
WAHOO – The year 1969
was a pivotal one, not only in
American history, but also in
Wahoo’s past. The first full
graduating class from John
F. Kennedy College in Wahoo
walked the stage to receive
their diplomas that year.

To mark the 50-year anni-
versary of this momentous
event, the alumni of John F.
Kennedy College are hold-
ing a reunion
weekend filled
with multiple
events Oct. 11
to 13.

Linda Col-
lins, JFK alum
and reunion
o r g a n i z e r
for nearly 35
years, said the
weekend is
open to anyone associated
with the school, which was
in existence for only 10 years.

“I don’t care if they’re
grandma went there, we’re
open,” said Collins with a
laugh.

John F. Kennedy College
was situated on the former
Luther Junior College, locat-
ed on about 20 acres on the
then-northwest edge of Wa-
hoo.

A group of locals formed
the Wahoo Education Asso-
ciation (WEA) to raise funds
to purchase the property and
keep a post-secondary school
in the area. Members includ-
ed Lee Bronson, Garwood
Anderson, Joe Bruenig, Clif-
ford Ericson, Lillie Gibson,
Robert Hoppe, Harold Lam-
pert, Thomas Ludi, Robert
Shmer, Robert Sullivan and
J.R. Swanson. Mert Oden
was named the first director
of promotions and assistant
director of admissions. The
first president of the college
was Raymond Greenhalgh.

The WEA chose to name
the school after President
John F. Kennedy in 1965.
The board said they wanted
a name that would have na-
tional as well as local appeal,
according to news articles
printed in the Wahoo News-
paper. It was the only school
named after the late presi-
dent at the time.

JFK College was a liberal
arts school that began at the
same time that three other
similar institutions were
started in the Midwest, Col-
lins said. They were Hiram
Scott College in Scottsbluff,
John J. Pershing College in
Beatrice, and Midwestern
College in Denison, Iowa. Al-
though JFK College was only
in existence for 10 years, it
stood the longest of the four

colleges.
“We did last longer than

the other three schools,” said
Collins.

Three devastating fires
in the late 1960s and early
1970s helped bring the col-
lege to an eventual close. In
1969, South Hall lounge was
gutted by a fire, which killed
house mother Mrs. Wilie M.
Maddox and injured two stu-
dents.

Two years later, West Hall
and Old Main were destroyed

by fire within
weeks of each
other. West
Hall was a
dormitory and
also housed
the cafeteria
and the offices
of the campus
n e w s p a p e r
and yearbook.
It was his-

torically significant as it
had been used as the first
courthouse in Wahoo. Ironi-
cally, firefighters worked
very hard to save neighbor-
ing Old Main, only to have
it succumb to fire just over a
month later.

The three-story Old Main
building housed the college
library, administration of-
fices and classrooms. Fire
departments from six other
communities were called to
assist the Wahoo Volunteer
Fire Department to fight the
blaze.

The college administra-
tion, students and local com-
munity fought to keep JFK
alive after the fires. College
President Ted Dillow and
Student Council President
Phil Otto competed in a 40-
mile walk to Omaha to raise
money. However, their ef-
forts could not save the col-
lege, and the doors closed in
1975.

“A lot of people worked
really hard to keep it open,”
said Collins.

Now, a lot of people are
working hard to keep the
memory of the college alive.
Collins said she has been
planning reunions since
1985. Her last one was in 2009,
and she was not going to head
up another reunion, she said,
until a fellow alum reminded
her that 2019 would mark 50
years since the first graduat-
ing class.

Collins’ husband, Mike,
was in that class of 109 stu-
dents. So Collins dusted off
her list of addresses and
started working on the 50-
year reunion.

“I’m calling it my last hur-
rah,” she said.

Reunions are a way to re-
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Color All Around
The sun sets over Lake Wanahoo last Thursday night. As autumn begins in the area, the nights are getting longer and the days are getting

shorter, and sunsets like this colorful spectacular abound over the Saunders County horizon. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)
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- See JFK Page 3A
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Football
Contest

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

Leap Frog
Landon Pohl leaps over teammate Mason Krivanek while the pair wait for their flag football game to begin on Saturday morning at Hackberry

Park. The boys are part of the David City Schonarchs flag football team. Wahoo Parks and Recreation organizes the flag football league, which
draws youth teams from all over the area on Saturday mornings in the fall. (Staff Photo by Suzi Nelson)

WAHOO – After emotional
testimony from two attack
victims, the Wahoo City
Council declared two dogs
“dangerous” at their Sept. 26
meeting.

The council voted unani-
mously to declare two dogs
owned by Joshua Otte as
dangerous. The designation
means that if another inci-
dent occurs with the dogs,
they could be taken away
from the owner, said City
Attorney Jovan Lausterer.
Dangerous dogs must also be
microchipped, spayed or neu-
tered and cannot be allowed
to run free without a leash or
in a fence.

Police Chief Bruce Farrell
reported to the council an in-
cident involving Otte’s dogs
and a local resident on Aug.
28. Barbara Hart was bitten

and scratched on the back of
her leg after being pinned by
the two dogs while she was
out for a walk. A Wahoo po-
lice officer responded to the
call and also noted the ag-
gressive nature of the dogs in
their report.

“It was the most horrify-
ing, horrifying thing I’ve
ever experienced,” Hart told
the council.

Hart said she was hanging
onto a pole “for dear life” be-
fore her husband came to res-
cue her from the aggressive
canines.

“I’m scared to this day,”
she said.

Hart is also concerned that
St. Wenceslaus elementary
school is located nearby.

“I just think we live in a
community where we can’t
have something in our neigh-
borhood this dangerous and

WAHOO – The City of
Wahoo and the Wahoo Ru-
ral Fire District are closer
to working out an interlo-
cal agreement that has been
months in the making.

The two government enti-
ties held a joint public meet-
ing on Sept. 26 to discuss the

agreement. Members of the
Wahoo Volunteer Fire De-
partment were also in atten-
dance.

The rural board’s attorney,
Jim Egr, said there were a
number of items in the draft
agreement that caused con-
cerns among the board. They
included possible billing is-
sues.

The rural board was ask-

ing for the city to bill resi-
dents’ insurance companies
for use of fire equipment
owned by the rural board.
Some of the equipment used
by the Wahoo volunteers is
owned by the rural board.

“We’re just going to charge
for trucks,” said Rural Board
President Bob Meduna.
“We’re not going to charge
for axes or hoses.”

Meduna said the money
would be used to create a
sinking fund to pay for un-
known expenses that may
pop up.

The city bills patients for
emergency medical services
through a third party ven-
dor, said City Administrator
Melissa Harrell. However,

Arts, Crafts & Hobby classes in Wahoo!
!Learn to Crochet, Fri., Oct. 4 & 11
!Rustic Barn Wood Sign, Sat, Oct. 12
!Bob Ross Painting (ages 8-17), Sat., Oct. 12

Register at http://bit.ly/RegisterCE

• Michael S. Ficke, 63, Wahoo

• Harold M. Heyen, 87, Ceresco
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