
GREENWOOD – The new-
est addition to the Green-
wood Village Park is a wood-
en gazebo designed and built
by local residents.

The gazebo debuted during
Greenwood Fun Day on Aug.
17. There, many residents
and visitors to the village got
their first look at the struc-
ture, which is 16 feet wide
and 15 feet high at the center.

Jim Swenson, a member of
the Greenwood Village Parks
and Recreation Board, said
Travis Hazard of Greenwood
designed the structure.

“He donated his time for
the design for the gazebo,”
said Swenson.

The structure was built
Civil Works LLC, owned by
Alan Grell of Greenwood.
The company was award-
ed the $17,598.35 bid by the
Greenwood Village Board of
Trustees in May. The project

was completed in August.
Half of the approximately

$20,000 needed to build the

gazebo came from the Cass
County Visitor Improvement
Fund. The Greenwood Vil-

lage Board of Trustees paid
for the other half.

The Cass County Visitor

Improvement Fund, spon-
sored by the Cass County
Tourism Committee, has pro-
vided grant money for other
park projects in the past, in-
cluding $40,000 for the play-
ground installed in 2016.

“They have been tre-
mendous partners with us
through the years,” Swenson
said.

The village board provided
the rest of the funds, and also
directed members of the vil-
lage maintenance crew to in-
stall sidewalks and help put
in the electrical outlets. By
utilizing village employees,
they were able to reduce the
original bid by $2,400.

The gazebo is made of du-
rable cedar lumber and has
a ramp that is handicapped-
accessible, Swenson said.
The interior is lighted and
there are electrical outlets so
visitors using the gazebo can
operate appliances like crock
pots or roasters while enjoy-
ing time there with family

and friends.
“It is a great accompani-

ment to the park,” said Swen-
son.

It was built for the public
to use for small gatherings
and to provide a shaded seat-
ing area, according to Swen-
son.

“There was nowhere out of
the sunlight to sit and watch
the kids on the playground,”
he said.

Local citizens are happy
with the new gazebo, which
located near the area where
the sand box was previously
situated in the park.

“We’ve received a lot of
compliments relevant to the
look of it, the design of it and
the functionality of it,” said
Swenson.

Now that the gazebo is
done, the parks and recre-
ation board is turning its fo-
cus to other areas of the park.

First up is replacing trees

WAVERLY – The Camp Creek Rail-
roaders will continue a 20-plus year
tradition with their Railroaders
Show held Saturday and Sunday,
Sept. 14 and 15.

Rick Weisgerber, a 22-year mem-
ber of the Railroaders, said that
weather permitting the club will
have train rides from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the Camp Creek fairgrounds
at 176th and Bluff Road, east of Wa-
verly.

The Camp Creek Railroaders will
have around eight trains running
throughout the day for those in at-
tendance to ride. The event is free to
the public.

The train rides generally last
around six minutes, Weisgerber
said, with average speeds around
three miles per hour.

The event is something the Rail-
roaders have been holding annually
since 1993.

The engines that drive the trains
are a mix of those owned by the club
and some owned by the members
themselves.

Weisgerber said that he will have
his own Union Pacific No. 57 bright
yellow “baby turbine” engine out
giving rides over the weekend.

The “baby turbine” was a nick-
name for the railroad’s fleet of gas
turbine-electric locomotives. Weis-
gerber’s model is pure electric,
though.

Other railroaders’ locomotives
rely on a coal-burning steam en-
gine, just like they would have used
at the advent of the golden age of
trains.

All the engines and trains are
built to a specific scale, 1.5 inches
to 1 foot, just big enough to fit about
three adults.

The train rides won’t be the only
attraction available, though.

The Railroaders plan to have
most of Camp Creek’s eastern
promenade up and running. That

includes the old Waverly jail, the
old Cheney post office and the con-
cession stand.

Weisgerber said that the newly
refurbished steam crane will also be
up and running on the west side of
the grounds along with the Waverly
depot.

The event will also host Opera-
tion Lifesaver. Operation Lifesaver
is a nationwide non-profit group
who, according to its website, pro-
vide public education programs
across the country in an effort to re-
duce collisions, injuries and fatali-
ties at railroad crossings.

After 20-plus years, Weisgerber
said that the smiles of those at-
tending the free event are reward
enough for the annual event.

“Kids and adults and grandmas
and grandpas, to boot, I love to see
them happy,” Weisgerber said.
“There’s just something about a
train that fascinates people. I like to
see them come out and just have a
good time.”
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Sunset Poultry public hearing
rescheduled

LINCOLN – The Lincoln City-Lancaster
County Planning Commission has granted
a request to reschedule the hearing and ac-
tion for the proposed Sunset Poultry oper-
ation in northwest Lancaster County.

The public hearing will be held on Oct. 2
at 1 p.m.
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RAYMOND – The night
sky will be the main attrac-
tion but not the only enter-
tainment on Sept. 21 at the
Branched Oak Observatory’s
“Star BQ.”

Michael Sibbernsen, a
lecturer of astronomy and
physics at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and chief
executive officer of Branched
Oak Observatory, said that
the event will have fun for all
ages from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m.

The observatory is located
at 14300 NW 98th Street in

Raymond. There is no charge
for admission to the obser-
vatory’s fifth annual event
thanks to sponsorship from
Security First Bank.

At 6 p.m. the 501st Legion’s
Central Garrison will join the
party.

The 501st are an all-volun-
teer international Star Wars
costuming club. The Central
Garrison is the club’s char-
ter in the Great Plains area,
doing events in Minnesota,
North Dakota, Iowa, South
Dakota and Nebraska this
year.

After you pass a search
from the 501st for any rebel

droids, there are plenty of
other activities on hand.

If you arrive while the sun
is still in the sky, the observa-
tory will allow for safe solar
viewing.

According to Sibbernsen,
there will be UNL students
performing several sci-
ence demonstrations on the
grounds.

There will also be a chance

to imagine bouncing around
on the lunar surface on the
observatory’s giant moon
map.

In the past, the Star BQ
has had food catered. This
year there will be three food
trucks providing a variety of
cuisine.

Cajun Sneaux and Snax,
Mary Ellen’s Food for the
Soul and the Tastee Trailer

will be on hand to feed those
looking to eat.

There will also be raffle
tickets on sale throughout
the evening. The raffle is a
fundraising effort by the ob-
servatory and will feature
a number of telescopes and
binoculars as well as other
prizes.

As the sun begins to set
and twilight sets in, the ob-
servatory will hold two live
programs, one in the class-
room and one projected on
the wall of the observatory.

Once the sun goes down
and the night sky fills with
stars, the observatory will

present a number of opportu-
nities to observe planets and
deep space objects.

The observatory has a
number of its own telescopes
that it will provide and there
will also be several astrono-
my clubs who will be supply-
ing telescopes and guidance
for novices.

It is an experience that Sib-
bernsen said would make it
worth the trip to Raymond.

“I think that’s the great-
est enticement of them all, a
chance to see this beautiful
universe that we live in,” Sib-
bernsen said.

LABOR OF LOVE: Rick Weisgerber drives his Union Pacific No. 57 engine on the tracks
at the Camp Creek fairgrounds. (Photo by Eldon Shroder)

Railroaders ready for annual fall event
By Allan Christensen

allan.christensen@newswaverly.com

EAGLE – The Eagle Board
of Trustees held a budget
workshop Aug. 26 to discuss
the upcoming fiscal year and
potential hikes to the tax
levy.

In a special meeting of the
board, the trustees heard
from village accountant Lisa
Riley.

According to the meeting
minutes, Riley said that the
village had a total taxable
value of almost $55 million
with a value attributable to
growth of over $550,000.

Three options were pre-
sented to the board to con-
sider regarding the mill
levy. One option leaves the
rate where it is, the second
would decrease the rate and
the third would increase the
levy.

According to the minutes,
the first option would pro-
duce around $3,000 in addi-
tional funds for the village
due to growth. The decrease Opening Day

Waverly City Soccer kicked off its season Saturday 7 at Lawson Park. The city league has age groups ranging from 3 and 4-year olds to fourth and fifth graders. (Staff Photo by Allan
Christensen)

GAZEBO: An employee of Civil Works works on the gazebo in Greenwood Village Park in July. The structure
was designed and built by local residents this summer as the latest addition to the municipal park. (Staff
Photo by Anna Boggs)
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Greenwood Village Parks and Recreation adds gazebo to park
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com

See Gazebo on Page 3

Branched Oak Observatory planning fifth annual ‘StarBQ’ Sept. 21
By Allan Christensen

allan.christensen@newswaverly.com “I think that’s the greatest enticement of
them all, a chance to see this beautiful

universe that we live in. ”
- Michael Sibbersen


