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 WAHOO – The Wahoo Lions 
Club turned 100 years old this year.
 The public is invited to celebrate 
with the club during a special Busi-
ness After Hours event on Thurs-
day, Oct. 20 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the 
Wahoo State Bank Shed. A meal 
will be provided.
 The Wahoo Lions Club was char-
tered on May 5, 1922. At the time, 
it was the only service organiza-
tion in the community, said Kal 
Lausterer, the current group’s sec-
retary.
 Lions Club International was 
founded just five years earlier, in 
1917, World War I and rapid in-
dustrial growth had created social 
problems in the country, and a Chi-
cago insurance man sought to im-
prove conditions. 
 Melvin Jones wanted to inspire 
business clubs in the city to adopt 
an objective to serve others with-
out personal financial reward, 
which later became the mainstay 
of Lions Club International.
 The Chicago area business clubs 
merged with the already-estab-
lished Lions Club, which had chap-
ters in Indiana and California, to 
create Lions Club International.
 Lions Club held its first conven-
tion that same year in Dallas and 
agreed to locate the headquarters 
in Chicago. There were 800 mem-
bers.
 Today, there are nearly 1.4 mil-
lion members that belong to 48,000 
clubs in 200 countries. The club 
motto is “We serve” and the man-
date is “Kindness in action.”
 Early on, Lions Club was active 
in youth activities, public librar-
ies, water improvement and other 
projects.
 Although originally allowed as 
members, in 1917 the club adopted 
the rule that women were not al-
lowed to belong. It was not until 
1987 that the bylaws were changed 
and women were accepted as mem-
bers.

By Suzi Nelson
Wahoo Newspaper

 MEAD –The Nebraska Depart-
ment of Environment and Energy 
has given initial approval to a plan 
for disposing of an estimated 115 
million gallons of pesticide-contam-
inated wastewater being stored in 
holding ponds at AltEn.
 Developed and submitted by the 
AltEn Facility Response Group 
– six seed companies voluntarily 
cleaning up the site – the plan calls 
for applying treated wastewater 
across 736 acres of farm ground 
south of Mead.
 The process, which involves 

pumping water from AltEn’s dam-
aged lagoons through a water treat-
ment system and into a pair of new 
lagoons completed earlier this year, 
was granted a permit by the state’s 
environmental department earlier 
this year.
 Depending on precipitation, the 
efficacy of the treatment process 
and conditions of the soil on the 
seven parcels that will receive the 
wastewater, the environmental en-

gineers contracted by the response 
group estimate another 18 to 24 mil-
lion gallons could be land-applied 
this fall and next spring.
 While efforts to draw down the 
wastewater stored on site has been 
moving forward slowly for the bet-
ter part of this year, the question 
of how to dispose of an estimated 
99,000 tons of solid waste piled up 
on AltEn’s site remains open.
 Earlier this year, the wet dis-

tiller’s grains – a solid byproduct 
of ethanol production commonly 
referred to as wet cake – were en-
tombed under a Posi-Shell cover, 
a combination of clay, polyester fi-
bers and Portland cement.
 The AltEn Facility Response 
Group said the temporary cover 
was installed to keep odors under 
control, tamp down pesticide-con-
taminated dust and prevent storm-
water from coming into contact 

with the contaminated material.
 Last month, at a meeting with a 
small group of Mead residents, the 
facility response group said it was 
evaluating four potential solutions 
for disposing of the wet cake, with 
the goal of submitting a formal plan 
to the Department of Environment 
and Energy before the end of the 
year.
 Those options, according to a 
memo about the meeting posted to 
the Department of Environment 
and Energy’s website, include:
 - Hauling and burying the con-
taminated wet cake in a landfill.

 

Options to clean up solid waste at AltEn being explored

- See AltEn Page 3A

Many achievements 
have been recorded 
in the past century

- See Celebrate Page 3A

 LINCOLN – Cassie Brenner’s 
family made only one ask of funer-
al-goers in the Lincoln woman’s 
obituary.
 “Please help us celebrate her by 
wearing colors that represent her 
beautiful personality,” the family 
wrote.
 Nothing could be more fitting, 
said Mo Eisenhauer, a former 
roommate and yearslong friend of 
Brenner.
 Eisenhauer had known her since 
their freshman year together at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 
2016. She called Brenner her best 
friend.
 And she can’t remember a time 

when she wasn’t the best-dressed 
person in the room. Any room. 
 “The first thing I think of when 
I think of Cassie would be ‘eye-
catching,’” Eisenhauer said. “She 
always, always, always was best-
dressed.
 “Like, her makeup was always 
done and extravagant, and her hair 
was always done and extravagant. 
She was a fashionista. Part of her 
college degree was fashion.”
 It could almost be intimidat-
ing, Eisenhauer said.
 “But as soon as you talked to her, 
her smile went to her eyes,” she 
said. “She was always so warm and 
caring. And just super easy to talk 
to.”
 Brenner, 24, was among six Ne-
braskans – all in their 20s – killed 

in a single-car crash in east Lincoln 
amid the early-morning hours of 
Oct. 2. 
 In her obituary, her family de-
scribed her as “a shining light” who 
“always had a positive attitude.” 
 Eisenhauer uses different 
words – “captivating,” “caring,” 
“mothering” – to convey the same 
message.
 “She was the person that was 
laughing with everybody,” Eisen-
hauer said. “She had the one-liners. 
Or she would make one comment 
and the entire room would laugh.” 
 Born April 16, 1998, in Lincoln, 
Brenner was raised in Valparaiso 
and graduated from Raymond Cen-
tral High School in 2016 before mov-
ing to Lincoln.
 

 She graduated from UNL with a 
broadcasting production degree in 
2020, with minors in sociology, tex-
tiles, merchandising and fashion 
design.
 In addition to fashion, the 24-year-
old was passionate about photogra-
phy, animals and her friends and 
family –particularly her nieces and 
nephews, who she adored, her fam-
ily said.
 She loved to nap, Eisenhauer 
said. Brenner was fiercely loyal, 
she said. And she was the kind of 
friend who friends could rely on.
 “Everybody ... went to her for 
advice, went to her for things that 
you would go to your mom for,” she 
said. “Cassie was definitely a rock 
in a lot of people’s lives.”

Brenner was ‘always, always, always best-dressed’ say friends

FASHIONISTA: Cassie Brenner was 
among six Nebraskans killed in a single-
car crash in east Lincoln amid the early-
morning hours of Oct. 2

By Andrew Wegley
Lincoln Journal Star

A Feel for Agriculture
 Students in Katie Mayer’s fourth grade class at Mead Elementary School learn about agriculture first hand by seeing a cow close up during the Ag Literacy Festival on Oct. 
7. The four-day event organized by the Saunders County Extension Office and included instructors from other Extension offices in the area and the Nebraska Farm Bureau. 
Saunders County Extension Educator Cole Meador said about 700 kids from Saunders County schools and Omaha Public Schools, Ralston Public Schools and Millard Public 
Schools attended the event at the Saunders County Fairgrounds in Wahoo. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

By Chris Dunker
Lincoln Journal Star

“The (facility response group) is still collecting data about each of the  
options being evaluated for management of the wet cake and sludge.”   

~ Don Gunster, Partner and Senior Scientist at NewFields

 WAHOO – New trees have been 
added to Hackberry Park after the 
city’s Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment received a grant.
 The Ten Free Trees program, an 
effort of the Nebraska Forest Ser-
vice and the Nebraska Statewide 
Arboretum, provided the City of 
Wahoo Parks and Recreation De-
partment with 10 free trees for the 
Hackberry Park expansion project.
 The Hackberry Park expansion 
project was completed in the sum-

mer of 2022 and includes two new 
baseball/softball fields with a re-
stroom and concession building, 
additional parking, and new multi-
purpose fields for soccer and flag 
football. The trees were planted 
in key areas to eventually provide 
park users and spectators shade 
during the events and activities at 
the park.
 The tree program was created 
to revive the community forests 
in Nebraska, which have been hit 
hard by issues like extreme weath-
er, insects, disease and lack of di-

versity.
 Many communities face chal-
lenges from the emerald ash borer, 
an invasive beetle that was first dis-
covered in Nebraska in 2016. 
 Although the insect hasn’t of-
ficially been confirmed in Wahoo, 
it has been discovered in Ashland, 
Fremont, Lincoln, Omaha, Seward 
and Columbus.
 Diversity will help community 
forests become more resilient. The 
wide variety of quality species of 
trees provided to the City of Wahoo 
with help expand the tree popula-

tion in the community. 
 The grant also emphasizes tree-
related educational events and 
community celebrations that pro-
mote trees and fall planting. 
 In addition to simply planting 
more trees, the program goals in-
clude increasing appreciation and 
awareness of the value of commu-
nity forests in Nebraska. Special 
emphasis is placed on species di-
versity and higher impact projects, 
especially street tree planting and 

Hackberry Park Expansion includes tree planting
From Staff Reports

- See Trees Page 5A
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in youth activities, public librar-
ies, water improvement and other 
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 Although originally allowed as 
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 MEAD –The Nebraska Depart-
ment of Environment and Energy 
has given initial approval to a plan 
for disposing of an estimated 115 
million gallons of pesticide-contam-
inated wastewater being stored in 
holding ponds at AltEn.
 Developed and submitted by the 
AltEn Facility Response Group 
– six seed companies voluntarily 
cleaning up the site – the plan calls 
for applying treated wastewater 
across 736 acres of farm ground 
south of Mead.
 The process, which involves 

pumping water from AltEn’s dam-
aged lagoons through a water treat-
ment system and into a pair of new 
lagoons completed earlier this year, 
was granted a permit by the state’s 
environmental department earlier 
this year.
 Depending on precipitation, the 
efficacy of the treatment process 
and conditions of the soil on the 
seven parcels that will receive the 
wastewater, the environmental en-

gineers contracted by the response 
group estimate another 18 to 24 mil-
lion gallons could be land-applied 
this fall and next spring.
 While efforts to draw down the 
wastewater stored on site has been 
moving forward slowly for the bet-
ter part of this year, the question 
of how to dispose of an estimated 
99,000 tons of solid waste piled up 
on AltEn’s site remains open.
 Earlier this year, the wet dis-

tiller’s grains – a solid byproduct 
of ethanol production commonly 
referred to as wet cake – were en-
tombed under a Posi-Shell cover, 
a combination of clay, polyester fi-
bers and Portland cement.
 The AltEn Facility Response 
Group said the temporary cover 
was installed to keep odors under 
control, tamp down pesticide-con-
taminated dust and prevent storm-
water from coming into contact 

with the contaminated material.
 Last month, at a meeting with a 
small group of Mead residents, the 
facility response group said it was 
evaluating four potential solutions 
for disposing of the wet cake, with 
the goal of submitting a formal plan 
to the Department of Environment 
and Energy before the end of the 
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 Those options, according to a 
memo about the meeting posted to 
the Department of Environment 
and Energy’s website, include:
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Arboretum, provided the City of 
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partment with 10 free trees for the 
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additional parking, and new multi-
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in key areas to eventually provide 
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in Nebraska, which have been hit 
hard by issues like extreme weath-
er, insects, disease and lack of di-

versity.
 Many communities face chal-
lenges from the emerald ash borer, 
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it has been discovered in Ashland, 
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trees provided to the City of Wahoo 
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Hackberry Park Expansion includes tree planting
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STAFF REPORTS

WAHOO – The Dec. 17 delivery 
date for the 60th Annual VFW 
Christmas Drive is just under two 
weeks away. As monetary and toy 
donations continue to come in, 
drive coordinators Jason and Mi-
chelle Libal continue to see need 
throughout the county.

“We are having an increased 
number of phone calls and inqui-
ries regarding the need for assis-
tance,” Jason Libal said. “Once 
again this is a true sign that the 
need is going to be significant this 
year, due to the fact that there are 
still a large number of families that 
are still struggling. It is our goal to 
provide these families with the 
necessary items to have a great 

Christmas.”
Donations will be accepted 

through Dec. 13. After that date, 
the coordinators will be busy get-
ting the toy bags and food boxes 
ready for distribution to more than 
150 homes in the county. Those in 
need are asked to contact Jason 
and Michelle Libal directly at 402-
429-8933.

Deliveries of food and toy bas-
kets will be held on the afternoon 
of Saturday, Dec. 17. It is import-
ant the recipients are home on this 
day as baskets will not be left un-
attended and no deliveries will be 
made on Sunday, Dec. 18.

“We will be recruiting driv-
ers and helpers over the next two 
weeks,” Libal said.

As a reminder, the organization 
avoids involving youth to help with 
the deliveries.

“We just don’t want to put a 
young person in an awkward po-
sition,” Libal said.

Support continues to be strong 
for this annual campaign.

“We could not hold such a 
drive without the great help from 
the community,” he said. “The 
Christmas drive is always a great 
reminder of the outstanding com-
munity and county that we live in. 
Since Thanksgiving, the outpour-
ing of support has been terrific. 
It is obvious that once again the 
people of our community are will-
ing to serve others before them-
selves.”

Donations may be mailed or de-

livered to Jason and Michelle Libal, 
271 N. 31st St., Ashland, NE 68003 
or the Wahoo Newspaper Office at 
564 N. Broadway Street in Wahoo.

Donors may remain anonymous. 
A listing of donors is published 
weekly in the newspaper.

Recent donations as of Dec. 4
$50.00 The American Legion — 

Omaha
$50.00 Marlene McDonald
$50.00 In Memory of Chad Gus-

man
$50.00 Tom & Marilyn Noha
$50.00 Jacklyn Petersen
$75.00 Linda Jordan
$100.00 Eugene & Marie Maly
$100.00 Linda Iverson
$100.00 Doug & Kristine Lanik
$100.00 Veterans of Foreign 

Wars — Beaver Bartek Post 4502
$100.00 Knights of Columbus 

Wahoo Council No. 1833
$100.00 Marvin & Mary Hass

$180.00 Wahoo Krazy Quilters
$200.00 Ron & Julie Raver
$200.00 Czech Presbyterian La-

dies – Wahoo
$200.00 Richard & Barbara 

Shaw
$250.00 Mike & Denise Lawver
$300.00 Beaver Bartek Aux No. 

4502 — Wahoo
$300.00 Burton Knudsen
$500.00 St. John’s Lutheran 

Church Women — Yutan
$800.00 Curt & Vicki Bromm
$1,000.00 In Memory of Larry 

Stuchlik
$1,100.00 Wahoo Krazy Quilters
Toys & Books Grayson & Adalyn 

Gooding
Pillows Methodist Church — 

Wahoo
This Week’s Donations:
$5,955.00
Monetary Donations to Date:
$13,355

Strong support continues for holiday giving campaign

SUZI NELSON
Wahoo Newspaper 

PRAGUE – The annual Abby’s 
Angels Toy Drive has kicked off 
for 2022.

Abby’s Angels was started by 
family and friends in memory 
of Abby Kubik. Abby was di-
agnosed with osteosarcoma, a 
form of bone cancer at age 16. 
Abby spent her last Christmas in 
Children’s Hospital, along with 
many other children, waiting for 
Santa to find them in their hos-
pital rooms.

Abby enjoyed other children 
and even during her sickest 
times, she would be seen smil-
ing, according to her mother, 
Kim Kubik. Abby also had strong 
faith. She enjoyed family, friends, 
football and her biggest love was 
to dance.

Abby was a 16-year-old fresh-
man at East Butler High School 
who was active in dance, volley-
ball and basketball when she was 
diagnosed with high-grade, sur-
face osteosarcoma, an extremely 
rare form of bone cancer that 
affects only 1% of osteosarcoma 
patients. She was later diagnosed 
with leukemia as well. She died 
Jan. 23, 2013.

During Abby’s treatments, the 
people of Prague and surround-
ing communities were very sup-
portive, generous and kind, Kim 
said. Since then, Abby’s family 
has given back to children and 
families in many ways.

Abby’s Angels 
toy drive gives 
to patients 

SUZI NELSON
Wahoo Newspaper 

MEAD – The Nebraska De-
partment of Environment and 
Energy (NDEE) is holding a pub-
lic information session followed 
by two public hearings regarding 
the AltEn cleanup near Mead.

The public information ses-
sion begins at 5 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Dec. 14 at the Mead High 
School gym and will discuss the 
two issues that will be presented 
during the public hearings.

Following the information 

session, a public hearing will 
begin at 6 p.m. for the proposed 
wastewater Remedial Action 
Plan (RAP).

After the first public hearing, 
a second public hearing will take 
place, either at 7 p.m. or imme-
diately after the first public hear-
ing. The second public hearing 
will be in regard to an application 
by AltEn for an industrial storm 
water (ISW) permit.

In 2011, the NDEE issued mod-
ified permits to AltEn, LLC, the 
company that had just taken over 
the facility. In 2015, the plant 
opened and AltEn solicited seed 
corn from multiple companies 
across the country. The plant 
was producing 24 million gallons 
of ethanol per year.

The byproduct of the ethanol 
production is wet cake or dis-
tiller’s grain. AltEn was given 
permission by the Nebraska De-
partment of Agriculture to use 
the wet cake as a soil conditioner.

After receiving numerous 
complaints from the public, the 
state agriculture department 
prohibited AltEn from selling 
wet cake as a soil conditioner. 
The Nebraska Department of 
Environmental Quality (now the 
NDEE) ordered that the wet cake 
could not be applied to agricul-
tural land, and required that Al-
tEn dispose of the byproduct at 
a permitted solid waste disposal 
landfill.

Pair of AltEn hearings set

suZI NeLsON, WAHOO NEWSPAPER 

Public information 
session scheduled  
to take place first

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 

PUBLIC HEARING: This photo shows the floating pump platform located in the 
south-central lagoon at the AltEn facility near Mead. Two public hearings and 
an informational session will be held on Wednesday, Dec. 14 at Mead High 
School regarding the cleanup efforts.

TOY DRIVE: Harper and Ella 
German, nieces of Abby Kubik, 
pose with the toys that were 
gathered in 2021 by Abby’s Angels 
to donate to patients at Children’s 
Hospital in Omaha.

WahOO ceLebraTes chrIsTmas

Toys, food items will 
be delivered on Dec. 17

2022 VFW 
Christmas 
Drive

Pierce Hoadley of Wahoo sprints to the finish line with his fruitcake still firmly in place as the Grinch takes a 
breather in the background during Christmas in Wahooville festivities on Saturday, Dec. 3 in Wahoo. There 
are more photos of holiday happenings around the county inside the A section.
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