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WAHOO – A confusing legisla-
tive bill and a booming real estate
market led to over 12,000 changes
in real property valuations in
Saunders County this year.

A total of 12,430 notices went
out to property owners at the
beginning of June. Most of the
changes were the result of LB372
passed last August by the Ne-
braska Legislature, according to
Saunders County Assessor/Reg-
ister of Deeds Rhonda Andresen.
She said the bill caused problems
throughout the state.

The bill, sponsored by Sen.
Steve Erdman of District 47, was
designed to correct the way the
Property Assessment Division
had been assessing grassland,
according to a column Erdman
wrote to his constituents on June
11. Instead of using dryland cri-
teria, the primary source for as-
sessing grassland was supposed
to be grassland-specific data from
the NRCS, Erdman said. He said
the Property Assessment Divi-
sion trained county assessors on
the changes, but discrepancies
have been found. State Proper-
ty Tax Administrator Ruth So-
rensen, who heads the Property
Assessment Division, is looking
into the issue.

Andresen said the changes
moved a portion of the grass to
higher levels and reclassified
some grass as dry. Some dry and
irrigated acres were also affect-

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO – Many questions
remain unanswered when it
comes to what school will look
like when classes resume in two
months at Wahoo Elementary,
Wahoo Middle School and Wahoo
High School.

Members of the school board
discussed many different pos-
sibilities with administrators
at the monthly meeting held in
person for the first time in three
months inside the high school li-
brary.

“It’s going to look different.
What that means, we don’t have
an answer for that yet,” said Su-
perintendent Brandon Lavaley.

Wahoo middle school and high
school students ended the 2019-
2020 school year virtually, fin-
ishing up assignments and proj-
ects from the safety of their own
home, forced to isolate because of
COVID-19.

Lavaley is optimistic that stu-
dents will return in the fall, but
isn’t sure what kind of restric-
tions and guidelines will be in
place.

Will students and staff be
forced to wear masks? Will stu-
dents have to come into the build-
ing in shifts? What will social
distancing look like in the class-
room, cafeteria or gymnasium?

“We don’t have definitive an-
swers, but I would expect some
before the end of June,” said La-
valey.

As of now, Wahoo Public
Schools is planning to use the al-
ready approved 2020-2021 school
calendar which calls for an Aug.
13 start to the school year.

In other news, the board voted
unanimously to approve a 4.1%
pay increase for returning ad-
ministrators.

The board is expected to ap-
prove the superintendent’s sal-
ary at the July meeting.

WAHOO – During a summer
replete with cancellations, a bit of
good news can be found on the
corner of Fourth and Elm streets in
Wahoo.

The Wahoo Aquatic Center
opened on Wednesday afternoon
under sunny skies and
temperatures in the upper 90s.

Under the current state directed
health measures (DHM), the
Aquatic Center will operate with
a 75-person capacity limit for each

two-hour session.
“Under the new DHM we felt that

we could open the Aquatic Center
and create a safe environment
for everyone wanting to use the
facility,” said Wahoo Parks and
Recreation Director Kevin Stuhr.

With a capacity of 500, under
the current DHM the Aquatic
Center could open to as many as
125 patrons, but for the time being,
the number is going to remain 75.

“We felt that right now that
is a manageable number. Could
that change? Sure it could,” Stuhr
stated.

Each patron may attend one two-
hour session per day. Admission to
the Aquatic Center is first come
first served.

All patrons will leave the facility
after each swim session to allow
staff to clean and disinfect.

The normal 10-minute rest break
will be taken midway through each
two-hour session.

As a result of the new capacity
limits a residency requirement has
been implemented. The Aquatic
Center will admit Saunders County
residents only. Individuals 16 years
of age and older must present an ID

to gain admittance.
“With only allowing a certain

number of people in, we wanted to
make sure that we catered to our
constituency. The majority of the
people who use Aquatic Center are
from Saunders County and we want
to make sure that we are able to
serve them first,” Stuhr said

Youth under the age of 16 must
be able to provide their address
and a phone number before being
allowed into the Aquatic Center.

Everyone at the Aquatic Center

Board
discusses
what school
year might
look like
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Wahoo Aquatic Center has reopened

FINAL APPEARANCE: Standout athlete JT
Haag gives his last appearance in the Mead
High School gym as a Raider during the
ceremony. He will go on to play football at
Doane University.

THANKS MOM: Abby Miller gives her mother a flower and a hug during the
emotional event.

PROCESSIONAL: Cali Carritt walks to the stage at
the start of the commencement ceremony.
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By Jason Unger
jason.unger@wahoonewspaper.com

WAHOO – Summer is a great
time to get out and explore some
places. Two Wahoo natives this
summer have done exactly that.

Since April of this year, Seth
Varner and Austin Schneider have
been roaming all around the state
as they aim to visit all 531 communi-
ties in Nebraska. They also plan on
visiting some landmarks and state
parks throughout the state along
their journey.

“We plan on visiting all the incor-
porated towns, ” Schneider said. “In
addition to that we also try to visit
some historic markers, some monu-
ments or anything that has a little
bit of history in it, we like taking
pictures of that stuff. ”

After last weekend’s trip up to-
wards the South Sioux City and
Winnebago areas, Varner and
Schneider are already over halfway
through their travels.

“Up to this point we just went
over the halfway mark,” Varner
said. “We’ve already visited the
whole southeast portion of the state,
the east central part and the north-
east. Basically we’ve been every-
where east of Hastings. After that
we’ll begin our one big road trip out

west.”
This idea came up at a young age,

when Varner’s father first put the
notion in his head. After getting
a taste of traveling and seeing the
sites a decade ago, and having CO-
VID-19 cut their school year short at
the University of Nebraska at Oma-
ha, Varner and Scheider decided to
make this thought a reality.

“When I was about 10 years old
my father and I did something simi-
lar to this only we only got to about
30 or 40 towns in Butler and Saun-
ders County, and then it just died
off,” Varner said. “My dad kind of
knew realistically it wasn’t going
to happen, but being a 10-year-old I
was optimistic about it and I always
wanted to go back and do it some-
day.”

“Here we are now 10 years later

Local pair midway through statewide journey
By Austin Heinen

austin.heinen@bellevue.leader.com

ON THE MOVE: A pair of college students from Wahoo, Seth Varner and Austin Schnei-
der, stop for a picture by a mural in Morse Bluff during their quest to visit all 531 towns
in Nebraska this year. (Photo provided by Seth Varner)

Basically we’ve been
everywhere east of
Hastings. After that
we’ll begin our one

big road trip out west.
~ Seth Varner
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NEWLY MINTED GRADS: Members of the Mead High School Class of 2020 smile after receiving their diplomas during the commencement ceremony on Saturday in Mead. This
was the first graduation ceremony held by an area school during the COVID-19 pandemic. (Staff Photos by Jason Unger)
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