can be found in
the news that the Wahoo Newspa-
per reported in 2020. We continue
our look at the year we just finished

with the second half of 2020.
July

On July 1 the Saunders County
Agricultural Society made the final
decision that the Saunders County
Fair would be held in 2020, but in a
modified format because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The Wahoo State Bank Reds se-
nior Legion baseball team earned
their first win of the season on July
2 in Seward.

A group of nature enthusiasts
and amateur horticulturists attend-
ed an open house at the Knott Tall-
grass Prairie just north of Yutan on
July 5. Tim Knott, the namesake of
the prairie, hosted the event, which

included tours of the property and
educational information.

Former beautician Bernice Wi-
ese celebrated her 100th birthday
quietly on July 7 at her residence
at Saunders House with lunch and
birthday cake with her daughter,
Donna Johnson of Lincoln.

During the July 9 meeting, the
Wahoo City Council approved the
first reading of an ordinance set-
ting regulations for food trucks and
mobile food vendors and declared
a dog potentially dangerous after
it bit a teenager but did not cause
injury that required medical atten-
tion.

Raymond Central FFA is work-

ing with the Lower Platte South
Natural Resources District on a
garden project located near the
school shop.

Judge Andrew Lange denied
bond for Kolten Barnes during a
hearing July 20 in Saunders Coun-
ty Court. Barnes has been charged
with first degree murder in the kill-
ing of his fiancé, Kayla Matulka, on
July 15, at their home in Malmo.

College students and best friends
Seth Varner and Austin Schneider
of Wahoo wrapped up their sum-
mer quest to visit all 531 towns in
Nebraska with a parade in their
hometown on July 17. The pair em-
barked on their “Visit 531 Nebras-

ka” journey on April 22. They put
nearly 9,000 miles on their cars as
they stopped at every incorporated
village and city in the state.

Members of the Raymond Cen-
tral High School Class of 2020 cel-
ebrated their graduation on July 18
in an outdoor ceremony.

Jeff and Jan Lewis have opened
A-Maze-ing Flowers and Studio at
their rural home near Prague.

Wahoo High School held its grad-
uation ceremony for the Class of
2020 on July 19 in the school gym,
with social distancing protocols in
place. Yutan also held a graduation

Looking back as 2020 comes to end

- See Year Page 3A

Part 2 - July through December

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

From Staff Reports

WAHOO – Saunders County Asses-
sor Rhonda Andresen has always said
the county nestled between Omaha and
Lincoln is never going to have a year
where it doesn’t grow.

In 2020, the assessor’s office and Reg-
ister of Deeds has been busy as ever,
which Andresen said is a direct sign
that the housing market in the county
is booming, despite the pandemic.

Saunders County had 72 building
permits submitted in 2020, per data pro-
vided by Zoning Administrator Mitch
Polacek. While 2019 wasn’t too far be-
hind with 69 permits, Polacek said he
had expected the permit number in
2020 to be lower because of the pandem-
ic.

“That didn’t take,” Polacek said.
Forty-five of those 2020 building per-

mits belonged to land in the Ashland
area, which is more than half the total
of permits from the year. In 2019, the
Ashland area retained the most per-
mits again with 44 permits for residen-
tial buildings.

“Ashland is booming,” Andresen
said.

Andresen said this is due to the new

subdivisions in the area and the fore-
cast is that the city will continue to
grow and get much larger. Between the
steady housing market and lowered in-
terest rates, Saunders County is seeing
homes go on the market and sell within
hours, she said.

“It opens up the door for new home-
owners,” Andresen said.

At the Register of Deeds office, An-
dresen describes the numbers as “as-
tronomical” for the documents filed
this year compared to previous years,
which also reflects on the Saunders
County housing market. In 2020, they
had 1,233 deeds which includes farm
land, homes and any transfer of real es-
tate.

“COVID has definitely not put a
damper on the housing industry in
Saunders County as a whole,” Andre-
sen said.

While the housing market and in-
terest rates are beneficial to potential
homeowners, Polacek did say that the
costs for materials like lumber are ris-

ing which makes it difficult for build-
ers.

Because the county is 90% agricul-
ture, Polacek said there aren’t many
commercial buildings being built this
year. Off the top of his head, he said he
remembered two commercial building
permits for an addition to an existing
storage building in Woodcliff and a
new storage building at Sandy Pointe
Lake in Ashland.

Andresen works with title compa-
nies on a daily basis and from what
they have been saying, this housing
boom should continue into 2021 with
no end in sight, she explained. Andre-
sen attributes this constant growth to
the things the county can offer and its
people.

“We are going to continue to expand
in the future,” Andresen said. “I don’t
see any changes. And that aspect is be-
cause it’s a wonderful place to live, we
have a lot to offer and people are mov-
ing this way.”

CONSTRUCTION: The bones of Mitch and Bev Storm’s newest home stand on the 320-acre property on Monday outside of Yutan. This building
was one of 72 building permits submitted in Saunders County in 2020.

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com
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Saunders County continues growth
“COVID has definitely not put a damper on the

housing industry in Saunders County as a whole.”
~ Rhonda Andresen, Saunders County Assessor

FIRST DOSE: Saunders Medical Center long term care residents
receive their first dose of the Pfizer vaccine on Friday at SMC. The
residents will receive their second dose on Jan. 29. (Photo Courtesy
of Sam Prokopec)
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