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• Deloris “Dottie” Hraban, 91, Wahoo

• Bonnie Lou Jurgensen, 83, Ashland

• Eugene “Ada” Mach, 89, Wahoo

• Summer Dawn (Paulsen) Simon 36, Wahoo

• Anton J. (Tony) Wirka, 83, Prague
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Local artist
wins

contest

Inside This Week:
College & Career

WAHOO – A band well
known to Baby Boomers and
Gen-Xers is coming to the
Saunders County Fair this
summer.

The 1980s rock band 38
Special, known for hits like
“Caught Up in You,” will be
on a double bill with country
band BlackHawk on July 31
at the arena.

Tickets went on sale
March 6, said Kris Kavan,
president of the Saunders
County Agricultural Soci-
ety, which operates the fair.

This will be the third
year the fair board has put
on a large concert during the
fair, something people have
been requesting for many
years.

“It is the No. 1 thing that
people would bring up,”
Kavan said.

The first two concerts
featured country artists. But
the board heard from fans
that they would like to see
a rock band, so the concert
committee started looking
for bands.

“Rock was definitely
something that was men-
tioned more often than not,”
said Kavan

Rock bands from the 80s
are making a push on the
county fair side, Kavan said.
So they put out a bid for 38
Special and it was accepted.

This is a band that put out
many hits over the years, in-
cluding ones that you may
not associate with the band.

“Once you year it, you
say, ‘Oh my gosh, I didn’t re-
alize it’s them,’” Kavan said.

To please the country
music fans, BlackHawk was
also booked. The band was
well-known in the 1990s.

Kavan said they also

have a number of songs that
people will know.

“I’ve seen them a cou-
ple of times and they put
on a phenomenal show,” he
added.

Kavan credited the con-
cert committee, headed up
by Jordan Kavan, for their
efforts in scheduling the con-
cert.

The concert will be held
in the fairground’s out-
door arena. General admis-
sion tickets are $25 through
March 31. After that, the
price jumps up to $30 from
April 1 to July 25 and $40
on July 26. Special early ad-
mission tickets are $35 and
allow entry at 6:30 p.m. for
the 8 p.m. concert. Gates
open at 7 p.m. for regular
ticket holders.

Sid Dillon Chevrolet
Buick in Wahoo is sponsor-
ing the concert.

Windy Clean Up
Boy Scout troop members and their family members help pick up trash along the paved trail located near 8th street in Wahoo. The scouts were out working hard Saturday morning

despite winds reaching 40 mph. The event was coordinated by Denise Lawver of the Wahoo Library. (Staff Photo by Jason Unger)

38 Special to perform
at Saunders County Fair

WAHOO – As Nebraska reported
the first confirmed cases of corona-
virus in the state last week, public
facilities in Saunders County are
watching what unfolds.

Last Friday, a 36-year-old Omaha
woman was taken to the Nebraska
Biocontainment Unit at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska Medical Cen-
ter for treatment of coronavirus,
also called COVID-19. The woman
had recently traveled to the United
Kingdom with her father. Her fa-
ther and another family member
have also tested positive for the

virus and are self-quarantined in
their Omaha area home.

State health officials said the
woman played in a Special Olym-
pics basketball game at the YMCA

in Fremont on Feb. 29.
Many other Special Olympics

athletes and coaches were at the
tournament, and secondary contact
is a concern for area schools.

Fremont public and parochial
schools and Plattsmouth and Logan
View public school districts have
cancelled classes for at least a week
in response to the exposure.

No area students were involved
in the event, local superintendents
said on Monday.

School officials are monitoring
the situation carefully, however.
On Sunday afternoon, many super-
intendents took part in a confer-
ence call with state health officials
to discuss the Fremont incident.

The area school closest to Fre-
mont – Cedar Bluffs – remains
open, said Superintendent Harlen
Ptomey.

“No we will not cancel classes
unless there is confirmed cases
that have effect on us as a school,”
he said.

School officials monitoring COVID-19 virus
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO – Leadership
Learning Walks is the name
of a new program that brings
principals from the area to-
gether to promote growth in
school leaders.

According to Eileen Barks,
professional developer for
Educational Service (ESU)
2, most of the schools in the
ESU are participating.

“I personally am teamed
up with Ashland principal,
Wahoo middle school princi-
pal, and the Wahoo athletic
director/assistant princi-
pal,” she said. “The group
meets about nine times
throughout the year taking

turns each hosting at our re-
spective schools. We work
on ways to improve each oth-
er’s school.”

According to Barks, ob-
jectives include to facilitate
multiple small principal net-
works in the region who will
support each other to make
clear measurable progress in
increasing equitable student
outcomes; to build profes-
sional learning communities
as they focus on improving
instruction, school culture
and effective learning envi-
ronments; to engage network
teams in data-rich conversa-
tions that lead to improved
equitable student outcomes,
to pinpoint effective, evi-
dence-based practices that

are likely to lead to increased
equitable student outcomes
and to support principals
across networks to build ca-
pacity in effective teaching
and learning in all schools.

Robert Barry, assis-
tant principal and activi-
ties director at Wahoo Pub-
lic Schools said within the
group, each administrator is
at different points in their ca-
reers so it brings a wide vari-
ety of perspectives.

“Brad Jacobsen from Ash-
land-Greenwood has a ton of
experience and is the Prin-
cipal of the Year award re-
cipient, Brian Daniell from
Yutan is in his second year

Leadership program bringing
school administrators together

LEADERSHIP TRIAD: Brad Jacobsen of Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools, Mark Kaminski of Wahoo Public
Schools, Dr. David Lorden and Robert Barry of Wahoo Public Schools attend a September meeting.

By Chris Legband
chris.legband@wahoonewspaper.com

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Program Page 3A

WAHOO – Bob Chvatal
never met a stranger.

Not only was he a com-
mitted volunteer and a “Mr.
Fixit” he was a friend to all
that crossed his path.

Chvatal was 59 years old
and died Feb. 27 after a cou-
rageous battle with cancer.

A Saunders County resi-
dent all of his life, between
his job as facilities manag-
er at Wahoo Public Schools
and his passion for helping
others through the Wahoo
Fire Department, Chvatal’s
warmth and passion touched
a countless amount of oth-
ers.

Chvatal joined the Wahoo
Volunteer Fire Department
in 1988.

Cody Hull, fire chief at
the Wahoo Fire Department
said he first met Bob when
he moved to town and joined
the Wahoo Fire Department
in 2013.

“Bob had been a staple of
the community for a number
of years so he was my go to
if I needed to know some-

Chvatal
never met
a stranger

By Chris Legband
chris.legband@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Chvatal Page 3A

- See COVID-19 Page 3A

WAHOO – The ballot is
complete for the May 12 Pri-
mary Election in Saunders
County.

The filing deadline for
non-office holders was
March 2. Incumbents had to
file by Feb. 18.

In the race for County
Board of Supervisors, four
Republican candidates are
on the ballot in District 2.
They include incumbent Do-
ris Karloff and challengers
John Zaugg, J.C. Long and
Chris Kems, all of Yutan.

The list of four candidates
will be narrowed down to
one Republican candidate
who will advance to the Gen-
eral Election to face the Dem-
ocratic candidate, although
no Democrats have filed for
this partisan race.

Incumbent Scott Sukstorf
of Cedar Bluffs, a Republi-
can, will face fellow Repub-
lican Tom Slobodnik of rural
Yutan in the primary race
for District 4. One will ad-
vance to the General Elec-
tion. There are no Demo-
cratic candidates who filed
before the March 2 deadline.

In District 6, the incum-

bent, Ed Rastovski, did not
file for re-election. Three
Republicans are vying for a
spot in the General Election.
They are Tom Hrdlicka, who
is currently on the Wahoo
Board of Education but is
not running for re-election
to that position, Ken Stuch-
lik of Wahoo and Deborah L.
Wehling-Wilcox, also of Wa-
hoo.

A Democrat, Kyle Morgan,
has also filed as a candidate
for District 6. As the lone
Democrat, he advances to the
General Election.

Ballot filled for May primary

- See Election Page 3A

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com
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