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WAHOO – Members of the
Wahoo School Board were
encouraged by optimistic
and enthusiastic reports giv-
en by administrators high-
lighting the successful re-
turn of students last week.

“It gave me chills to see
the kids back in school,” said
Elementary Principal Ben
Kreifels during the board
meeting Monday night.

Kreifels said the first three
days of school went as well as
could be expected under the
directed health measures put
in place to help ensure stu-
dent and staff safety.

“The kids have adapted to
the changes extremely well,”
he said.

Middle School Principal
Marc Kaminski, High School
Principal Vernon Golladay
and Superintendent Bran-
don Lavaley echoed Kreifels’
sentiments, saying that the
school year has gotten off to a
great start without incident.

Activities Director Robert
Barry talked about the start
to the fall sports season. The
softball game between the
Warriors and Plattsmouth
Blue Devils on Thursday
night will be the first ever
contest for the new Trailblaz-
er Conference.

Barry also talked about
new guidelines surrounding
spectators attending sport-
ing events at Wahoo High
School. Indoor contest seat-
ing will be limited to 50 per-
cent capacity. Every other
bleacher will be available
for seating. All Wahoo fans
must sit on the home side
of the bleachers. All Wahoo
students will be required
to wear a mask if attending
home games.

WPS school
board hears
optimistic
reports of
first dayBy Suzi Nelson
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First Day of School

A Different Kind
of First Day

Jessica Horsham (above)
embraces her two daughters,
Bella Horsham (left) and Eva
Horsham (right) before their first
day of school at Wahoo Elemen-
tary last Thursday in Wahoo. All
area schools returned to class
last week for the first time since
last spring. (Staff Photo by Elsie
Stormberg)

At right, students are greeted
by a teacher wielding a ther-
mometer as they walk into
Mead Elementary School for the
first day of classes on Aug. 12.
Local schools have incorporated
daily temperature checks into
their routine as part of their
plans to deal with the COVID-19
pandemic. For more photos, go
to Page 6A. (Staff Photo by Suzi
Nelson)

Sloup found competent to stand trial
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PRAGUE – When Louis
Vanek Sr. purchased a com-
bine to replace his thrashing
machine in the late 1940s,
many of his neighbors out-
side of Prague thought he
was crazy.

Little did those neighbors
know, they would all be pur-
chasing combines soon and
Louis Sr. was already headed
into the future of farming.

Flash forward to now, the
Vanek family farm was hon-
ored Aug. 1 with the Pioneer
Family Farm award by the
Aksarben Foundation on
Aug. 1 during the Saunders
County Truck and Tractor
Pull.

The farm was purchased
in September 1877 by Joseph
Vanek, Jeremy Vanek’s great
great great grandfather, Jer-
emy said. The 143-year-old
farm is now owned by the
fifth generation of Vaneks,
Louis Jr. Vanek. While Lou-

is Jr. no longer lives in the
area, the farm will eventual-

ly be passed down to Jeremy
and his siblings Jeff Vanek

and Kari Kracl, the sixth Vanek generation to own the

farm.
Unlike many others his

age, 77-year-old Louis Jr.
doesn’t remember his father,
Louis Sr., ever using horses
or a thrashing machine, just
the combine.

One thing Louis Jr. does
remember is when his home
got indoor plumbing. He said
that instead of using a nor-
mal septic tank, his father
utilized a car.

“It was an old car that he
didn’t use anymore,” Louis
Jr. said. “He dug a hole and
buried it.”

Currently, the original
land is being rented by a
cousin, Gregg Fujan. The
farm has always raised soy-
beans and corn and has had a
history of owning some live-
stock, Jeremy said.

“It means a lot that for as
long as we’ve been able to
keep it in the family,” Jer-
emy said. “Not all that many
farms nowadays are kept in
the family and passed along.”

By Elsie Stormberg
elsie.stormberg@wahoonewspaper.com

Vanek farm remembered for trendsetting after combine purchase

PRESENTATION: Saunders County Farm Bureau President Larry Heyen (from left), Travis Kacl, Allison Kracl, Kari Kracl, Alexis Kracl, Louis Vanek,
Jeff Vanek, Jeremy Vanek, Anna Vanek, Melissa Vanek and Saunders County Agricultural Society President Kris Kavan pose for a photo after re-
ceiving the Pioneer Farm Family award during the Saunders County Fair Truck and Tractor Pull in Wahoo on Aug. 1. (Staff Photo by Elsie Stormberg)

WAHOO – A Wahoo man accused
of possession of child pornography
has been found competent to stand
trial.

On Aug. 10 Saunders County Dis-
trict Court Judge Christina Mar-
roquin ruled that William J. Sloup
is competent to stand trial for 10
counts of child pornography.

A jury trial has been set for Nov.
16 at 9 a.m. in District Court.

According to court documents,
Sloup was arrested late last year
after a two-year investigation by
the Nebraska State Patrol that
was sparked by an anonymous tip.
The National Center for Missing
and Exploited Children received a
cyber tip on Dec. 1, 2017 that was
forwarded to the NSP’s Internet
Crimes Against Children division

the same day.
The tip came from a person who

met a man named “Bill” Sloup from
Wahoo, Nebraska on a social media
site. The tipster said Sloup alleged-
ly admitted he was a pedophile and
customers at the salon where he
worked shared images and videos
of child pornography with him. He
also alleged that Sloup confessed to
molesting a child.

The tip was forwarded to the

Saunders County Sheriff’s Of-
fice for investigation. Investiga-
tor Jay Morrow was assigned to
the case. On Dec. 19, 2017, Morrow
interviewed Sloup about the tip at
Sloup’s home on Broadway Street,
which was his residence at the
time. Sloup gave Morrow verbal
and written permission to search
his smart phone, and Morrow
found three images depicting child
pornography that were obtained by

Sloup in August and September of
2017.

Morrow obtained a search war-
rant for the phone on Dec. 26, 2017
and took it to Investigator Nathan
Darmento with the state patrol.
Darmento was assigned to take
over the investigation, and sought
a second search warrant to look for
other digital artifacts of illegal ac-

- See Trial Page 3A

By Suzi Nelson
suzi.nelson@wahoonewspaper.com

- See School Page 3A

WAHOO – The Wahoo Po-
lice Department received
permission from the City
Council to begin a fundrais-
ing campaign for a canine
drug unit.

At the city council’s meet-
ing last Thursday, the coun-
cil passed Resolution 2020-14
to support establishment of
the WPD canine program
and authorizing fundraising
efforts to cover the costs as-
sociated with the program.

Wahoo Police Chief Bruce
Ferrell said the Wahoo Com-
munity Foundation has
agreed to create a subac-
count to handle donations
for the campaign. He said
the foundation also donat-
ed $5,000 and the campaign
has received pledges in the
amount of $1,000 already.

“So there’s $6,000 in the ac-
count and we haven’t even
advertised that we were go-
ing to do this,” he said.

Ferrell said it will cost
about $20,000 to establish
the canine program, but he
would like to raise around
$25,000 to have a cushion.
It is an investment of up to
$15,000 just to purchase a
dog and train an officer, Fer-
rell added. It will cost about
$3,000 to maintain the pro-
gram each year.

The chief said they mod-
eled the program after Bel-
levue Police Department’s
canine program, which
has been in existence for 15
years.

The council unanimously
approved the resolution.

Dogs were also on the
agenda, as the council con-
ducted hearings to deter-
mine if two dogs were poten-
tially dangerous.

The first dog discussed is
owned by Saunders County
Lost Pets. Director Deb Wil-

- See Council Page 3
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