
WAHOO – As Wahoo-
native Amanda Benkusky
moved out of the little white
house with an “A” on the
door on west 10th street, she
found several boxes full of
old bibles, children’s books
and a lifetime of memories
hidden away in the home’s

attic. She also found out
what the “A” on the door
stood for.

The house once belonged

to sisters Helen and Elsie
Anderson who moved to
Malmo with their mother
Signe Magnuson Anderson
in 1912 after their father
and infant sibling Vernon
died, according to Saunders
County Historical Society
curator Erin Hauser.

Signe emigrated with her
two sisters and parents from
Sweden, landing in Center
Precinct in what is now Cass
County. She married J.G.
Anderson and gave birth to
Helen on June 23, 1906 and
Elsie on Dec. 29, 1907.

In 1921, the daughters
and mother moved to Wa-

hoo where Signe worked as
a housekeeper and Elsie and
Helen attended and graduat-
ed from Wahoo High School.
Both started taking classes
at Luther College in Wahoo.
Elsie took business classes
and Helen took education
classes. Helen completed
her bachelors and masters
degrees at the University of
Nebraska.

Elsie began her career
at the Saunders County
Courthouse in various po-
sitions and retired as the
District Court Clerk in 1979.

Inside
This

Week:
Warriors

post another
shutout

Serving the Saunders County, Nebraska
Area Since 1886

Vol. 140 No. 7 $2.00

Thursday, October 1, 2020

Death Notices
Church ........................ 5A
Classified Section
................. Market Weekly
Public Notices........ 6A-7A
Public Record ..............6B

Obituaries.................... 4A
Opinion........................7B
Society ........................ 5A
Sports.................... 1B-5B
Weather....................... 8A

Index

• Inside this issue
100th birthday
celebration

Page 4A

• Donna G. Burnley, 81, Wahoo

• Lawrence “Larry” J. Mach, 71, Weston

• Margaret “Marty” A. Mach, 66, Weston

What’s Inside

www.wahoonewspaper.com

Homecoming Weekend
It was homecoming weekend for multiple area schools last

weekend. Above, the Bishop Neumann homecoming royalty pa-
raded through downtown Wahoo on convertibles before the pep
rally at the corner of 5th and Linden streets. The downtown pep
rally tradition has been a part of the Bishop Neumann homecoming
festivities for many years. Unfortunately, the students could not
partake in another part of the traditional homecoming celebration.
The Friday night football game against Wilbur-Clatonia was called
off because the opponent could not field at team due to COVID-19.
The coronation was held on Saturday at the football field. Patrick
Kenney was crowned king and Alaina Furasek was named queen.
Runners up were Boston Pentico and Ryann Unger.

in contrast, the Yutan homecoming game was played Friday
night without complications, with the Chieftains coming out on top
40-10 over Lincoln Lutheran. After the game, the coronation was
held. At right, 2019 Homecoming king Colby Tichota crowns this
year’s queen, Austin Spudy, as the 2020 king, Elijah Hampton,
looks on. The school administration opted not to hold a homecom-
ing dance due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead, the kids were
treated to carnival games on the football field after the coronation.
At Bishop Neumann there was also no dance. Instead, the kids
enjoyed food trucks and games on the football field Saturday night.
(Staff Photos by Jason Unger and Suzi Nelson)

- See Sisters Page 3A

Looking for Family

Relatives of Anderson sisters sought

So MAny BookS, So LittLe tiMe: Amanda Benkusky goes through the belongings of Elsie and Helen Anderson at the Benkusky home on
Monday. Benkusky found the box when she was moving out of the Anderson sisters former home in 2008. The boxes were full of bibles, children
books and a lifetime of memories. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

Benkusky hoping
to return items
found in home

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO – The Saun-
ders County community is
mourning the loss of a couple
known for their community
spirit and volunteerism.

Saunders County Supervi-
sor Larry Mach and his wife,
Margaret “Marty,” were
killed in an accident last Fri-
day evening.

The couple was involved
in a two-car collision at the
intersection of Highway 92
and Highway 109, just north
of Wahoo that took place
at approximately 7:29 p.m.
The preliminary accident
investigation by the Wahoo
Police Department reports
that Mach was driving a 2010
Chevrolet Impala heading
south on Highway 109, with
his wife as a passenger. As
they crossed Highway 92,
they were struck broadside
by an eastbound 2003 Chev-
rolet 2500 pickup driven by
Tristan Goracke, age 19, of
Fremont.

Larry and Marty Mach
were pronounced dead at the
scene. Goracke was trans-
ported to Saunders Medical
Center for non-life-threaten-
ing injuries. Seatbelts were
being used in both vehicles,
the police department re-
ported.

The Saunders County
Sheriff’s Office issued a pub-
lic statement about the ac-
cident on Saturday, but by
then most of the county had
already heard the horrible
news.

Larry and Marty Mach
were well-known in the
county. Marty Mach was
known for her work as a cer-
tified nursing assistant at

several local long-term care
facilities, including South
Haven and Saunders Care
Center in Wahoo. She was
well-known for her popular
kolaches and entertaining
family and friends. She also
enjoyed yodeling.

The couple was actively
involved in their church,
the Sts. Cyril and Methodius
Catholic Church in Plasi, a
small unincorporated area
near Prague that was close to
their rural home. Marty was
a member of the church’s Ro-
sary Society and Larry was a
member of the Knights of Co-
lumbus.

Mach was a proud Navy
veteran. He was assigned lot-
tery No. 2 when the draft was
enacted in 1969 during the
Vietnam War.

In a video interview done
by Northeast Nebraska Tele-
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County loses
couple known
for their love
of community

WAHOO – After spending
time debating whether the
actions of a yet another dog
merited a designation of po-
tentially dangerous, the Wa-
hoo City Council is contem-
plating changing its policy to
keep the issue off of the city
meeting agenda.

At the council’s meet-
ing last Thursday, they dis-
cussed an incident involv-
ing a Great Dane owned by
Jim and Tammy Nelson. On
Sept. 8, the dog got loose from
the Nelson home through a
partially open door. The dog

went into a neighbor’s yard
and onto the front porch
of the home, attacking the
neighbor’s dog that was lay-
ing there on a tether. The
neighbor’s dog sustained an
injury to its left ear before
Jim Nelson and the other
dog’s owner could separate
the animals.

The Nelsons explained the
incident to the council, stat-
ing that their dog had been
stressed because of raccoons
in the neighborhood and the
fact that they just lost their
other dog. They also admit-
ted that the door to their

Possible mask mandate
discussed by city council

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

SUPeRViSoR: Saunders County
Supervisor Larry Mach and his
wife, Marty, were killed in a car
accident on Friday night north of
Wahoo.

- See Council Page 3

WAHOO – The Wahoo
Newspaper will host a virtu-
al candidate forum for three
local races, including the
District 23 Legislative seat,
the Saunders County Board
of Supervisors District 6 seat
and the Wahoo School Board
race. The event will be held
on Tuesday, Oct. 6 at 7 p.m.

The two candidates for the
District 23 Legislative seat
are incumbent Bruce Bostle-
man of Brainard and chal-
lenger Helen Raikes of Ash-
land.

In the District 6 Supervi-
sors race, Tom Hrdlicka and

Kyle Morgan are on the bal-
lot. The current supervisor,
Ed Rastovski, opted not to
run for re-election.

In the Wahoo Public
Schools Board of Education
race, there are five candi-
dates for three vacancies on
the board. The candidates
are Michael Hancock, Alex
R. Shada, Andrew Rehmann,
Renae Feilmeier and Roger
Harders.

Details about how to ac-
cess the online forum will
be provided on the Wahoo
Newspaper’s Facebook page
and website (www.wahoo-
newspaper.com) prior to the
event.

Virtual candidate forum
will be held on Oct. 6

From Staff Reports
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