
WAHOO – Excitement is in the
air as plans for a full Saunders
County Fair this summer continue,
starting with the announcement of
the fair concert.

Diamond Rio will headline the
concert with special guest opener
Chancey Williams on July 31.

This is the fourth year a major
concert will be part of the fair line-
up. The Saunders County Fair will
be held July 22 to Aug. 1.

Last year’s concert featured
classic rock band 38 Special as the
headliner and was well attended.

Early tickets went on sale April

9 and will be available
until April 30 at a cost of
$24. On May 1, the cost
goes up $5. On the day
of the concert, the price
will be $39. For an ad-
ditional $10, concert go-
ers can enter the facility
early at 6 p.m. The regu-
lar concert admittance
time is 7 p.m.

Diamond Rio has been a part of
the country music scene for over 30
years. They are currently touring
the U.S. and Canada.

The band’s lineup has been the
same since 1989 and includes lead
singer Marty Roe, guitarist Jimmy

Olander, drummer Brian Prout,
keyboardist Dan Truman, bassist/
harmony Dana Williams and man-
dolin/harmony Gene Johnson. The
band formed in 1984. After sign-
ing with a major record label, the
band’s debut single, “Meet in the
Middle,” shot to No. 1 on the Bill-
board Hot Country Songs chart in

1991. The Gram-
my Award-win-
ning band has
had over 30 sin-
gles reach the
charts and was
named Top Vo-
cal Group and
Vocal Group of
the Year by the

Academy of Country Music’s nu-
merous times.

Chancey Williams is a former
rodeo saddle bronc rider who be-
came a neo-traditional country mu-
sic artist. He both competed and
performed at the Cheyenne Fron-
tier Days Rodeo, the only person

to do so other than Chris LeDoux.
He grew up in Wyoming and rode
saddle broncs in high school, col-
lege and professionally. Williams’
new album, “Third Street,” debuted
at No. 5 on the iTunes Country Al-
bums chart last year.

Concert-goers should allow for
the following rules: the clear bag
policy will be enforced and all bags
will be searched upon entrance to
the facility, lawn chairs will be al-
lowed in certain areas, food ven-
dors will be onsite, no reentry is
allowed once tickets have been
scanned and beer stands will take
cash only. There will be an ATM on
site.

MEAD – They’ve been given the
runaround and ignored.

They’ve been isolated in a situa-
tion they have no control over.

They’ve been loud, really loud,
but no one has listened to the com-
plaints. Complaints about an “in-
describable” stench, burning eyes,
pets suddenly getting violently sick,
entire bee colonies dying and color

and smell of tap water.
Until now.
The people of Mead are getting

that moment in the sun. Between
the University of Nebraska Medical
Center environment, wildlife and
health effects study and the first-of-
its-kind ethanol production legisla-
tion, solutions are coming – but is it
too late?

In one week, two separate town
hall meetings were held with the
intention of spreading informa-

tion and figuring out solutions for
the AltEn ethanol plant situation.
What’s been consistent since The
Guardian article released in Janu-
ary is that AltEn isn’t just any etha-
nol plant.

It was one of only two plants in
the United States to use treated seed
corn ridden with fungicides and
pesticides, ultimately creating se-
verely poisonous byproducts such
as wastewater and wet cake, also
known as distiller’s grain. Poten-

tially millions of pounds of distill-
er’s grains and millions of gallons
wastewater were being inadequate-
ly stored on AltEn’s property.

The most recent meeting oc-
curred on Monday evening at Evan-
gelical Covenant Church in Mead.
Moderator and former Nebraska
State Sen. Al Davis acted as modera-
tor guiding the event.

The meeting was sponsored by
several different organizations in-
cluding Bold Nebraska, Nebraska

Sierra Club and concerned citizens
of Mead. Locals like Jody Weible
and Paula Dyas spoke of their expe-
rience with AltEn.

“I think it›s bad for the environ-
ment, bad for wildlife and bad for
people,” Dyas said.

Retired investigative journalist
and author Leesa Zalesky gave a
brief history and extensive research
of AltEn.
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Diamond Rio headlines county fair concert this summer
Saunders County Fair Concert

July 31, 2021
Diamond Rio

with special guest opener Chancey Williams

VALPARAISO – The Nebraska
Auditor of Public Accounts (APA)
published its audit on the Val-
paraiso Public Library on April
9 and found that Library Direc-
tor Lori Springer allegedly made
$1,894.34 in questionable purchas-
es through the library’s Amazon.
com account.

The Valparaiso Village Board

closed down the library on Jan. 27
for the pending audit, and the APA
arrived on Feb. 9 “for the purpose
of examining the Library’s hold-
ings to determine whether any of
the items that Springer had pur-
chased could be identified,” the re-
port said.

Prior to this examination, the
APA received the Amazon state-
ments of the over $8,000 in pur-
chases made by Springer since her
employment began in 2016. The

APA found 35 questionable pur-
chases made by Springer starting
at the end of 2018 and most recent-
ly July 13, 2020.

The village board began re-
questing full Amazon statements
from Springer in June 2020, previ-
ously receiving nonspecific billing
from Springer. The board was not
given the full Amazon statements
from Springer until they were giv-
en access to the library’s Amazon
account.

In these purchases, the APA
found 18 questionable purchases
of college textbooks “which ap-
pear to have been for Ms. Spring-
er’s son, who is currently enrolled
at Nebraska Wesleyan University
with an Athletic Training major,”
the report said.

The auditor also confirmed with
university staff that these text-
books were “required or recom-

LINCOLN – Three Wahoo resi-
dents were arrested on drug charg-
es in the parking lot of a north Lin-
coln Walmart on April 6.

Police arrested Robert
Kotschwar, Jacob Jones and Mari-
ah K. Swanson on multiple suspect-
ed drug offenses after searching
two vehicles in the
Walmart parking
lot at 4700 N. 27th
St.

Officer Luke
Bonkiewicz said
police saw a Saturn
Vue veering into
lanes and failing to
signal near North
27th Street and
Cornhusker High-
way just before 6
p.m. Tuesday.

Officers tracked
the vehicle into
the Walmart park-
ing lot and saw
Jones leave a Dodge
Caravan and en-
ter the Saturn. Po-
lice contacted the
driver of the Vue,
Kotschwar, who al-
legedly admitted to
having drugs and
brass knuckles in
the car.

Bonkiewicz said
officers also inter-
viewed Jones, who
gave police a false
name, and Swan-
son, who was in the
Dodge.

Police searched
Kotschwar’s ve-
hicle and found 43
grams of suspect-
ed methamphet-
amine, nine alpra-
zolam pills, a set of brass knuckles
and some cash. Jones also had 2.1
grams of suspected meth, Bonkie-
wicz said.

Officers searched Swanson’s ve-
hicle and allegedly found a glass
pipe with suspected meth residue.

Officers arrested Kotschwar, 32,
who later was charged with posses-
sion of a controlled substance, pos-

By Zach Hammack
Lincoln Journal Star
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New St. Wenceslaus addition to
break ground later this spring

WAHOO – Sorry St. Wenceslaus
parents, your kids will be home a
whole week early for summer va-
cation. But, silver linings and all,
at least it’s not related to the pan-
demic.

Instead, Cheever Construction
will be preparing to break ground
on a $2.4 million addition on the
northeast corner of the school. The
company out of Lincoln will start
preparations during the week of
May 14, when school was origi-
nally supposed to get out. Ground-
breaking will occur during the
week of May 17, when students

ADDITION: Construction on a $2.4 million addition to St. Wenceslaus School in Wahoo will begin in early May, prompting a change to the school calendar that will start sum-
mer vacation a little early for students and staff. (Computer illustration provided by St. Wenceslaus School)
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Valparaiso library audit finds questionable purchases
By Elsie Stormberg
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Town hall meetings provide public outcry, information on ethanol plant issues

- See Charges Page 3A - See Audit Page 3A

- See Addition Page 3A
LOOKING SOUTHWEST: The view of the planned addition to St. Wenceslaus School looking to the southwest shows a different
perspective of the structure. (Computer illustration provided by St. Wenceslaus School)
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