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Extension webinar to cover tax law changes for farm and ranch
LINCOLN — Nebraska Extension will present a webinar on tax law changes pertinent to

agriculture over the last year on Thursday at noon.
As farmers and ranchers prepare to file 2020 taxes, updates to tax law are important to be

aware of. The webinar will provide a summary of these changes, including many new consid-
erations under the CARES act, and discuss how they impact tax returns for the year.

It will be presented by Tina Barrett, director of Nebraska Farm Business, Inc., which pro-
vides financial analysis, business planning and tax services to over 400 farm and ranch busi-
nesses across the state.

Registration is free at farm.unl.edu/webinars.

WAVERLY – The best ad-
vice Mike Werner received
during his tenure as mayor
came about 15 days after the
2008 election from his pre-
decessor former Waverly
Mayor Ron Melbye. Melbye
told Werner three things: be
patient, be yourself and have
fun.

Which is what Werner has
tried to do the past 12 years
as mayor of the City of Wa-
verly.

“I had to really think
about when I became mayor
that I’m not Ron Melbye, I’m
Mike,” Werner said.

On Tuesday, 61-year-old
Werner relinquished his
role as mayor, passing it
down to the recently-elected
Bill Gerdes, who was sworn
in during the Waverly City
Council meeting on Tuesday.

Werner made The Waver-
ly News aware of his deci-
sion to not run for re-election
in December of 2019. He also
informed the newspaper of
council member Chad Neu-
halfen’s decision not to run
at that time.

Neuhalfen was appointed
to the council a year before
Werner was elected in 2008.

If Werner had decided to run
again, Neuhalfen said he
would have been more likely
to run another term himself
because of how much he en-
joyed working with Werner.

“He’s a fantastic guy,”
Neuhalfen said. “I just ad-
mired his passion for the city
and seeing that projects get
completed.”

When Werner ran for
mayor in 2008, developing
a structured and healthy
growth and dealing with the
six lawsuits against the city
were two very prominent is-
sues in Waverly. By the time

his first term was completed,
all six of those lawsuits had
been resolved.

As for the city’s growth,
Werner and his opponent
John Hestermann were both
gunning for a more intelli-
gent way for Waverly to ex-
pand.

“We wanted more planned
organized growth and
growth that the communi-
ty would support,” Werner
said.

In his years as mayor, the
accomplishment he is most

Werner reflects on years as mayor
By Elsie Stormberg

elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

GWAFF raises
over $8,400 for
Aquatic Center

WAVERLY – On Dec. 1,
also known as Giving Tues-
day, the Greater Waverly
Area Foundation Fund
raised $8,405 for the future
Aquatic Center to be built in
Wayne Park.

Last year on Giving Tues-
day, GWAFF was able to
raise $22,815, which was
what GWAFF was hoping to
beat this year. While GWAFF
did not meet their goal, Pres-
ident Abbey Pascoe said they
are grateful for the estimated
30 donations they received in
the 24-hour period.

“We are very thankful for
all the generosity and all
the donations, no matter the
size,” Pascoe said.

GWAFF began fundrais-

ing for the Aquatic Center
in August 2019, with the
goal of raising $1 million by
August of 2020. COVID-19
delayed much of their ef-
forts, GWAFF was still able
to raise $700,000. Pasco said
GWAFF hopes to begin
hosting events again in the
spring, COVID-pending.

Pascoe said they did not
receive any matches for do-
nations, but they were sur-
prised with a $3,000 check
from an anonymous donor.
However, for her, whether
it’s $10 or $3,000, the dona-
tion is still something for the
community.

“It doesn’t matter the
size,” Pascoe said. “It mat-
ters that they support the
Aquatic Center, and are able
to give something.”

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

Eagle Vision to host Christmas event with parade, lights contest

EAGLE – The Grinch, also
known as COVID-19, will not be
stealing Eagle’s Christmas if Eagle
Vision has anything to do with it.

In the past, Eagle Vision, an or-
ganization that is meant to bring
the community together, has host-
ed a breakfast with Santa for all
of Eagle’s children, but because of
COVID-19, they are unable to have
a gathering similar to that, Eagle
Vision Board Member Tracy Masek
said.

This year, Eagle Vision will host
a Santa Claus Parade on Dec. 12,
Light up Eagle, a lights competi-
tion, and a Santa mailbox in front
of the Eagle State Bank.

“We are just trying to bring joy
and happiness into town,” Masek
said.

While Eagle Vision did do the
lights competition last year, the
Santa Claus Parade and Santa mail-
box are both new additions to the
Eagle holiday traditions. The pa-
rade will begin Dec. 12 at 2 p.m. and
will include the Eagle Fire Depart-
ment and Santa.

After the parade, there will also
be a “reverse” parade at the park
in Eagle where attendees can drive
by in their cars and take photos
with Santa in his sleigh. Miss Eagle
and Little Miss Eagle will both be
crowned at the park as well.

Along with seeing Santa at both
the parade and the park, children of
Eagle can mail letters to Santa with
their gift list at the Santa mailbox.
Eagle Vision has provided letter
templates on their Facebook page.

Letters are due in the mailbox by
Dec. 18 and Masek said letter-writ-
ers may even receive a surprise in

the mail.
“There could possibly be a

chance that Santa could respond
back,” Masek said.

Masek said anyone in Eagle and
Eagle Lake who has lights up will
automatically be included in the
competition. Judging will begin af-
ter Dec. 16, and the winner will re-
ceive a $50 gift card.

Masek said the importance of the
events stem from how unfortunate
the year has been. Ultimately, she
and Eagle Vision hope to end the
year on a most positive note with
these events.

“(We want) 2020 to just end it
with positiveness, joy, happiness,”
Masek said. “It just seems like peo-
ple were unhappy all the time. We
just want to still find a way, espe-
cially for the kids, to have Santa be
around.”

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

LETTERS FOR SANTA: This festively decorated special post office box in front of
Eagle State Bank is part of the community Christmas celebration slated for Saturday
in Eagle.

12 YEARS: Former Waverly Mayor Mike Werner poses for a portrait
at Wayne Park on Thursday in Waverly. After twelve years as mayor,
Werner announced he would not be running for another term in Decem-
ber 2019. On Tuesday, he passed the baton on to former city council
member Bill Gerdes. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

Recently-elected Bill Gerdes sworn into office Tuesday

Freshly Cut
Adam Smith (above) of Bryn

Arddun Tree Farm drags his
family’s newly-cut tree on Sun-
day at the farm in Davey. Adam
Smith’s father Burt Smith said
they have owned the Davey farm
since 2001. Smith said the family
plants 600 new trees each year,
but that only about half of those
trees make it to be cut down and
purchased by families.

(Right) Adam Smith nets the
tree to make it easier to trans-
port. Buyers will cut the netting
off the tree once it is placed in
their house. (Staff Photos by Elsie
Stormberg)

See Mayor on Page 3

GREENWOOD –
Jasmine Greve had
her first day of work
as the new Green-
wood village clerk
on Nov. 30. While she
hasn’t been on very
long, she already sees
the variety in the po-
sition as a positive.

“I like how you’re
never doing the same
thing,” Greve said.
“I’ve noticed that it’s
always something dif-
ferent. I mean it’s al-
ways a challenge and
it’s not just the same repeti-

tive thing. You’re never go-
ing to be bored.”

Greve, who is originally
from Council Bluffs,
first moved to the
area almost six years
ago because her hus-
band Brent lived in
Waverly previously.
After living in Wa-
verly for about three
years, Greve, her
husband and her now
eight-year-old daugh-
ter Lily moved to an
acreage outside of
Greenwood.

Prior to holding
this position, Greve

Greenwood’s new
village clerk starts

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

Jasmine
Greve

See Clerk on Page 3


