
WAHOO – One of Wahoo’s
famous son’s birthdays is
fast approaching and there
is good reason to believe his
birthplace will be ready for a
celebration.

A repair project at Hanson
House in Wahoo is moving
into its final stages. Repair
work began last November,
after a two-vehicle crash at
the nearby 12th and Linden
streets intersection parked
one of those vehicles in the
dining room.

Progress on repairs stalled
earlier this year when the
Saunders County Historical
Society, who owns the house,
ran into problems finding
wallpaper that matched the
style of Victorian era home.

But Saunders County His-
torical Society Board Mem-
ber Mary Bergan said that
problem has been solved and
the house should be ready
for a grand reopening on the
weekend of Oct. 26. That is

just in time to celebrate the
123rd anniversary of Howard
Hanson’s birth on Oct. 28.

Hanson – a famed music

educator, director of East-
man School of Music and Pu-
litzer Prize winner – died in
1981, but had returned to his

boyhood hometown many
times during his career.

A sneak peak of the repairs
at his boyhood home and
music on the piano he once
played took place on Aug. 28.
Bergan said the third annual
Piano and Peacock Party was
a chance to open the house up
once again and start to cre-
ate some excitement for the
grand re-opening.

There is still more work to
do, though.

The room where the vehi-
cle landed has been repaired
and now the task at hand is
to finish the walls. Rhonda
McClure of Wahoo has been
hired to do that.

McClure said most of the
wall prep work has been done
and she was anticipating put-
ting up the wallpaper this
week.

McClure’s part of the proj-
ect involved removing the
40-year old plus wallpaper
and preparing the walls for
the new wallpaper. She said

$2

Death Notices
Church ........................7B
Classified Section
................. Market Weekly
Public Notices........ 5A-9A
Public Record ............ 11A
Obituaries.................... 4A

Opinion........................6B
Senior News................7B
School/Youth ...............5B
Society ........................7B
Sports.................... 1B-4B
Weather................. 4B-5B

Index
• Eunice Brohdal, Wahoo

• Susan Raikes-Sugar, 70, Honolulu, Hawaii

What’s Inside

Inside This Week:
New Teachers

Pages 10A - 11A

Thursday, September 5, 2019

Serving the Saunders County, Nebraska Area Since 1886
32 Pages • 3 Sections • Vol. 139 No. 6

www.wahoonewspaper.com

2019
Fall

Sports
Preview

• Fall Sports
Preview
See special
section

WAHOO – Two area farm-
ers markets are still going
strong.

In fact, the Wahoo Farm-
ers Market has added a day
for the end of its season.

The United Methodist
Church in Wahoo is again
hosting the Farmers Market
in Wahoo. Sue DuBois, who
has been coordinating the
market at the church park-
ing lot each week, said a Sat-
urday morning market has
been added and has been go-
ing pretty well.

The season started with a
market every Thursday from
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.

A couple of events forced
the postponement of the
weekly Thursday market.

“The Fourth of July fell on
a Thursday, so we moved it to

Saturday,” DuBois said.
There was a similar sce-

nario at the end of the July.
The market was moved to
Saturday because of the fair
parade in downtown Wahoo
Thursday evening.

She said there seemed to
be a good crowd both Satur-
days and, after polling the
vendors, the decision was
made to add a Saturday mar-
ket from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Both the Thursday and
Saturday markets have a
good variety of vendors.

“Last week, we had 10. But,
we always have six or sev-
en,” DuBois said.

Garden produce has again
been a big seller at the Wa-
hoo Farmers Market. The
popular fruits and vegetables
each week depends on what’s
available in the gardens.

“It all depends, but baked
goods sell out every week,”

she added.
Several vendors bring

baked goods to the mar-
ket. Crafts, honey and other
handmade items are also of-
fered.

“One vendor, the wife
brings kolaches and pies
and the husbands paints pic-
tures,” she said.

Another vendor brings
goat milk soap and scented
candles.

There is quite the variety.
“There is something for ev-

erybody,” DuBois said.
The plan is to continue the

Wahoo Farmers Market until
at least the end of September.

It will be up the vendors,
DuBois added, if they want to
go a week or two in October.
She said the decision could
be based on what is left in the
gardens and the weather.

WAHOO – Labor Day can signal
to some people the unofficial end
of summer, but the Lower Platte
North Natural Resources District
staff see plenty more recreational
opportunities in the days ahead.

The NRD took over operations of
the recreation area north of Wahoo
at the start of this year. NRD Gener-
al Manager Eric Gottschalk said he
has been pleased overall with how
everything is going at Lake Wana-
hoo.

“We’ve had a great first season,”
he said.

The 1,777 acre recreation area
that includes a 662 acre lake opened
in 2012. Prior to this year, the Ne-
braska State Game and Parks Com-
mission had been managing the
recreation component of Lake Wa-
nahoo.

Gottschalk said the decision for
the NRD to take over the manage-
ment of the park it already owned
has had a lot of support.

The NRD’s own permitting pro-
cess for entrance into the recreation
area also doesn’t seem to be a deter-

rent for most people. Revenue at the
park has already surpassed 2018
revenue.

“We’ve really had a good re-
sponse from eastern Nebraska,”
Gottschalk said.

Some people have initially ques-
tioned the need to have a separate
park permit to enter Lake Wana-
hoo for camping, boating and rec-
reation. But, once they hear the
permit fee is not just for current ex-
penses, he said there have been few
negative comments. FUN IN THE SUN: The campgrounds at Lake Wanahoo were a busy place over the

Labor Day weekend. There are plans to keep the recreation area busy all year long.
(Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

NRD seeing support at lake
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Lake Page 3A

Plant ready to
open, permits
draw debate

FREMONT – A new poul-
try processing plant near
Fremont is starting to ramp
up operations, but debate
still lingers about the addi-
tional barns that are needed
to supply the final processing
line.

Lincoln Premium Poultry
External Affairs/Spokes-
person Jessica Kolterman
said the new plant south of
Fremont will begin running
“practice birds” this week.

“Just to make sure all of
the equipment is working,”
she said.

Lincoln Premium Poultry
will be operating the plant
that will eventually supply
2 million broiler chickens to
Costco each week.

Kolterman said the compa-
ny has recently hired 300 ad-
ditional employees who will
be running the processing
lines. All of the new employ-
ees have been undergoing
training in recent weeks and
bring the current number of
employees at the plant to 500.

“So, we have half of them
hired,” Kolterman said. “As

we ramp up the facility, we
will hire additional employ-
ees.”

She expected the ramp up
cycle to be about 45 weeks
and eventually the plant will
be running three shifts.

Construction on the multi-
million dollar processing
plant began in 2017. Con-
struction on the barns that
will be supplying the chick-
ens began after that. The first
birds were placed in barns
this past December.

More barns will need to
be built to supply the plant’s
lines. Kolterman said the
goal is to have all the barns
in place by mid 2020.

“We have the majority of
contracts in place. We just
need to get through the vari-
ous permits,” she said.

But the construction per-
mits that need to accompany
some of the proposed barns
have drawn controversy.

During last month’s Saun-
ders County Planning Com-
mission meeting, Ryan Zak-
ovec spoke in opposition to
a proposed barn near Morse
Bluff.

By Lisa Brichacek
lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Poultry Page 3A

PRACTICE: Chloe Bergan of Parry Hall, Md. practices on Howard Hanson’s boyhood piano on the morning of Aug. 28. Bergan was one of the guest
performers during the Piano and Peacock Party at Hanson house that evening. Those attending the party also got a sneak peek at the repairs still
ongoing at the house. (Staff Photos by Lisa Brichacek)

Hanson House repairs closer to complete
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

PATCH WORK: The repairs in the entry way are nearly complete.
Rhonda McClure (left) and Mary Bergan discuss the wallpaper and
border that will finish the area above the doorway.

- See House Page 3A

Area markets still going strong
By Lisa Brichacek

lisa.brichacek@wahoonewspaper.com

- See Markets Page 3A

Just Peachy
The Wahoo Lions Club took on a new fundraiser this year and the

fruits of their effort were delivered last week. Club members sold
Colorado peaches and 152 lugs were delivered by truck last Thursday
morning. Customers could then pick them up and Daryl Luers of Wahoo
(left) checks out his peaches with the help Lions Club Member Audrey
Vaught. (Staff Photo by Lisa Brichacek)

SHOPPING: Wahoo Farmers Market shoppers check out the goods offered by vendors last Thursday after-
noon. The market, held in the parking lot of First United Methodist Church, now takes place on Thursday
afternoons and Saturday mornings. (Staff Photos by Lisa Brichacek)
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