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News Brief

VALPARAISO – The Lower Platte
South Natural Resources District will
begin required maintenance to the
top of the dam at North Oak 1-A, also
known as Wildwood Lake.

The work involves some re-grading
to the top of the dam structure. Wild-
wood Lake is owned by the NRD, but
managed by the Nebraska Game and

Parks Commission. It is located three
miles south of Valparaiso, and is a
popular recreation area.

The construction work was sched-
uled to begin May 28, and will be com-
pleted by approximately June 16.

During this time period of work
please note that the South entrance

road, below the dam, near NW 84th
and Little Salt Creek Road, will be
closed. Foot access to the dam will be
prohibited. No fishing from the dam
will be allowed.

For questions on the work please
contact Mike Murren at the NRD of-
fice, 402-476-2729.

Work to begin on Wildwood Lake Dam
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ASHLAND – Saunders
County residents have some
work to do to help their com-
munities, and Ashland is no
exception.

The 2020 Census is still un-
derway, but time is running
out to fill out the forms.

While Saunders County
went from ranking 71st in
percentage of census re-
sponses in March to 53rd as
of May 31, only 55.9 percent
of residents have filled out
their census forms and re-
turned them so far, accord-
ing to the University of Ne-
braska at Omaha’s Center
for Public Affairs Research
and the Nebraska State Data

Center, where David Drodz
is research coordinator.

Residents who live in the
largest cities in Saunders
County have an even lower
percentage of responses. Wa-
hoo and Ashland come in at
Nos. 49 and 50, respectively
on the list of cities with
populations above 2,500 in
the state. Wahoo has a 54.7
percent response rate, com-
pared to 53.7 in Ashland. Yu-
tan, which has just over 1,800
residents and was not on the
list, has only a 48 percent re-
sponse rate, Drodz said.

It is difficult to know why
Saunders County is doing
so poorly, Drodz said. The
numbers have been low ever
since the bureau started re-
leasing response data in late

March and have not caught
up.

“Surprisingly they are
lower than Lexington, South

Sioux City, Crete, etc. that
have more challenges in
their count,” he said.

It is not too late to change

those percentages, however.
Drodz said the Census Bu-
reau will take self-responses
through Oct. 31.

“The sooner the better,
though, and we want house-
holds to have responded by
early August, as that’s when
our door-to-door interview-
ing will begin,” he said.

Home visits are costly to
the bureau, and ultimately
the taxpayer, Drodz said.
They are also less reliable be-
cause the respondents might
be distracted by home chores
or a crying baby, and are less
likely to give the most accu-
rate information.

The best scenario is to
take your time and do the
survey yourself, at your own
pace, Drodz said.

“If people self-respond, an
in-person interview is not
necessary,” he added.

The U.S. Census Bureau,
in coordination with federal,
state and local health offi-
cials, began a phased restart
of some field operations in
Nebraska in mid-May.

As part of the phased re-
start, the Census Bureau will
deliver 2020 Census invita-
tions and paper question-
naires at the front doors of
roughly 30,300 households
that do not receive mail at
their home.

This operation is known as
“Update Leave,” where cen-
sus workers will confirm or
update a household’s physi-

Ashland lags behind in 2020 Census responses
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com
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ASHLAND – The second
year of the Hometown He-
roes program created by the
transition and independent
living class at Ashland-
Greenwood High School was
very different from its in-
augural year. Like so many
events this spring, the CO-
VID-19 pandemic caused this
celebration had to be done
in a different way, but the
students and teachers who
worked on the program still
felt like it needed to be done,
pandemic or not.

“There are so many in-
spiring individuals living or
working in our communities
of Ashland, Greenwood and
Memphis, and we couldn’t
let their work go unnoticed,”
said resource teacher Stacy
Johnson.

Johnson started the pro-
gram last year as a way to
recognize everyday heroes
in the communities that
make up the Ashland-Green-
wood school district.

She learned of the program
while teaching in a previ-
ous school, and adapted the
idea there before bringing
it to Ashland-Greenwood.
Last year it was called Small
Town Heroes, but Johnson
said so many people called
it Hometown Heroes that the
new name stuck.

Last year, the award win-
ners were invited to an as-
sembly at the school, but
were not told they were go-
ing to win an award. This
year, Johnson got the plea-
sure of surprising each win-
ner herself, which she said
was an honor.

“The impact you have
when you decide to nominate
someone is real, and we were
lucky enough to see first-
hand the emotion that comes
with realizing someone took
the time to write and send a
nomination,” she said.

Johnson closed the pro-
gram this year and last by
asking everyone to be a hero
in their own way, by put-
ting other first, performing a
small act of kindness, being a
role model or just smiling.

“In simple terms, just be a
hero,” she said.

The following people were
nominated for recognition
by the 2020 Hometown He-
roes program.

Several businesses were
nominated for their work
helping provide meals dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic,
including Brian Whitehead,
owner of BW’s Pub and Grill.

The person who nomi-
nated Whitehead said: “They
stepped up to keep this town
fed and went above and be-
yond to help the kids get
meals too that were in need.
I don’t know how many em-
ployees are involved but
they have worked long hours
to get this done. Breadeaux

Local
heroes
honored

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com
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ASHLAND – Mahoney State Park
will be reopening parts of the park
this week after having limited to no
access to some of its amenities.

While some things like the water
park, butterfly pavilion and the Peter
Kiewit Lodge will remain closed for
the time, playgrounds, campsites for
campers and RVs will be fully open
along with all bathroom and shower
facilities as of Thursday, June 4. Tent
campsites will also be permitted in
the park.

“Starting on June 4 we will basi-
cally start to resume our operations
in our campgrounds,” Park Super-
intendent Jake Rodiek said. “We
will be opening our first come, first
serve site, and will be honoring all
the reservations that have currently
been made for these sites. We’ll be
working with guests very closely and
inform them about who has reserva-
tions coming in, but we’re looking to

get back to normal as much as
we can now.”

All cabins however, will
remain closed until currently
June 15.

While things open up, the
park staff will be sanitizing
facilities to help ensure ev-
eryone’s safety as much as
possible. Staff will deep clean
the restroom and shower fa-
cilities a couple times each
day and even the playgrounds
have plans for maintenance.

“We’ll be putting up pre-
cautionary signage regarding health
directives to those areas,” Rodiek
said. “Our protocol to clean the play-
grounds will be first thing in the
morning, right around eight o’clock
we’ll sanitize all the touch surfaces
and such on the playgrounds daily.
We’ll have a big crew out and about
making sure we’re doing everything
possible to ensure guests and staff
are safe. Alongside that we’re look-
ing forward to opening the play-

grounds back up for people to
enjoy again.”
Caddy’s Parkside Grill re-

opened on June 3, but the rest
of the lodge will still be closed.
“As for our restaurant, we

just reopened that on June 3,
the lodge itself we’re still wait-
ing on a few things to get our
office back open, but we’re
very happy to get our restau-
rant open again, it’s great for
our campers and anyone com-
ing out to enjoy the park,” Ro-
diek said.

However, they hope to reopen
more if not the rest of the facilities
soon.

“We’re still waiting on some direc-
tion for what our game plan should
be going forward with other facili-
ties,” Rodiek said. “As soon as we
get the go ahead to open those things
back up we’ll be 100 percent ready to
go. We’re just waiting still on some
direction on what our plan is going
to be for the activity areas, all we can

do now is make ourselves as ready
as we can be for when we can reopen
those.”

Some things however remain
closed such as the observation tower
as construction projects continue to
progress. Rodiek says they hope to
have work concluded before this next
winter arrives.

“Currently we have a project
where the Riverview Lodge, next to
the observation tower used to be, we
are getting a new facility up there,”
Rodiek said. “Construction is un-
derway and it will be a nice large
venue where groups can rent it out.
The venue will host up to about 300
people. We’ll have some round tables
and it should be a great place for
events such as weddings and corpo-
rate groups to meet at. It’s in a highly
desired area and has a great view
looking over the Salt Creek coming
into the Platte River. We’re looking
very forward to the completion of

ASHLAND – The number
of Saunders County resi-
dents who have tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 has risen
to 38, according to the most
recent press release from
Three Rivers Public Health
Department.

Despite more relaxation
of the Directed Health Mea-
sures set by Gov. Pete Rick-
etts, most of the local coun-
ties are keeping the doors
of their county courthouses
closed to the general public.

The Saunders County
Courthouse remains largely

closed to the public but open
for business, with the excep-
tion of the county treasurer’s
office. On Monday, County
Treasurer Amber Scanlon
announced on social media
that the office was open by
appointment, but only for
new vehicle purchases that
require titling and licensing.

The walk-up counter at the
treasurer’s office now has
a plexiglass shield between
customers and employees.
The benches placed for peo-
ple waiting in line have been
removed.

The Saunders County
Board of Supervisors voted
to close the facilities to the

public on March 18. There
have been no reports of posi-
tive tests among employees
at the courthouse.

Nearly all of the offices in
the Cass County courthouse
are open by appointment
only, after three employees
tested positive for COVID-19.

The courthouse was closed
to all business on May 21 for
deep cleaning and sanitiza-
tion after an employee tested
positive for the coronavirus.
Another two employees re-
ceived positive test results a
few days later.

The facility reopened to
the public briefly on May 26,
the same day the Cass County

Board of Commissioners met
in an emergency meeting to
discuss the situation. It was
decided by a unanimous vote
to close the courthouse until
May 29, and reopen on June 1
by appointment only.

The commissioners ask
the public to make an ap-
pointment for services that
can only be done in-person.
If a service can be completed
via phone, email or online
services, or cannot be deliv-
ered through the drop box,
then the person should call
the appropriate office to
make an appointment.

The Cass County Asses-
sor’s office remains com-

pletely closed to the public
until further notice. Personal
property returns and Home-
stead Exemption applica-
tions can be delivered using
the silver drop box on the
west side of the courthouse.
Forms can also be mail. The
staff will return phone mes-
sages.

The county, district and
juvenile courts remain open.
They are under the juris-
diction of the state, not the
county.

“We recognize this will be
a challenge, the public may
still contact offices directly

FUTURE: Work continues on Riverview Lodge at Mahoney State Park near Ashland, one of many projects underway at the park this summer. (Staff Photo by Anna Boggs)

Parts of Mahoney State Park reopen this week
By Austin Heinen

austin.heinen@bellevueleader.com

Jake
Rodiek

Saunders County sees rise in COVID-19 cases to 38
By Suzi Nelson

suzi.nelson@ashland-gazette.com
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