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Calendar 
Sunday, Aug. 1

 Scout Badge Sunday – In the 
Wild (Tiger Cub Scouts), Wildlife 
Safari Park, 2 to 4 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 5
 Community Coffee, Saunders 
County Museum, Wahoo, 3 to 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 6
 Carol Joy Holling Camp Classic 
Golf Tournament, Ashland Golf 
Club, 11 a.m.

Sunday, Sept. 8
 Breakfast Buffet, Ashland 
American Legion Club, 9 to 1 p.m.
 Silver Street Flea Market, 
downtown Ashland, 12 to 5 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 11
 Marvelous Mammals, ELK Klub, 
Wildlife Safari Park, 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m.
 Patriot Day Program and Lunch, 
Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace Museum, 11:30 a.m.

Saturday, Sept. 14
 Aircraft Adventure Lecture 
Series, Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace Museum, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.
 Moonshell Storytelling Festival, 
Mahoney State Park, 10:30 a.m. to 
9:45 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 15 
 Public Monarch Tagging, Wildlife 
Safari Park, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 Scout Badge Sunday (Brownie 
Girl Scouts), Wildlife Safari Park, 2 
to 4 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 20
 Market Daze, Platte Valley 
Antique Mall, 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 21
 Market Daze, Platte Valley 
Antique Mall, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 Backstage Experiences – 
Cheetah Conservation Tour, Wildlife 
Safari Park, 10 to 11 a.m.
 Hello Harvest, Salt Creek 
Mercantile 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
 VFW Steak and Hamburger 
Feed, VFW Hall, 5:30 to 8 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 22
 Public Monarch Tagging, Wildlife 
Safari Park, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 28 
 “Space: A New Generation” 
exhibit opening, Strategic Air 
Command and Aerospace Museum, 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

T
he month of September 
seems to be even busier than 
ever in the Ashland area, even 

though school is in full swing. A wide 
variety of fun events are scheduled 
for in and around the community, and 
you are guaranteed to find at least 
one that will provide an entertaining 
escape from the everyday routine.
 On Sept. 8, one of my favorite local 
events will take place from noon to 5 
p.m. The Silver Street Flea Market will 
again fill two blocks of downtown 
Ashland with an eclectic mix of 
antiques, vintage items, toys, gently-
used clothing, furniture, repurposed 
treasures, rummage sale items, home 
décor, jewelry and baked goods, 
along with street food vendors. It is a 
shopper’s paradise.
 Bob Luebbe has been in charge of 
the Silver Street Flea Market for the 
Ashland Area Chamber of Commerce 
since its inception in 2015. The 
event has grown steadily over the 
years. The first year, there were 60 
sellers. Last year, there were over 80. 
While attendance is hard to gauge, 
estimates were 1,000 people visited 
the flea market in its first year, while 
last year Luebbe said the number was 
closer to 3,000.
 Spaces are limited and reservations are processed on 
a first-come, first-serve basis and Chamber members 
have priority. Sellers must follow certain rules, of course. 
The only rule for buyers is to wear comfortable shoes 
and prepare to take home some treasures!
 Another festival of shopping will take later in the 
month also in downtown Ashland. Salt Creek Mercantile, 
located at 1502 Silver Street, will hold its first Hello Fall 
event on Saturday, Sept. 21 from 5 to 9 p.m.
 Owner Ashley Welch is planning to include 
everything you love about fall at this event, including 
fresh pumpkins grown locally, a caramel apple station 
and other activities, as well as gourmet treats and 
desserts. The activity will spill out from the shop onto 
15th Street, where there will be twinkly lights strung to 
add to the atmosphere.

     The wallet will get evern more 
of a workout that weekend, as 
Platte Valley Antiques Mall will 
host Market Daze, an outdoor flea 
market with food and live music 
on Sept. 20 (3 to 8 p.m.) and 21 (9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.). See Pages 3 and 4 
for more information on this event.
   Mahoney State Park will host 
the 18th annual Moonshell 
Storytelling Festival on Sept. 14. 
From 10:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., 
famous storytellers from across 
the Midwest will share techniques 
on storytelling and offer the public 
five minutes to tell their own story 
during scheduled events. The 
Nebraska Story Arts organization 
has held this event at the state 
park for many years.
   Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace Museum will host a 
Patriot Day program and lunch on 
Sept. 11 in tribute to the victims 
of the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
The program also honors first 
responders and military service 
members. 
     The program begins at 11:30 
a.m. with a presentation by 
keynote speaker Dr. David Crist, a 

lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserves. 
He served in Operation Desert Storm and has also 
been deployed to Afghanistan. He is currently assigned 
to the office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Homeland Defense and Americas Security Affairs. 
 Military cardholders and first responders are invited 
to attend the Patriot Day for free. 
 The museum also has other events scheduled for 
September, including the opening of a new exhibit 
called “Space: A New Generation.” It is an interactive 
STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) 
exhibit that focuses on space exploration and the next 
generation of travel beyond the earth’s atmosphere. 
The exhibit opens on Sept. 28 at 9 a.m.
 Be sure to mark these special events down in your 
calendar, so you don’t miss a single one!

Discovering Busy Fall Weekends
By Suzi Nelson

STORY TIME: Jeff Doyle entertains 
the crowd with one of his stories during 
the Moonshell Storytelling Festival at 
Mahoney State Park last year. The park 
will host the event again this year on 
Sept. 14. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

SHOPPING: Shopping can be a pleasure with a trip to Platte Valley Antique Mall for treasures. 

VENDORS: Platte Valley Antique Mall has been open since 1996 and has over 
150 vendors selling unique items like this selection. 


