
WAHOO – Once again
preparations are beginning
for the 2020 VFW Christmas
drive. Drive coordinators
Lorraine Syverson and Ja-
son and Michelle Libal are
anxiously awaiting the Dec.
19 delivery date. Delivery of
toys and food to those who
need a little helping hand
this holiday season will
again be made throughout
the county.

Donations for this year’s
drive have begun.

“With the current CO-
VID-19 pandemic and eco-
nomic crisis, we anticipate
that there will continue to
be a strong need within the
Wahoo and Saunders County
communities,” said Jason
Libal. “It is our goal to meet
this need and to provide oth-
ers with a great holiday sea-
son.”

The drive coordinators
said it continues to be an
honor to coordinate the
drive. They offer the remind-
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Working Together

From Staff Reports

WAHOO – Representatives
from the Wahoo Chamber
of Commerce, the Ashland
Area Chamber of Commerce,
the Saunders County Board
of Supervisors, Saunders
Medical Center and Three
Rivers Public Health De-
partment met last week to
discuss the rapidly evolving
state of the COVID-19 pan-
demic in the county.

“The pandemic is reach-
ing a new level here in Saun-
ders County,” said Theresa
Klein, executive director
for the Wahoo Chamber of
Commerce and the Greater
Wahoo Development Foun-
dation as the Zoom meeting
opened on Nov. 12.

Terra Uhing, executive di-
rector for Three Rivers Pub-
lic Health Department, said
there were 608 new cases of
COVID-19 reported for the
prior week in the depart-
ment’s three county jurisdic-
tion, which includes Saun-
ders, Dodge and Washington
counties. There were more
than 400 reported the week
before.

In Saunders County, 153
new cases were reported the
week before the meeting. The
rolling seven day average in

Local
officials
discuss
COVID
spike

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO — Once a robot
is up and running, the cre-
ator has only completed 25%
of the robot, Marv Wiese
said.

Wiese, who helped to es-
tablish Calvary Robotics
Club under Bishop Neu-
mann’s Calvary Activities
Youth Organization in 2016,
said the robot continues
to need debugging and im-
provements throughout the
robotics competition season.

While the club has always
been open to students from
Wahoo Public Schools, for
this 2020-2021 season Cal-
vary Robotics has officially
teamed up with Wahoo Pub-
lic Schools. This partnership
has contributed to the recent
growth in the club which
now has 33 members.

The club has also recent-
ly received a $10,000 dona-
tion from the Wahoo Pub-
lic Schools Foundation for
start-up funding. WPS rep-
resentatives Barb Shanahan
and Vick Ruzicka received
the donation.

“The foundation loves to
support things for kids that
are outside of school or addi-
tional types of resources for

learning,” Shanahan said. “I
just thought this was a great
thing and wanted to support
it.”

The club has eight teams;
seven of the teams are mid-
dle school teams. The one
remaining team is a high
school team. Each of these

teams has a mix of students
from WPS and Bishop Neu-
mann or St. Wenceslaus, and
they compete throughout
the season at different tour-
naments. They usually meet
two to four days a week,
about three hours at a time
and the teams are led by par-

ent volunteers.
Luke Sylliaasen, a sixth

grader at St. Wenceslaus,
chalks up the amount of
time club members spend
on their projects to working
and reworking their robots.
“I feel like there’s a lot of
mistakes that happen,” Syl-

liaasen said. “You just figure
it out as you go and just have
to just spend the time to fix
the robot.”

Sylliaasen has been in the
club since last year and is
looking forward to the mid-
dle school team’s next com-
petition in January.

“I like driving the robot,
that part’s really fun,” he
said. “And just like the spirit
of competition.”

VEX Robotics Competi-
tion Change Up is the com-
petition the club prepares
for in their practices. Usu-
ally, there are two robots,
one is deemed red and one
is blue, competing against
each other in a 12 foot by 12
foot square field with nine
goals.

The matches consist of a
15 second Autonomous Peri-
od where the robot has to act
on its own and a one minute
and 45 second Driver Con-
trolled Period.

The objective of the game
is to score a higher num-
ber of 32 balls in nine goals.
Teams can score points by
connecting a row of goals for
six points, scoring the most
points during Autonomous
Periods for six points and

Calvary Robotics Club partners with Wahoo Public
By Elsie Stormberg

elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

SAFETY GOGGLES: St. Wenceslaus Amelia Coughlin saws a piece of metal for her middle school team’s
robot during the robotics club practice on Nov. 8 in Wahoo. Coughlin is a sixth grader and this is her first
year in the club. She said she is excited to see the outcome of the robot.

- See Robotics Page 3

TEAM EFFORT: The high school robotics club team works on making improvements to their robots during practice on Nov. 8 in Wahoo. The high school team recently had a competi-
tion which they said they did not do very well in, but Bishop Neumann junior Dizzy DuMont said it was a “learning tournament.” DuMont has been on the team since the beginning.
(Staff Photos by Elsie Stormberg)

Need at
Christmas to
increase due
to pandemic

2020 VFW
Christmas Drive
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Icy Stare
Ice drips form along the edges of a statue at the Saunders County Veterans Memorial during an early

winter storm on Nov. 10 in Wahoo. Wahoo escaped damage from the ice storm, but not far away in Colon,
Cedar Bluffs and Fremont, there was a lot of damage from fallen limbs. Two crewmen from Wahoo Utilities
were sent out to help other utility companies with storm damage. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

WAHOO – Members of
the Wahoo School Board
met with administrators
on Monday night and COV-
ID-19 and renovation of the
HVAC system were the two
top discussion items.

High School Principal
Vernon Golladay addressed
the board about the high
school’s protocol for keep-
ing COVID-19 numbers in
check. Twenty students are
currently quarantined at
the high school out of the
340 that make up grades
nine-through-12. Not all 20
have tested positive accord-
ing to Golladay, but have
been exposed to someone
who has, and contact trac-
ing has forced them to quar-

antine.
Six members of the staff

are also currently quaran-
tining, according to Super-
intendent Brandon Laval-
ey.

“Again not all six have
tested positive, but believe
that they have come in con-
tact with someone who is
positive and are self-isolat-
ing,” said Lavaley.

Golladay talked about
the hard work put in by
the staff and students and
praised everyone’s effort to
make sure that students are
able to stay in school.

“A lot of good things are
happening. Everyone is
wearing masks. The kids
are tired of it, we are tired
of it, but everyone under-
stands that if we want to

School board hears
COVID-19 numbers

By Jason Unger
jason.unger@wahoonewspaper.com
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