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Nominations being sought
Cass County Extension wants to recog-

nize valuable 4-H leaders and volunteers.
Adult volunteers may be nominated by
other adults or youth and may nominate
themselves.

Please bring all nomination forms to the
Extension Office by Sept. 15. The county
level award winners will be selected by
the 4-H Council. Outstanding leaders and
volunteers will be honored at the 4-H
Achievement Program on Nov. 3.

In
si

d
e

Fall Sports
Preview
Special
Section

Inside
This

Week:

Pick this year’s
winning teams

Page 7

2019 Football Contest

WAVERLY – A Waverly
man was arrested Aug. 27,
on felony charges following a
morning welfare check at his
residence.

Lancaster County Sher-
iff’s Department Capt. Tom
Brookhauser said John K.
Gall, 41, was arrested by dep-
uties after a brief struggle
involving a minor. The inci-
dent also left a deputy with
an injured knee.

Brookhauser said that dep-
uties were called to perform

a welfare check by a family
member of Gall’s after they
received distressing texts
from him.

After making contact with
Gall at his residence at 14251
Paris Street, the deputies
tried to put him in emer-
gency protective custody.
Brookhauser said that Gall
resisted attempts to take him
into custody.

According to Brookhaus-
er, Gall jumped on his young
son and was screaming that
he did not want to go with the
deputies.

In the process of subduing

Gall, Brookhauser said that a
deputy injured his knee. The
deputy was checked at a hos-
pital and released.

Gall faces several charges,
including felony child abuse,
resisting arrest and posses-
sion of a controlled substance
with intent to deliver.

The possession with intent
to deliver charge came after a
search of the residence found
more than 1.5 ounces of nar-
cotics.

According to the Lancast-
er County Court database,
Gall has a Sept. 17 court date.

CERESCO – Liz and Ron
Costello walked along the
apples at Martin’s Hillside
Orchard near Ceresco on Sat-
urday.

They picked apples as they
waited to meet their grand-
children.

Danielle and Lilianna Bar-
bosa picked raspberries.

“It’s a great day to take ad-
vantage of the start of fall and
pick some fresh fruit,” Dani-
elle Barbosa said.

Martin’s Hillside Orchard,
located at 2024 Ashland Road,
opened to the public for fruit
harvest on Saturday.

Owners Alex and Barbara
Martin have plenty to offer
again this year.

The orchard reports it is
a good year for apples this
year, calling them “big and
beautiful.”

Akex Martin said that each
variety of apples and peaches
will ripen at a different rate.

In order to help potential
pickers, the orchard keeps
a timeline of ready dates for
the various varietals on their
website.

The picking on Labor Day
weekend stared with a favor-
ite of many pickers, Honey-
crisp apples.

In addition to the apples
and raspberries, peaches
were ready too. But, the
peaches went fast on Sat-
urday and were sold out by
day’s end. More peaches are
expected to be ready to pick
by this weekend.

It has been almost two
decades since the Martins
opened their orchard. What

started out in 1983 as an act of
love for growing things has
grown and blossomed into
more than just a place you
pick your own fruit.

In 1983, the Martins plant-
ed their first apple trees. Alex
Martin, an agronomist at the
University of Nebraska-Lin-
coln at the time, shared a pas-
sion with his wife for plants.

Some of those original
trees from 1983 are still on the
property. Some have been re-
placed as new varieties have
emerged.

Before Martin’s Hillside
Orchard was a place for fami-

lies to spend a day enjoying
fall weather, it was a five
acre orchard that the Mar-
tins tended and sold their
apples wholesale at farmer’s
markets.

“And then some teachers
from Lincoln said, ‘Hey, why
don’t you let us bring our
kids out for tours?’” Barbara
Martin said.

She has a master’s degree
in education herself and hap-
pily agreed.

From there the concept
“grew and grew.”

Now the Martins have

not only around 20 varieties
of apples on their orchard,
but raspberries, peaches
and pumpkins. Not to men-
tion two play areas, a corn
maze and the Apple Barn for
snacks and treats.

Variety availability is
on the orchard’s website,
www,hillside-orchard.com.
You can also stay up to date
with the weekly newsletter
they publish weekly during
the fall season.

The orchard will be open
to the public until the end of
October.

Out With the Old
The footings for the old fence sit in the corner of the cemetery as the new fence goes up. Once the cem-

etery fencing is completed the city will replace the fencing around the Waverly water tower. (Staff Photo by
Allan Christensen)

Apple crop looks to be ‘big, beautiful’

Arrest follows welfare check
By Allan Christensen

allan.christensen@newswaverly.com

PRAIRIE HOME – As sum-
mer ends, area wineries are
into the harvest season.

The Deer Springs Winery,
located just south of Prairie
Home on Adams Street, is
busy with the harvest and
pressing of grapes for its lo-
cal wines.

On a recent Saturday
morning, owners Jon and
Jennifer Reeder were up ear-
ly with their son-in-law, Jor-
dan Goodrich, beginning to
press a shipment of Prairie
Star grapes.

The grapes come from
Homestead Prairie Vine-
yards in Crete.

Seven tons of grapes were
brought in by truck to be
pressed by the three-person
team. The pressing is just an-
other step in the sometimes
years long process in making

white wine.
At James Arthur Vine-

yards near Raymond, Own-
er Jim Ballard said that his
crew has been out the past
several weeks gathering
their own harvest.

Starting Aug. 16, the vine-
yard picked about 40 tons of
grapes for its popular edel-
weiss. It took about 40 to 50
people four days to pick the
grapes for James Arthur
Vineyards’ best seller, Bal-
lard said.

At Deer Springs, the wine
process usually starts with
the white varietal of grapes
because they often mature
faster. Jennifer Reeder said
that the reds have been even
slower maturing this year,
due to the chronic lack of
sunshine this summer.

Ballard said that the sea-
son’s dreary weather had de-

Area wineries begin this year’s harvest

FRUITS OF LABOR: Chloe Cahill dumps a tub of gathered LaCrosse grapes into a bin at Deer Springs’ vineyard Aug. 25. Cahill was one of around
20 volunteers who helped the winery bring in its crop of white grapes. (Staff photos by Allan Christensen)

By Allan Christensen
allan.christensen@newswaverly.com

CUTTING VINES: Kaitlyn Cassidy cuts of a bunch of LaCrosse grapes at
Deer Springs’ vineyard Aug. 25. Cassidy was one of around 20 volun-
teers who helped the winery bring in its crop of white grapes.

THAT’S A KEEPER: Ron Costello hands his wife, Liz, an apple as the two walked lines of trees at Martin’s
Hillside Orchard near Ceresco Saturday afternoon (Staff Photo by Allan Christensen)

By Allan Christensen
allan.christensen@newswaverly.com

WAVERLY – The Waver-
ly City Council rejected last
week a bid for a zone change
and started the process to ap-
prove water and sewer rate
changes,

The council held a public
hearing Aug. 27 about chang-
ing the zoning district on two
lots in the Pierces Addition.
The lots are currently zoned
for single-family residence
but the owner of the lots,
John Sharp of Waverly, had
sought to change the zoning
to urban-family residence to

facilitate townhomes or oth-
er multi-family dwellings.

Sharp said that he has had
offers for the plots but would
like to see new houses built
there in the neighborhood in
which he grew up.

A number of residents of
the neighborhood spoke out
in opposition to the zone
change. Darrell Sayer, An-

Waverly Council votes
down zoning change

Water rate change
proposal moves on

By Allan Christensen
allan.christensen@newswaverly.com

WAVERLY – The Waver-
ly Community Library has
rolled out new software to
make it even easier for pa-
trons to check out books and
for the library to keep track
of them.

Bruce Sedivy, a volunteer
at the library and member
of the library’s board, said
the move to Biblionix from
Readerware took about a
year but it has made things
a lot easier.

Sedivy said that as the li-
brary’s largely volunteer
staff gets more and more
familiar with the software,
the process of checking out

books will get even smooth-
er.

According to Sedivy, the
new system does a much bet-
ter job of keeping stats and
developing data on what
books are checked out.

The new software will al-
low the library to put a bet-
ter list of books it currently
has in its possession online
thus making it easier for pa-
trons to borrow those books.

The library has a wide
array of materials. Not just
books, the library has DVDs
and even VHS tapes.

The library relies on the
community to keep its doors
open as it is completely inde-

Library gets new system,
prepares for fundraiser

See Harvest on Page 3

See Council on Page 3

See Library on Page 3

By Allan Christensen
allan.christensen@newswaverly.com


