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• Janet M. Olson Harms, 90, Ceresco

Last Fling for Grads

Saunders County Courthouse opens to public

Fun Ride
The members of Yutan High

School Class of 2020 had an
unusual end to their high school
careers. With prom cancelled
and their graduation ceremo-
ny pushed back, the parents
wanted to make sure their kids
had something to remember.
So they organized a parade on
Saturday through the streets of
Yutan. Above, Johanna Vande-
nack, Emma Lloyd and Emily
Fisher team up to provide thrice
the smiles as they drive down
Victor Avenue. At right, Colby
Tichota is looking cool in his
shades as he greets former
teachers, friends and family
along the parade route. (Staff
Photos by Suzi Nelson)

WAHOO – Even though
the doors are closed, there’s
plenty of work taking place
at the Wahoo Senior Center.

Director Sarah Kruse has
been preparing and deliver-
ing meals to the senior citi-
zens who attended the center
before the COVID-19 pan-
demic closed it in March. It
is an expanded version of the
Meals on Wheels program
which has delivered food
to local senior citizens for
many years.

Monday through Friday,
the local senior citizens re-
ceive a meal that was cooked
at Saunders Medical Center
and then brought to the se-
nior center. There, Kruse
prepares the meal for deliv-
ery. They transport around
20 meals a day.

As Kruse delivers the food

- See Seniors Page 3

WAHOO – For the first time
since March 18, the Saunders Coun-
ty Courthouse is open for business.
But things may look a little differ-
ent once you get inside.

The Saunders County Board of
Supervisors voted during its June
2 meeting to open the courthouse
to the public on Monday. The facil-
ity had been closed due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Saunders County Attorney Joe
Dobesh said the board consulted
Saunders County Emergency Man-
ager Terry Miller and Three Riv-

ers Public Health Department for
their most current recommenda-
tions regarding the pandemic. The
loosening of some Directed Health
Measures by the state was a factor
in making the decision. The fact
that the county is located near the
state’s most populous areas, yet in-
fection rates remain low, was an-
other consideration.

“The numbers are staying at a
very reasonable level considering
the counties around us,” Dobesh
said.

All offices are open to the public.
But there are some new procedures
put in place for visitors. The wood-
en benches that sat in the middle of

the second floor at the courthouse
are now gone. There are tables in
front of the customer service win-
dows to help maintain social dis-
tancing. And taped off squares on
the floor will help the public know
where to stand. Wearing face masks
is requested throughout the facility
and required in some offices. The
south entrance is the only way to
enter or exit the building.

“We’re just trying to keep every-
one safe, the public and the staff,”
said Dobesh.

During the closure, county em-
ployees continued to provide ser-
vices to the public. Tasks were
performed online, by phone or cus-

tomers dropped off payments and
forms in an outdoor drop box. As
County Clerk Patti Lindgren said
when the facility shut down in
March, “We can’t shut down.”

The closure had also affected
county offices located in other
parts of Wahoo, including offices
downtown. The Law Enforcement
Judicial Center (LEJC), a second
building in the courthouse complex
that houses county court, district
court and the jail, also includes the
county attorney’s office. Dobesh
said the LEJC hasn’t been closed
to the public during the pandemic
because the courts remained open.

The Chief Justice of the Nebraska
Supreme Court is the only official
who could cancel court, Dobesh
said in March. The order for the
courts to shut down was never is-
sued, and work carried on. Many
items were rescheduled and some
hearings were held via teleconfer-
ence.

Dobesh said there are some
changes at the county and district
courts, with new procedures for
the public to follow. Fewer people
are allowed into the courtrooms
to keep in line with social distanc-
ing guidelines and the wearing of
masks is encouraged, he said.

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

MEAD – After 11 years
leading Mead Public
Schools, Superintendent Dr.
Dale Rawson saw the curtain
come down on his nearly five
decades in education.

Rawson was presented a
plaque by Board of Educa-
tion President Steph Lange-
meier after the board’s
meeting Monday night. The
award recognized his tire-
less work and dedication to
the Mead School District.

Current Principal P.J.
Quinn will take over as su-
perintendent on July 1.

Quinn addressed the
board about the school’s de-
cision to open the weight
room on June 1 for the start
of summer weight training
and conditioning. Quinn
said that a maximum of 10

student-athletes are allowed
in the weight room at the
current time and assured
the board that all of the ath-
letes and coaches are adher-
ing to the Directed Health
Measures established by the
State of Nebraska.

Quinn also stated that
Varsity Volleyball Coach
Keshia Havelka is coming
up with a plan to safely bring
in volleyball athletes to be-
gin sport-specific training. A
start date has yet to be deter-
mined and the practices will
be voluntary.

The board also voted
unanimously to upgrade
the school’s firewall protec-
tion for internet services at
a cost of $6,330.00. The sys-
tem was put in place in 2014
and has not been upgraded.
The bandwidth will increase
from 150mb to 600mb.

WAHOO – For 22 years,
Sharon Kenaston has
brought old-fashioned coun-
try music to the area with
the Wahoo Country Music
Show, a week-long event in
June that draws musicians
and fans from all across the
country.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has put an end to the oppor-
tunity to produce a live mu-
sic event, as Directed Health
Measures from the state
do now allow concerts and
dances, said Kenaston.

So Kenaston has cancelled
all live events connected to
this year’s show, which is
scheduled for June 23 to 27
at the Saunders County Fair-
grounds. But that doesn’t
mean that the music will be

silenced.
Kenaston said so many

of the fans and performers
still wanted to come to Wa-
hoo that she has retooled the
event to be a musical cam-
pout.

“People are ready to get
out and about and do some-
thing,” she said.

Kenaston is inviting
people to come to the camp-
ground at the fairgrounds to
relax, visit and play music.
She is not charging admis-
sion, but the visitors must
pay the fee for the camp-
ground.

The campground set up
will allow the visitors to
practice social distancing
while camping and listening
to music, Kenaston said.

“We can still gather and

Rawson attends final
school board meeting
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Tearing Down
A welder begins dismantling the old water tower in Mead last Friday

in preparation for it to come down. The village built a new water tower
earlier this year located on the other side of town. (Staff Photo by Suzi
Nelson)

- See Music Page 3

Country Music
Show altered
by pandemic

Cruisin’ Val
A tractor full of happy travelers cruises down Fifth Street in Valparaiso Saturday night. The cruise night

and fireworks display were organized in place of the regular Valparaiso Days activities, which were altered
by the COVID-19 pandemic. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

Senior Center
continues to
provide meals
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