
LINCOLN – Carey Hof-
meister and her family soon
will be re-creating their
Camp at Home, Nebraska,
adventure during a free
three-night camping stay at
a Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission state park or
recreation area.

The family was randomly
selected from more than 360
participants in the social
media challenge issued by
the Commission during the
height of the coronavirus
closures across the state.
Outdoor-lovers were encour-
aged to look to their own
home or backyard as the ul-
timate outdoor getaway.

Creativity was not an is-
sue. Game and Parks fans
submitted dozens of pho-
tos of tents pitched in their
backyards, basements or
living rooms; recreation ve-
hicle “getaways” on the front
driveway; firepit-roasted
and microwaved s’mores;
tinfoil dinners cooked on the
grill; and yard games galore.

Hofmeister and her chil-

dren set up camp in early
May and submitted their
photos to the Game and
Parks Instagram.

“When hot days lead to
cool nights, it’s the perfect
camping weather,” the Ash-
land woman wrote. “The
girls set the tents up in the
backyard. If the tent bed gets
too lumpy, there’s a cozy one
inside not too far away. Per-
fect scenario for Mom since I
got talked into sleeping with
a little fella.”

“This is the stuff they’ll
remember when they grow
up,” she continued. “Not so
much the toys, but the ex-
periences. It will totally be
worth all the clean-up. I’ll try
and remember that tomor-
row.”

Making memories while
bringing a familiar outdoor
tradition closer to home was
the goal.

“We’re grateful to each
and every participant in the
challenge,” said Jim Swen-
son, parks division adminis-
trator. “It’s been wonderful

to see so many happy fami-
lies and faces enjoying the
outdoors and sharing joy and
strengthening their family
bonds. Congratulations to all
who accepted the challenge
and facilitated the next gen-
eration of outdoor adventur-
ers.”

With camping opportu-
nities available again at 76
parks or recreation areas
across the state, everyone
can find the perfect spot to
suit their adventurous spir-
it. Find yours at OutdoorNe-
braska.org.

ASHLAND – There will
still be fireworks in Ashland
on the Fourth of July, despite
the COVID-19 pandemic. But
the traditional activities that
accompany the show have
fallen victim to the virus.

The Ashland Area Cham-

ber of Commerce announced
on June 10 that they will
hold a fireworks show only
on July 4, but not the games,
music and costume contests
that usually go along with
the show held at Memorial
Stadium in Ashland.

The location will also be
different. The fireworks will
be launched from the Sil-

ver Street bridge over Salt
Creek, starting at dark, said
Chamber President Bradley
Pfeiffer.

“We’re hoping more peo-
ple will be able to see the fire-
works from there,” he said.

Silver Street will be closed
from Ninth to 13th streets
all the day in preparation
for the show, and during the

show. Pfeiffer suggests park-
ing in the lot at Jack Ander-
son Ball Park or in the down-
town area to watch the show.

People are encouraged to
stay in their cars to practice
social distancing. Pfeiffer
said he is working to get
music broadcast over an FM
radio channel so everyone
can enjoy the patriotic music
that normally accompanies
the show.

The threat of spreading the

coronavirus, which causes
COVID-19, forced the cancel-
lation of the games, which
have been organized by the
Ashland Rescue Department
for the past few years.

The pandemic has also
forced the Chamber to can-
cel another popular event in
Ashland. Pfeiffer announced
that the Silver Street Flea
Market, which was sched-
uled to be held Sept. 12, will
not take place because of

limitations on crowd size at
outdoor events.

“We’re trying to maintain
the guidelines,” said Pfeiffer.

Since the flea market was
started in 2015, the crowds
have grown each year, with
an estimated 3,000 people de-
scending on downtown Ash-
land last year to purchase
antiques, vintage items,
handmade crafts, baked
goods and rummage sale
goods from 80 vendors.
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News Brief

ASHLAND – The Ashland VFW Aux-
iliary 9776 was able to finally get the
Americanism pictures colored by the first,
second and third grades at the Ashland-
Greenwood Elementary School so they
could be distributed to the stores on Sil-
ver Street and at Farmers and Merchants
Bank.

The pictures are usually displayed in
May but with the COVID-19 pandemic that
was not possible. The pictures will be up
until after July 4. The auxiliary encourag-
es everyone to walk around town and see
them because the students worked very
hard on the pictures.

Americanism pictures on display
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Activities are also cancelled by the COVID-19 pandemic
Chamber fireworks show still on for July 4

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

ASHLAND – A water
source study done by the
City of Ashland reveals that
the area contains adequate
water for the community’s
future needs.

A representative from
JEO Consulting Group told
the Ashland City Council at
its meeting last Thursday
that Ashland is in a “good
situation” regarding the
amount of water available.

“You guys are lucky,
there’s a lot (of water) here,”
said JEO’s Mitch Klein.

The study outlines what
the city should do when the
population grows enough to
need more water than is cur-
rently being supplied or a
major business development
needing large amounts of wa-
ter is proposed.

The first of the study’s
three phases is adding a new
well, which wouldn’t need to
be implemented until 2030,
Klein said. The well would
be placed at 29th and Boyd
streets, where a test well was
drilled when the city was as-
sessing locations for its last
new well a few years ago.

The second phase would
include planning a well field
north of Ashland and drill-
ing a test well at the site.

“There looks to be ade-
quate capacity for a lot more
water just north of town,”
Klein said.

Phase 3 would install the
first large well in the well
field and continue to expand
the well field as the city’s
needs grow.

Klein said the study
should be put “on a shelf”
now and “dusted off” when
needed.

City Administrator Jes-

Water
study
reveals
good
news
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Practice burn

Fire power
The Ashland Volunteer Fire Department conducted a controlled burn at a house at 204 S. 23rd St. in Ashland on Sunday morning to provide an opportunity for new members

to obtain valuable training and for veterans to brush up their firefighting skills. Above, after training inside the house, the fire is started and watched carefully by the firefighters.
Below left, Alex Smith (from left) and Logan Smith practice hose skills. Below right, the power of fire is evident from a closeup of fire ravaging the old house. The owners gave the
department permission to burn the house down for practice. (Staff Photos by Suzi Nelson)

Ashland family wins Camp at Home contest

ASHLAND – As of June
15, all blood, platelet and
plasma donations are being
tested for COVID-19 antibod-
ies at American Red Cross
blood drives as an effort to
help during the COVID-19
pandemic by offering this
service at blood drives. The
next blood drive in Ashland
is scheduled for Wednesday,
July 1 at the VFW Hall in
Ashland from 11:30 a.m. to
5:30 p.m.

The COVID-19 antibody
test used by the Red Cross
is authorized by the U.S.
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and may indicate if
the donor’s immune system
has produced antibodies to
the coronavirus, regardless
of whether they developed
symptoms.

The Red Cross is not test-
ing to diagnose an illness, re-

ferred to as a diagnostic test.
Individuals who believe they
may be ill with COVID-19
should not present to donate
until they are symptom free
for 28 days.

The blood donation pro-
cess will not change — do-
nations will be tested using
samples obtained at the time
of donation. There will be no
charge to donors.

Due to the anticipated
high demand, appointments
are highly encouraged. Do-
nors can expect to receive
the results of their antibody
test within seven to 10 days
of their donation through the
Blood Donor App or donor
portal at RedCrossBlood.org.

Donors need to have a suc-
cessful donation to receive
the COVID-19 antibody test
results. Per standard dona-
tion procedure, only success-
ful donations are sent to the
laboratory for testing.

CAMPOUT WINNERS: The Hofmeister family of Ashland submitted
photos of their campout to Nebraska Game and Parks and won a free
three-night stay at a state park or recreation area.

Red Cross begins testing
for COVID-19 antibodies
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